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is the fixed form verbal particle meaning “O that, I wish that; Would that.”
is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI meaning “also.”
 is the third person plural future middle indicative from the verb APOKOPTW, which in the middle voice means “to mutilate or castrate oneself.”

The future tense is a predictive future for an action that Paul would like to see happen in the future. 


The middle voice is an indirect or dynamic middle in which the subject acts with reference to himself on something belonging to himself (that’s an understatement!).


The indicative mood is a potential indicative expressing a wish or impulse.  Most wishes expressed by the indicative are incapable of being realized.  The English word “would” is used in the translation to express this idea.

is the nominative masculine plural articular present active participle from the verb ANASTATOW, which means “agitate, unsettle; incite a revolt.”  Here “agitate” is the best translation.


The article is used as a relative pronoun and is translated “the ones who.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the Judaizers who are agitating the Gal about the importance of circumcision as a part of the spiritual life are the ones producing the action.


The participle is ascriptive, used as a verbal adjective describing the subjects producing the action.

 is the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”
Gal 5:12 corrected translation
“I wish that the ones who are agitating you would also castrate themselves.”
Explanation:
1.  This is one of the greatest demonstrations of God the Holy Spirit’s and Paul’s sense of humor combined in one statement.


a.  God the Holy Spirit permits the apostle Paul under the doctrine of inspiration to use his own sense of humor to make a seemingly shocking statement.  There is nothing wrong with using humor as a method of teaching.  Elton Trueblood wrote an interesting book called “The Humor of Christ,” which explores the sayings of our Lord in the light of Him saying certain things as demonstrations of humor.  This book sheds a whole new light on the meanings of some passages, when regarded from this perspective.  God has a perfect sense of humor.  Paul had a great sense of humor, also. 


b.  Paul’s statement is hyperbole.  Hyperbole is the exaggeration of a statement to make a point dramatically.  Our Lord used this same method of teaching on several occasions.

Mt 5:30, “If your right hand makes you stumble, cut it off and throw it from you; for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your body, than for your whole body to go into hell.”
Mt 18:8, “If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it from you; it is better for you to enter life crippled or lame, than to have two hands or two feet and be cast into the eternal fire.”
Mk 9:43, “If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life crippled, than, having your two hands, to go into hell, into the unquenchable fire,”
Mk 9:45, “If your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame, than, having your two feet, to be cast into hell.”

c.  Paul is not teaching self-mutilation; he is making a point.

2.  Paul wants the legalistic Judaizers to leave the Galatians alone and stop teaching false doctrine.  But he also knows that this cannot happen, which is why he puts his statement in the form of a wish.


a.  The volition of the Galatians must be tested.  Therefore, there will always be false teachers and false doctrine.


b.  The Galatians must hear the truth from Paul and the lie from the Judaizers and then sort out the truth for themselves.


c.  But if Paul could have his wish, he would like to see the Galatians go all out with circumcision and cut the whole thing off.  If you are going to really get the job done right, then don’t stop at the foreskin.  Then you can really be spiritual.

3.  The spiritual life has nothing to do with circumcision.


a.  The spiritual life has nothing to do with anything we do to our body or don’t do to our body.


b.  The spiritual life has nothing to do with keeping clean – the Puritans’ belief that “Cleanliness is close to godliness.”

c.  The spiritual life has nothing to do with what we eat, like good thick red meat, or don’t eat.


d.  The spiritual life has nothing to do with smoking or not smoking, drinking or not drinking.  However, drunkenness is a sin and is not the same as drinking alcoholic beverages without getting drunk.


e.  The spiritual life is not dependent upon what we do or fail to do.


f.  The spiritual life is dependent upon what we think, because thinking determines action.

g.  The spiritual life is the filling and influence of God the Holy Spirit.  The filling of the Spirit is dependent upon what we think about temptation, staying filled with the Spirit, and naming our sins to God when we are not filled with the Spirit.  Those are all thoughts.


h.  The spiritual life is thinking Bible doctrine, which motivates us to perform the only ritual of the Church Age, which is the Eucharist, not baptism, not marriage, not confirmation, not circumcision.

4.  There is another analogy here that Paul was probably also thinking.  To castrate oneself means to remove something from oneself permanently.  Paul was probably also thinking that he wished the Judaizers would castrate or remove themselves from the Galatians permanently. 

5.  God has a fantastic sense of humor, and there is probably great laughter in heaven over some of the decisions each of us make.  Every pastor must have a sense of humor to teach both positive and negative believers.

6.  Laughter in the Bible.

a.  Laughter is used to mock those who reject Bible doctrine, Prov 1:24‑29.

Doctrine mocks when discipline comes to the degenerate person, but doctrine will not answer because they hated its knowledge.

b.  Laughter is the expression of humor from a mature believer, Gen 17:17.

Abraham laughed in his soul as a mature believer at the thought of having a son by Sarah.  The relaxed mental attitude of maturity indicates a good sense of humor.  This indicates the capacity for life of a mature believer.  Abraham’s laughter is faith breaking through the barriers of hopelessness.

c.  Laughter and Bad Manners.  When you laugh at others because of their dress, or because they are uncomfortable, or because some disaster has overtaken them, this is an evil form of laughter.  In Gen 18:10‑14, Sarah laughed when she overheard the Lord talking to Abraham about his coming sexual prosperity.


d.  Laughter is associated with happiness, Lk 6:21b.


(1)  The mature believer’s attitude toward the reversionist is also expressed in laughter, Ps 52:5‑7.


(2)  The mature believer’s attitude toward adversity is expressed in laughter.  Job 5:17‑22, “You will laugh at violent death and famine when it comes.”  This is a laugh of confidence, security, and blessing from inner resources of Bible doctrine.  It expresses a relaxed mental attitude.


e.  Laughter expresses the right mental attitude of the mature believer in combat.  Job 41:26‑29, “The sword that reaches him cannot prevail, nor the spear, nor the dart, nor the javelin.  He regards iron as straw, bronze as rotten wood.  The arrow cannot cause him to flee; sling stones are turned into stubble for him.  Battle clubs are regarded as stubble, and he laughs at the rattling of the javelins.”


f.  Job 8:19‑21, “He [the Lord] will fill your lips with shouting.”


g.  Laughter is also related to pseudo‑happiness.



(1)  Prov 14:12‑14.  “There is a way [evil] which seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death [sin unto death].  Even in laughter the right lobe may be in pain, and the end of joy is grief.  The backslider of heart will have his fill of his own ways, but a mature believer will be satisfied from inside of himself.”



(2)  Jam 4:8‑9, “Come near to God [daily learning doctrine] and He will come near to you.  Cleanse your hands, sinners [rebound]; cleanse your right lobes from the pollution of evil.  Be miserable and lament and weep; your laughter will be turned to grief, your happiness to dejection.”



(3)  Eccl 2:1‑2, “I said of laughter, ‘It is madness.’”  Solomon as a reversionist was just as miserable both before and after a few laughs.



(4)  Lk 6:25, “Woe to you who would laugh now, you shall mourn and weep.”

h.  Laughter expresses ridicule, Ps 80:6, “You [God] make us a strife to our neighbors, and our enemies laugh among themselves.”  People laughing because of ridicule express lack of thoughtfulness and capacity for life.

(1)  In Mt 9:24, people laughed at Christ when He said the girl was not dead.  Cf. Mk 5:40; Lk 8:53.

(2)  In 2 Chr 30:10, Hezekiah sent messengers to invite the Jews to celebrate the Passover, “but they laughed them to scorn.”


i.  Laughter expresses the happiness of restored Israel at the time of the Millennium, Ps 126:1‑3.


j.  Laughter is used to express an anthropopathism.


k.  In Ps 2:4, God laughs at reversionistic revolutions.


l.  In Ps 37:12‑13, God laughs at reversionistic conspiracy against mature believers.


m.  In Ps 59:8, God laughs at negative nations while He continues controlling history.
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