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 is the inferential conjunction HINA, which means either “in order that” or “so that” and generally introduces either a final purpose clause or a result clause.  Here it introduces a purpose clause because the whole purpose for the incarnation of Christ was to redeem man from the slave market of sin, propitiate God the Father, and to reconcile man to God, as stated in the previous verse.

is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article HO used as a demonstrative pronoun and translated “those.”
 is the preposition HUPO plus the adverbial accusative of measure from the masculine singular noun NOMOS, which means “under the Law” and refers to believers in the age of Israel who were under the authority of the Mosaic Law for their spiritual life.

 is the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb EXAGORAZW, which means “to set free.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the redemption of mankind from slavery to the sin nature into a single whole, and states it as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive which indicates that the volition of every human being is involved in making the decision to want this freedom from slavery to the sin nature or not.

“in order that He might set free those under the Law,”
 is the inferential conjunction HINA, which means either “in order that” or “so that” and generally introduces either a final purpose clause or a result clause.  Here it introduces a result clause because the result of being redeemed from sin and reconciled to God is being the heirs of God the Father and joint-heirs with Christ.

 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun HUIOTHESIA, which means “adoption.”
 is the first person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb APOLAMBANW, which means “to receive.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist which gathers our status as believers in Christ into a single whole and states it as a fact.


The active voice indicates that we produce the action of receiving the status of adoption from God the Father.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive depending on whether or not a person ever believes in Christ.

“with the result that we might receive adoption.”
Gal 4:5 corrected translation
“in order that He might set free those under the Law, with the result that we might receive adoption.”
Explanation:
1.  The complete sentence now reads: “But when the fullness of times had come, God sent forth His Son, having come into being by the woman, having come under the Law, in order that He might set free those under the Law, with the result that we might receive adoption.”

2.  God the Father had a definite purpose in sending His Son at the perfect time in history through a virgin birth.  That purpose was to set free all the Jews who were slaves  to the Mosaic Law with the result that they might become the adopted sons of God, which was a far greater status than just being the genetic sons of God.


a.  The genetic Jew is a genetic son of God.  This is true of every Jewish believer from Abraham to the beginning of the Church Age at Pentecost.

b.  The adopted Jew is not a genetic son of God.  He is an adopted son of God and part of the royal family of God as believers during the Church Age.


c.  God desired to provide a greater sonship status for the Jewish believers than simply being Jewish believers.  He wanted them to have the opportunity to be royal sons, adopted sons of God as members of the Church, where there are no Jews or Gentiles but only adopted sons of God.

3.  The genetic Jews were slaves to the Mosaic Law.  They were required to keep the Law, but not as a means of salvation.  They were already sons of God, but required to obey the Law, in order to obey the will of God by which they would preserve their freedom, be protected by God, and recognize their need for salvation.  God desired to set them free from the Law, in order to serve a higher law—the law of love—personal love for God and unconditional love toward others.  In order to obey this higher law, these Jewish believers had to become adopted sons rather than genetic sons.
4.  As adopted sons of God, these Jews would have the greater spiritual freedom as adopted sons of the Living God to serve Him than they ever had as genetic sons under slavery to the Mosaic Law.  This spiritual freedom is described by Paul in Gal 5:1, “In the sphere of freedom Christ has set us free.  Therefore stand fast and do not again become entangled in the yoke of slavery.”

5.  This verse deals with two major doctrines of Christianity: the doctrine of Spiritual Freedom and the doctrine of Adoption.
.
a.  Believers are set free from slavery to the sin nature at the moment of salvation.  This is spiritual freedom, not physical freedom.  We are free from the dictates of our natural desire to do only what we want, and come under the spiritual freedom to do what God wants.  Once we were slaves to our sin nature.  Now we are slave to the Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  Just as establishment freedom is the heritage of physical birth, so spiritual freedom is the heritage of the new birth or regeneration.  2 Cor 3:17-18, “Now the Lord is the Spirit [God the Holy Spirit is deity], and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  But we all, with an unveiled face looking into a mirror to produce a reflection of the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into that same image from glory to glory, as it were from the Spirit of the Lord.”



(1)  Spiritual freedom is the environment for all believers to execute the spiritual life.



(2)  The believer must never use his spiritual freedom to endanger or hurt the divine blessings which accompany such freedom.



(3)  The believer must use his spiritual freedom to advance spiritually and thereby attain the objectives of the spiritual life.


c.  Spiritual freedom is for believers only.  It is the function of spiritual freedom that is the basis for the execution of the plan of God for the Church.


d.  The function of spiritual freedom is based on cognition and utilization of the spiritual skills: the filling of the Spirit, Bible doctrine in the stream of consciousness, and the spiritual problem-solving devices.


e.  Human freedom cannot exist or be effective without human responsibility.  This is also true of spiritual freedom; we have responsibility.  First, we cannot have spiritual freedom without making the decision to believe in Christ.  Thereafter, we must make thousands of daily decisions to live inside the under the enabling power of the Holy Spirit and spiritual growth from doctrine. 


f.  We get a taste of spiritual freedom at salvation.  The moment you believe in Christ, the Holy Spirit enters us into our spiritual life, only place of spiritual freedom.  When we sin, we’re out; grieving the Holy Spirit in cosmic one, or quenching the Holy Spirit in cosmic two.  Then we no longer have spiritual freedom because we are in Satan’s systems of thought.


g.  Spiritual freedom is the basis for equal opportunity for every Church Age believer to execute the plan of God for the Church.  We have equality to succeed or fail under the freedom God has provided.


h.  Spiritual freedom is destroyed by the function of the arrogance skills: self-justification, self-deception, self-absorption, self-gratification, and self-pity.

i.  The believer can live and function without temporal freedom, but he cannot execute the plan of God without spiritual freedom.

6.  Adoption is the judicial act of the head of a Roman household, in which he publicly declared who his adopted son will be.  The adopted son receives all power and control over the affairs and finances of the family.  He becomes the ‘patron.’  All members of the family are under his authority upon the death or retirement of the father.  It is not the genetic son who receives all the blessing, but the adopted son.  The adopted son could be anyone the father chose to be his heir.  Physical bloodline did not matter.  Sometimes a trusted household slave became the adopted son of the Roman father.  The adoption ceremony was a very formal occasion and done publicly, so that all the father’s friends and family understood who would take the father’s place.
a.  In Scripture, adoption means to be recognized by God as an adult son positionally at salvation (and an adult son experientially at maturity).  The Latin word, ADOPTIA, is the exact equivalent of the Greek word,  HUIOTHESIA, meaning to adopt as an adult son.  Imputations at salvation are given as part of the ceremony of recognizing that we now have a plan and purpose in life.  All believers become adopted as sons at salvation.  Being in union with Christ, we are joint‑heirs with Christ, and are, therefore, adopted at the moment of salvation, Gal 3:26.

b.  Therefore, to place an adult son was a Roman custom for aristocracy.  It conferred adulthood on a natural child or on a child adopted as the heir.  A wise Roman aristocrat could adopt anyone he deemed worthy as his heir.  So just being the son of an aristocrat did not mean you would inherit your father’s land, wealth, or title; you had to be adopted.  Roman aristocrats would adopt whomever they considered most worthy to carry on the family name and wealth.  Therefore, the family fortune and opportunities were passed down through that adopted person.  If you adopted your own son, it was the highest honor you could confer on him.  Adoption was the ceremony of proclaiming the heir to the estate.

c.  Adoption meant selection to special privilege.  Therefore, adoption refers to our equal privilege and equal opportunity under predestination.  It also meant rank and aristocracy not necessarily based on physical birth.  The lowest person in Roman society, if he had ability, could be adopted and, therefore, have the greatest of opportunities.

d.  Adoption is defined as the fulfillment of the Father's plan to appoint a legal adult son.  Believers, at the point of salvation, become legally adopted sons of God.  Adoption is the ceremony of opportunity; it is also the ceremony of aristocracy.

e.  Paul uses the word adoption in Eph 1:5 to show that God the Father selected each believer personally at the moment of salvation and adopted him.  You are the legitimate heir of God the Father.  Paul goes on to point out in Romans that we are “joint‑heirs with the Son of God.”

f.  So our spiritual royalty is the greatest aristocracy in history and the only one that will outlive history.  But remember, this is an aristocracy for the Church Age only.  Every Church Age believer is royal family, and regardless of background or handicap, has exactly the same privileges and opportunities in God’s plan.

2
3

