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 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, meaning “And so.”  With this we have the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because.”
is the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “you are.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition which perpetually exists after salvation – you are a son of God.


The active voice indicates that your status quo of being in union with Christ produces the action of making you a son of God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun HUIOS, meaning “sons” and referring to those who are mature believers.

Lk 6:35, “But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.”
Lk 20:36, “for they cannot even die anymore, because they are like angels, and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection.”
Rom 8:14, “For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.”  This verse clearly defines adult sons of God as those who are continually being lead by God the Holy Spirit.  Those believers who are not being led by God the Holy Spirit through the Bible doctrine in their soul are losers, reversionists, and have nothing to do with the statements in our verse.

2 Cor 6:18, “‘And I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to Me,’ says the Lord Almighty.”
Rom 8:16, “The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God.”
“And so because you are sons,”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EXAPOSTELLW, which means “to send forth.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist which looks at the sending forth of God the Holy Spirit in its entirety but regards it from the standpoint of its existing results, namely, we are indwelt with God the Holy Spirit.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “God” and is a reference to God the Father.

 is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, meaning “the Spirit.”  This is a reference to God the Holy Spirit.

 is the ablative of source from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “from the Son” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun and translated “from His Son.”
Acts 16:7, “and after they came to Mysia, they were trying to go into Bithynia, and the Spirit from Jesus did not permit them.”
2 Cor 3:17, “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit from the Lord is, there is liberty.”
Rom 8:9, “However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit from Christ, he does not belong to Him.”
All three of these passages should be properly translated as the ablative of source – “the Spirit from Christ or from the Lord.”
 is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine plural article and noun KARDIA, meaning “into the hearts.”  This is a reference to the right lobe of the mentality of the soul.  With this we have the possessive genitive of the personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our.”  The phrase is translated “into our hearts.”
Rom 5:5, “and confidence does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”
“God has sent forth the Spirit from His Son into our hearts,”
 is the accusative neuter singular present active participle from the verb KRAZW, which means “to call out, to cry out with a loud voice; to shout.”

The present tense is an aorist present which involves a simple expression of undefined action in the present.


The active voice indicates that all believers with a personal love for God the Father produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

is the vocative masculine singular from the Aramaic word ABBA, which means “father.”
Mk 14:36, “And He was saying, ‘Abba! Father! All things are possible for You; remove this cup from Me; yet not what I will, but what You will.’”
Rom 8:15, “For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, ‘Abba!  Father!’”
is the vocative from the masculine singular article used as a personal pronoun and translated “My” plus the noun PATĒR, meaning “Father” and is a reference to God the Father.  Here we have the word “father” repeated in two languages, the Aramaic as the familiar word to Jews, and the Greek as the familiar word to Greek believers.

“shouting, ‘Father, My Father.’”
Gal 4:6 corrected translation
“And so because you are sons, God [the Father] has sent forth the Spirit from His Son into our hearts, shouting, ‘Father, My Father.’”
Explanation:
1.  A parallel passage is found in Rom 8:15, “For you have not received again a life of slavery for the purpose of fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption by Whom [Holy Spirit] we keep shouting, ‘Abba, My Father.’”
2.  Because we are sons of the Most High God we have certain privileges stated here.


a.  We are the recipients of God the Holy Spirit.


b.  God the Holy Spirit has various ministries to us.



(1)  God the Holy Spirit indwells our bodies to provide a temple for the indwelling of the Lord Jesus Christ.



(2)  God the Holy Spirit fills our souls, in order to provide the divine power to counteract the desires and temptations of the sin nature.



(3)  God the Holy Spirit has a teaching ministry to the mentality of our soul, called the “heart.”  This is the Holy Spirit’s  responsibility as our Mentor to instruct us in spiritual matters, so that we can learn and understand eternal and spiritual phenomena.



(4)  God the Holy Spirit is the motivator of prayer.  Thus we have the privilege of praying directly to God the Father.  This is also a part of our royal priesthood and is unique to the Church Age.

3.  Prayer is a privilege extended to all believers, but only the adult son of God makes the most of this privilege by total dependence upon the grace of God for all his or her needs.


a.  The baby believer does not have the vocabulary to pray correctly, therefore, God the Holy Spirit prays for him.


b.  The adolescent believer has the necessary tools to pray but is often hindered by his or her own flaws or is easily distracted by other priorities.


c.  The mature believer is constantly motivated by the doctrine in his or her soul through the filling of the Spirit to cry out to God the Father with prayers of thanksgiving, petition for others, and petition for self.

4.  Paul’s logic here is irrefutable.


a.  God is your father.


b.  Fathers listen to their sons, when their sons call out for help.


c.  God listens to us, when we call out for help.


d.  Therefore, we are sons of God.


e.  And since we are sons of God, we are also an heir of God.  Paul will expound on this in the next verse.

5.  Since this verse is about prayer, we should review the principles of effective prayer related to spiritual adulthood.


1.  Confidence and effectiveness in prayer exists when the believer has advanced to spiritual adulthood.



a.  Confidence is a virtue directed toward God.  Confidence in prayer is dependent upon knowledge of God’s will.  Therefore, the effectiveness of prayer must relate to cognizance of the will of God.



b.  1 Jn 5:14-15, “And this is the confidence which we have face-to-face with Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask [and He does], we know that we have the request which we have asked from Him.”  This is really a prayer promise for the believer who has reached spiritual adulthood.



c.  Upon attaining a personal sense of destiny we have the cognitive self-confidence to make all our prayers effective.


2.  Confidence in prayer starts at the point of a personal sense of destiny, and continues with maximum effectiveness in spiritual autonomy and reaches its peak in spiritual maturity.  Heb 4:16, “Therefore, let us be approaching the throne of grace with confidence, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”  Efficacious prayer exists only to the extent that the believer is grace oriented.


3.  For the believer in spiritual childhood, effective prayer is related to several factors. 



a.  Prayer cannot be effective unless the believer has harmonious rapport with God.  Ps 66:18, “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.”  The function of the filling of the Holy Spirit is a prerequisite of all prayer petition and intercession, Eph 6:18.



b.  The function of the faith-rest drill.  Mt 21:22, “All things whatsoever you shall ask in prayer, believing, you shall receive.”  Mk 11:24, “Therefore, I say to you, ‘All things for which you ask and pray, believe that you shall receive them, and they shall be given to you.’”

4.  The most effective prayer life begins in spiritual adulthood, since the believer now has a thorough understanding of God’s will and his prayers comply with God’s will.  1 Jn 5:14, “If we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.”

5.  Until the believer attains spiritual adulthood and a personal sense of destiny, his prayers will be semi-effective at best.  Prayer is virtue dependent.  A personal sense of destiny is necessary for prayer effectiveness, Jer 33:3.  In each stage of spiritual adulthood, the believer’s power in prayer increases sensationally.  In spiritual childhood our prayers are not very effective because most of our petitions are related to arrogance, and our intercessions are only for those people we like.  But all intercessory prayers must be impersonal.  The great power in intercessory prayer is unconditional  love.  Remember also that prayer does not give us momentum; it is not a cure-all.


6.  The effectiveness of prayer and the mature believer.



a.  Ps 66:18-20, “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.  But in fact, God has heard me and He has given heed to the voice of my prayer.  Blessed be God who has not turned away my prayer or His gracious mercy from me.”  This contrasts the believer in self-pity with the mature believer.  Even when prayers are not going to be answered, He still heard all prayers in eternity past.



b.  Ps 116:1-4, “I love the Lord, because He has heard my voice and my supplications.  Because He bent down and listened carefully to me, therefore I will call to Him as long as I live.  The snares of death encompassed me and the terrors of the grave have overpowered me; I am suffering anguish and distress.  Then I kept calling on the person of the Lord: ‘O Lord, I beseech You, deliver my soul!’”  This believer was dying and prayed for deliverance.  The rest of the Psalm indicates his prayer was answered.  The real power of prayer is between the point of a personal sense of destiny (“I love the Lord”) and maturity.


7.  The promise to the believer in spiritual adulthood is found in Jn 15:7, “If you abide in Me, and My doctrines abide in you, whatever you wish shall be done for you.”


a.  “If you abide in Me” refers to our very own spiritual life.



b.  The important phrase is “and My doctrines abide in you.”  This promise is not like a blank check on which we can write any amount we want.  The key to prayer is doctrine first.  When doctrine is in us, then we can “ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you.”  This is because by that time, ywe’ll have enough sense to know how to use the weapon of prayer effectively.


8.  Every effective prayer is related to our invisible assets, i.e., first, under the function of our royal priesthood, and secondly, under the function of Christian production.  One of the most important functions of our Christian service is our prayer life.


9.  Every effective and answered prayer is a part of the divine decrees programmed by God the Father in eternity past as a part of our invisible spiritual assets.  One of our evaluations at the Judgment Seat of Christ will be how many of our prayers were answered.


10.  Rom 12:12, “Rejoicing in hope, persevering in undeserved suffering, devoted to prayer.”  One of the signs of having a personal sense of destiny is our devotion to prayer in our own life.  Each stage of adulthood perseveres under its corresponding category of suffering for blessing.  The combination of these things makes for a unique and fantastic function of the prayer life.
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