Galatians 5:26



is the subjective negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the first person plural present deponent middle/passive subjunctive from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become, come to be, originate.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a state or condition, which should not exist among believers.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, all members of the royal family of God producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is a hortatory or volitive subjunctive in which the writer invites his readers to join him in a course of action.  It is commonly translated “Let us not become.”
is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective KENODOXOS used as a substantive, meaning “conceited ones, boastful ones, braggarts.”
“Let us not become conceited braggarts,”
 is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural reciprocal pronoun ALLĒLWN, which means “one another.”
 is the predicate nominative masculine plural present middle participle from the verb PROKALEW, meaning “to provoke, challenge.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what should not being currently going on among believers.


The middle voice is a permissive middle in which the subject – you – permits or causes the action to take place upon itself.  This can also be a reciprocal middle, which reflects an interchange of action between or among the members of a plural subject – members of the royal family.


The participle is circumstantial.

“permitting ourselves to provoke one another,”
is the dative indirect object from the masculine plural reciprocal pronoun ALLĒLWN again, meaning “toward one another.”
 is the predicate nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb PHTHONEW, meaning “to envy someone, to be jealous of someone, to bear a grudge toward someone; to dislike someone, to be resentful of someone.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what should not now be taking place among members of the royal family.


The active voice indicates that Church Age believers are the ones who should not be performing this action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“bearing a grudge toward one another.”

Gal 5:26 corrected translation
“Let us not become conceited braggarts, permitting ourselves to provoke one another, bearing a grudge toward one another.”
Explanation:
1.  Verse 25 gave us the positive command, “let us also keep in step [be in line, agree] with the Spirit.”  Now we have the negative command.

2.  Paul divides this command into three parts.


a.  Let us not become conceited braggarts.


b.  Let us not permit ourselves to provoke one another.


c.  Let us not bear a grudge toward one another.

3.  Let us not become conceited braggarts.


a.  No one is born a conceited braggart; we become one through the use of our own free will.


b.  All braggarts are arrogant, conceited, and full of themselves.


c.  They are easy to spot – they always have something to say especially if it is something good about themselves or something bad about others.  We can make ourselves look good by attempting to make others look bad.


d.  A parallel verse is Phil 2:3. “Do nothing motivated by contentiousness, nor ambitious pride, but by means of grace orientation be considering each other [royal family] as better than himself.”

e.  Unconditional love does not brag. 1 Cor 13:4, “Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant.”

f.  Rom 11:20b, “Stop thinking proud thoughts, but respect [fear].”

g.  1 Tim 3:6, “and not a new convert, so that he will not become conceited and fall into the condemnation incurred by the devil.”

h.  1 Tim 6:4, “he is conceited and understands nothing; but he has a morbid interest in controversial questions and disputes about words, out of which arise envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions,”

i.  1 Tim 6:17, “Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.”
j. 2 Tim 3:4, “treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,”
4.  Let us not permit ourselves to provoke one another.


a.  We have to permit ourselves to provoke someone else.  It takes our volition.  We do it all by ourselves.


b.  We can provoke someone else by things we say, things we do, and things we don’t do.


c.  We deliberately do things or don’t do things that we know will make someone else angry or upset them or hurt their feelings.


d.  It is easy to say something that hurts someone else’s feelings or that we know will get them to react to us in anger.  Our sin nature urges us to do so.  Why?  Because of the worst kind of arrogance – bitterness.


e.  We all become bitter about the way things are going in our lives or the way we wish they were going, but are not.  We all become bitter about how we are treated by others, whether good or bad.


f.  Bitterness leads to anger.  Anger leads to hatred.  Hatred leads to verbal fighting.  Verbal fighting leads to slander.  Slander leads to malice – the desire to hurt someone.  Malice provokes the person to whom we are antagonistic.  Eph 4:31, “Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor [verbal fighting] and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.”

g.  The person who provokes another person is already out of fellowship and trying to get someone to join them in the cosmic system.  The best thing we can do to someone who is attempting to provoke us is ignore them.  By not ignoring them we give them exactly what they want – us being upset.  Why give them what they want?


h.  The only solution to the desire to provoke someone else is 1 Jn 1:9.  Acknowledge your own arrogance, bitterness, anger, hatred, or whatever is motivating you to provoke them.


i.  The only solution to someone who is trying to provoke us is unconditional love toward them.  This is best manifest by saying or doing nothing in retaliation to their provocation.

5.  Let us not bear a grudge toward one another.


a.  Bearing a grudge toward someone is a part of revenge motivation.


b.  Revenge is the desire to hurt someone, to make them pay for something they have done to hurt us.


c.  Bearing a grudge toward someone is one of the sins defined in the Mosaic Law, Lev 19:18, “You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the Lord.”

d.  The obvious solution to revenge motivation is stated in Lev 19:18, “but you shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  This is the royal law of the Church Age as stated in Jam 2:8. “If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself,’ you are doing well.”
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