Galatians 5:2


 is the second aorist imperative of HORAW, which is used as an interjection from the time of Homer in the 9th Century B.C.  It is translated “See! Behold! Lo!”  In modern English we would say “Pay Attention! Listen!”
is the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” plus the appositional nominative from the masculine singular proper name PAULOS, “Paul.”
 is the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, meaning “to say, to speak, to tell.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that Paul is about to say something important.

is the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”
“Pay attention!  I, Paul, am telling you”
is the conjunction HOTI, used after verbs of saying to indicate the content of what is said.  It is translated “that.”
 is the third class conditional particle EAN, which means “if, it may be true or it may not be true.”
 is the second person plural present passive subjunctive from the verb PERITEMNW, which means “to be circumcised; to receive circumcision.”

The present tense is an aorist present which is a simple expression of undefined action in present time without any reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates that all male Church Age believers receive the action of being circumcised.

The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive which is used in conditional clauses with EAN to introduce the protasis of a third class condition to express a probable future condition.

“that if you receive circumcision,”
is the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper name CHRISTOS, “Christ.”
 is the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”
 is the adverbial accusative of manner from the neuter singular negative adjective OUDEIS, meaning “in nothing.”
 is the third person singular future active indicative from the verb WPHELEW, which means “to help, to benefit; do good, profit.”

The future tense is a gnomic future, which states what will always happen, if the proper conditions are present, or what will always be true under given circumstances.


The active voice indicates that Christ will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“Christ will profit you in nothing.”
Gal 5:2 corrected translation
“Pay attention!  I, Paul, am telling you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will profit you in nothing.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul wants the Galatians’ attention.  So he does it in a dramatic way.  Paul shouts at them in the Greek to pay attention, to listen to what he is saying.  He doesn’t want them to miss the point, just as God the Holy Spirit doesn’t want us to miss the point.

2.  Paul makes his statement very personal by using the expression “I, Paul.”  He is exercising his authority now and doing it in a very legitimate way.  He is going to teach the Galatians and us an extremely important point of Bible doctrine, which we are expected to never forget.

3.  The illustration Paul uses here is circumcision.  He could have picked any one of a number of other illustrations to make his point, but he chose circumcision because this was the heart of the problem with the Judaizers.


a.  The Jewish Christians in Jerusalem were turning back to the Mosaic Law as the “spiritual way of life.”

b.  The Mosaic Law is not the spiritual way of life for the Church Age believer.


c.  As an integral part of keeping the Mosaic Law, legalistic Jews were telling Christians that they had to be circumcised to be truly saved.


d.  This, of course, is an absurd lie.


e.  But the legalistic Galatians were buying into this heresy hook, line, and sinker.


f.  So Paul uses circumcision as the illustration to get the attention of the Galatians.


g.  Circumcision never saved anyone.  Abraham was saved before he left Urt of the Chaldees to cross the Euphrates river (become a Hebrew) and live in tents in Palestine.


h.  Abraham was not circumcised until he was 99 years old, when God used circumcision as the sign of Abraham’s spiritual maturity.


i.  Circumcision was commanded by the Mosaic Law, but not for salvation.  All Jewish babies were circumcised on the eight day, when the blood starts to coagulate in the body.  But no Jewish baby is automatically saved by being circumcised, just as no infant is automatically saved by baptism.


j.  All babies are automatically saved if they die, because God condemned them at physical birth through the imputation of Adam’s original sin to the genetically formed sin nature.


k.  Circumcision has nothing to do with salvation for the Jew.  The Jew still had to believe in Christ to be saved, just like anyone else.


l.  We are not saved by circumcision, nor by baptism, nor by any other ritual we can come up with as a substitute for faith alone in Christ alone.


m.  Therefore, it is imperative that we understand the doctrine of circumcision correctly.  Circumcision was a reminder to every Jewish male that they had a sin nature, which had to be cut off, and this could only happen by faith in the God of Israel and spiritual growth.  Circumcision was a reminder of the importance of believing the promises of God, especially the faith-rest drill and occupation with Christ.
4.  The last phrase in this verse is a wake-up call to all legalists – “Christ will profit you in nothing.”

a.  This is not a reference to salvation.  Once we believe in Christ, we are saved and there is nothing we can do to lose our salvation.


b.  This is a reference to no blessings for time or eternity for anyone who is depending upon their human works for credit with God.


c.  All our systems of trying to the live the spiritual life of the Church Age apart from the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine, like human good, circumcision, baptism, observing Sunday as a holy day, etc., are nothing but dead works and will be burned up at the Judgment Seat of Christ.


d.  The legalist has no profit, no gain, no benefit, no advantage in believing in Christ beyond being saved.  No matter what the legalistic Christian does, he or she is still saved and can never lose that salvation.  But beyond salvation, they have no profit.


e.  Legalistic Christians still have logistical grace blessings from the justice of God; for these are demanded by the righteousness of God indwelling us.


f.  But the legalistic Christian is in reversionism, and anything good that happens to him will just be used by God as a source of punishment or divine discipline.  He is in reversionism and nothing goes well for the reversionist regardless of how “blessed” they appear to be.


g.  We can have everything in the world, and be the most miserable of all men.  This is true of every legalist, every reversionist.  This is a part of Christian moral degeneracy.



(1)  Degeneracy is the decline to false or inferior standards, accompanied by loss of integrity.  Degeneracy is the process of passing from the higher to the lower; to decline progressively.



(2)  Degeneracy is decline from the superior standards of the plan of God to the inferior standards related to Satan’s system of thinking – cosmic involvement.



(3)  There are two categories of degeneracy:




(a)  Moral degeneracy related to the sin nature trend toward self-righteous arrogance, which is legalism.




(b)  Immoral degeneracy related to the sin nature trend toward lascivious-lawlessness, which is antinomianism.



(4)  Degeneracy is the loss of integrity resulting in passing from a higher to a lower level of operation and thinking.



(5)  Biblical Documentation for Degeneracy.  Eph 4:22, “With reference to your former lifestyle [as a believer], you yourselves lay aside [rebound] the old man [old sin nature], you who are becoming degenerate on the basis of the lusts of deceit.”


(6)  Legalism is characterized by self-righteous arrogance.  Self-righteous arrogance judges other people.  The antinomian’s sins shock the legalist, so that he insists the antinomian believer was never really saved.  This judgment is motivated by shock; e.g., shock at the sins of lascivious-lawlessness.  Therefore, the morally degenerate believer parlays that shock into false doctrine, such as salvation and spirituality by works.  This means moral degeneracy has no understanding of freedom.  2 Pet 2:12, “But these [moral degenerates], like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed, reviling where they have no knowledge, will in their destruction also be destroyed.”


(7)  Self-righteous arrogance produces the following categories of legalism.




(a)  Salvation by works.




(b)  Spirituality by works, personality, taboos, dress, speech, etc.




(c)  The vanity of the unique experience (tongues).



(d)  The emphasis on human achievement rather than on what God has provided.




(e)  Morality as a substitution for Christianity.




(f)  Blessing from God through human good or dead works.



(g)  Blessing from God through human achievement or self-sacrifice rather than grace.




(h)  Spirituality through health food, vitamins, good diet.




(i)  Spirituality through observing taboos, through mannerisms, dress, personality, speech.



(8)  Self-righteous arrogance is the motivation, while legalism is the function of pride.


h.  Legalism is defined as the pomposity of the energy of the flesh, the blasphemy of substituting Christian works and service for the grace of God, the insolence of replacing grace with works, and the arrogant pretensions of fulfilling God’s plan through human ability.


i.  Legalism or self-righteous arrogance concludes that the plan of God succeeds or fails on the basis of human works rather than divine provision.


j.  Legalism establishes false standards and measures for spiritual success.  Legalism seeks to change others by imposing false standards on them.  But we cannot change others; we can only change ourselves.


k.  Legalism is irrational, and is never satisfied until everyone in his periphery is a puppet dancing on a string to his tune of legalism.


l.  Legalism attacks the true grace teaching of the word of God.  Legalism attacks the grace subject matter of doctrine and the grace communication of doctrine.


m.  Self-righteous arrogance superimposes false concepts on the teaching of the word of God and seeks to discredit the pastor who communicates it.  Faith plus something added for salvation is a favorite of those in legalism.  The Mosaic Law was used by Judaizers who persecuted Paul as a justification for their faith-plus theory.  Therefore, Paul taught that salvation was by faith alone, Rom 3:20-22, 28; Gal 2:16; Eph 2:8-9; Jn 3:18.


n.  Moral degeneracy creates the heresies of: salvation by works, spirituality by works, including distorting morality into a system of spirituality, justifying sinful and evil action through distortion of morality into a system of tyranny, confusing the Mosaic Law with the Christian way of life.


o.  Moral degeneracy not only advocates salvation by works, but confuses morality with spirituality.  Morality is the legal function of the laws of divine establishment, and is designed for believers and unbelievers alike.  Morality assumes temporal freedom to both believer and unbeliever.  Morality is something the unbeliever can execute in the energy of the flesh.  Morality means understanding temporal freedom and its execution.


p.  Moral degeneracy does not recognize any category of human freedom under the laws of divine establishment.  Spiritual freedom is also rejected.


q.  Moral degeneracy cannot understand God’s grace or God’s policy, or the power of the Spirit-filled life.


r.  Moral degeneracy seeks to gain the power and authority to suppress all disagreement.  Once moral degenerates gain power, they judge others for not accepting their false standards.  Moral degeneracy seeks to establish tyranny over both believer and unbeliever alike, destroying the privacy, property, and life of others.  Hence, moral degeneracy fulfills the concept that authority without freedom is tyranny.


s.  Moral degeneracy has three results: the manufacture of heresy and false doctrine, the judgment of other believers for not accepting their false standards and false doctrine, and using their power to superimpose their false standards and doctrines on others.


t.  Moral degeneracy sends the nation into cycles of discipline.
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