Galatians 5:23



 is the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun PRAUTĒS, which means “gentleness, humility, courtesy, considerateness, meekness.”  Here it means “humility.”  It is found in the following passages:


2 Cor 10:1, “Now I, Paul, myself urge you by the humility and graciousness of Christ I who am humble in person, but bold toward you when absent!”

Tit 3:2, “to malign no one, to refrain from troublemaking, reasonable, demonstrating humility face-to-face with all men.”

Col 3:12, “Therefore, as the elected ones of God, sanctified and beloved ones, put on the affections of compassion [mercy, pity], kindness [goodness, generosity], humility, gentleness [courtesy, considerateness], patience [steadfastness, endurance, forbearance],”

Eph 4:2, “with all humility and true sensitivity, with perseverance tolerate one another by means of virtue-love.”

2 Tim 2:25, “in humility exercising disciplinary action toward those who are in opposition to doctrinal teaching, so that perhaps the God may give them a change of mind for the purpose of achieving full knowledge of the truth.


Jam 1:21, “Because of this having removed all pollution [rebound] and the overflow of wickedness, receive and retain in the sphere of humility the impregnated word, which keeps on being able to deliver your souls.”

Jam 3:13, “Who is wise and understanding among you?  Demonstrate his production from an honorable manner of life in the sphere of humility of wisdom.”

1 Pet 3:16, “but with humility and respect have an intrinsically good conscience, in order that in that which you are criticized those who verbally abuse your intrinsically good conduct in Christ might be put to shame.”

1 Cor 4:21, “What do you desire? Shall I come to you with a rod, or with love and a spirit of gentleness?”

Gal 6:1, “Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness [courtesy, considerateness]; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.”
 is the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun EGKRATEIA, which means “self-control.”  It is also found in the following passages:


Acts 24:25, “But as he was discussing righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come, Felix became frightened and said, ‘Go away for the present, and when I find time I will summon you.’”

2 Pet 1:6, “and with your knowledge [supply] self-discipline, and with your self-discipline [supply] perseverance, and with your perseverance [supply] the spiritual life,…”
“humility, self-control.”
 is the preposition KATA plus the ablative of opposition from the neuter plural article and demonstrative pronoun TOIOUTOS, which means “against such things.”
is the absolute objective negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “there is.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition which perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that no law produces the action of being against these virtues previously listed as the production of the filling of the Spirit.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

 is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun NOMOS, which means “law.”
“Against such things there is no law.”
Gal 5:23 corrected translation
“humility, self-control.  Against such things there is no law.”
Explanation:
1.  Obviously this verse and the last verse began and ended in the wrong place.  The first two words should have been with the last verse.  These two words give us the last two characteristics of the filling of the Holy Spirit. 

a.  Humility is an absolute product of being filled with God the Holy Spirit.


b.  You can always immediately tell when you are not filled with the Spirit, because your sin nature immediately gravitates to some form of arrogance.


c.  Humility and arrogance are directly antithetical to each other just as the filling of the Holy Spirit and the control of the soul by the sin nature are directly antithetical to each other.

2.  Self-control is the final characteristic of the filling of the Holy Spirit.


a.  Self-control is the ability to say “no” to the desires of the sin nature.


b.  Self-control is the God-given ability to do what God wants us to do.


c.  God doesn’t expect us to be able to do what He wants under our own power and ability.  That is legalism; that is works; that is religion.


d.  God expects us to use His power, the filling of the Spirit, to accomplish what He wants.  He does not expect us to fulfill His will under your own ability, power, merit, or works.  That is human good, and completely antithetical to the production of the Spirit, which is divine good.


e.  A personal sense of destiny means we are in command of self.  Self-control means self-restraint, poise, and self-regulation.


f.  The motivation for self-control is personal love for God.


g.  Lack of self-control is a sure sign of failure to believe and use the spiritual problem-solving devices.


h.  When we have self-control in the face of all the problems of life and we resist arrogance, we demonstrate that we have the spiritual power to regulate ourselves and restrain ourselves.

3.  Finally, Paul makes a very dramatic statement – “Against such things there is no law.”

a.  The Mosaic Law taught about sin and all the things “Thou shalt not do.”

b.  The production of the Spirit centers on what we should be doing.  There are negative commands in the both the Mosaic Law and in the Royal Law, but the Mosaic Law centers on negative commands – “Don’t do that.” and the Royal Law of the Church Age centers on “Love your neighbor as you love yourself,” a very positive command.


c.  God has never commanded anyone to not be loving, happy, in harmony with God or others, patient, honorable, good, oriented to the word of God, humble, or self-controlled.  There is no law anywhere in the word of God against such things.


d.  None of Paul’s critics can argue against these things as spiritual values taught in the word of God.


e.  No legalist can say that obedience to the commands of the Mosaic Law is a better system of virtue or spirituality than the spiritual virtues described here by Paul.


f.  Paul’s conclusion is that the spiritual virtues of the spiritual life of the Church Age are far superior to the mandates contained in the Mosaic Law.  Paul’s critics had no argument against this line of reasoning.  He had shut their mouths with the pure teaching of the word of God.  “But if you are being led by the Spirit [and you are], you are not under the Law,” Gal 5:18.
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