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Galatians 5:18



is the postpositive mild adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “But” plus the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if [and it’s true].”
 is the instrumental of agency from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, which means “by the Spirit” and is a reference to God the Holy Spirit.  The instrumental of agency is used to express personal agency rather than impersonal means, especially when the verb is in the middle or passive voice (which is exactly what we have in the next verb).

is the second person plural present passive indicative from the verb AGW, which is used figuratively of the working of the Spirit on man, meaning “to lead, guide, and in the passive voice it means “to be led; to allow oneself to be led” and is used this way in Rom 8:14; Lk 4:1, 9, as well as our passage.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on in the spiritual lives of the Galatian believers.


The passive voice indicates that the Galatian believers receive the action of being led or guided by the Holy Spirit.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative, which indicates the fact that these believers were being led by God the Holy Spirit.

“But if you are being led by the Spirit [and you are],”
 is the strong negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”  Here it means, “you are not.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition, which exists throughout your spiritual life as a Church Age believer.


The active voice indicates that your status as a Church Age believer who is not under the Law produces the action.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 is the preposition HUPO plus the adverbial accusative of measure from the masculine singular noun NOMOS, which means “under the Law” and refers to being under the authority of the Mosaic Law.

“you are not under the Law.”
Gal 5:18 corrected translation
“But if you are being led by the Spirit [and you are], you are not under the Law.”
Explanation:
1.  We are led by God the Holy Spirit, not by the rules and regulations of the Mosaic Law.

2.  We are guided by our Mentor, the Holy Spirit, and not by the ritual of the Mosaic Law.

3.  We are in the Church Age, not the age of Israel.  Therefore, our guidance, our instruction, our leading comes from God the Holy Spirit and not the Mosaic Law.

4.  Compare Gal 5:23 and Rom 10:4.


a.  Gal 5:22-23, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.”

b.  Rom 10:4, “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.”
5.  The believer is not under the Law; it is not a part of the Christian way of life, Jn 1:16-17; Rom 7:4-6; Eph 2:15; Gal 3:19-25; 2 Cor 3:7-13; Col 2:14; Rom 6:14; Gal 5:18.

6.  Keeping the Law is not spirituality, 1 Cor 13; Rom 8:2-4; Gal 5:18, 22-23.  There is a contrast between God the Holy Spirit and the Mosaic Law.   The filling of the Spirit supersedes the Mosaic Law.  The Royal Family is never under the Law.


a.  Spirituality is the function of the royal priesthood.


b.  The believer filled with the Spirit is not subject to the Mosaic Law because he is under a higher law, the law of spirituality.  Therefore, spirituality is not subject to the Mosaic Law or the Levitical Priesthood, Rom 8:2-4; 10:4; 13:8.


c.  The filling of the Holy Spirit fulfills the Mosaic Law.  The Law condemns but the filling of the Holy Spirit produces the character of the humanity of Christ in the dispensation of the Hypostatic Union, Gal 4:19; 5:22-23; 1 Jn 2:6.


d.  The Law required a spiritual life.  Our Lord came and lived the perfect spiritual life required by the Mosaic Law and then gave that spiritual life to us as our spiritual heritage.
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