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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

is the adversative use postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” plus the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”
 is the vocative from the masculine plural noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brethren” and used as a technical name for all Church Age believers – members of the royal family of God.

“But you, brethren,”
 is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference or respect from the masculine singular proper name ISAAK.  The adverbial accusative of respect is used with the preposition KATA to give the concept of “equality, similarity, example, and is translated in accordance with, just as, similar(ly) to.”  This phrase is best translated here: “similar to Isaac.”  The analogy is not a perfect one because the promise to Isaac was that he would have eternal life through faith in Christ and that the new racial species and nation of Israel would come through him and his offspring.  The promise to us is that we have eternal life through faith in Christ and become a new spiritual species.  Therefore, we are “similar” but not “like” or “just as.”
 is the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun EPAGGELIA, which means “of the promise.”  The anarthrus construct (no article) indicates the high quality of this promise. 

 is the predicate nominative from the neuter plural noun TEKNON, meaning “children.”
 is the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”  Here it means “you are.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a state or condition, which perpetually exists.  We are children of the promise of God and will always remain so.


The active voice indicates that all believers of the Church Age produce the action of being what they are – recipients of God’s promise.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“are the children of the promise similar to Isaac.”
Gal 4:28 corrected translation
“But you, brethren, are the children of the promise similar to Isaac.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul now returns to a previous theme in this letter – the promise of God to the believer.


a.  Paul’s previous references are:

Gal 3:14 “in order that Abraham’s blessing might come to the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, so that we might receive the promise from the Spirit by faith.”
Gal 3:17 “Now I am saying this.  The Law, which came after four hundred and thirty years, does not revoke the previously established by God covenant, resulting in the abrogation of the promise.”
Gal 3:18 “For if the inheritance [eternal salvation] is through the Law [but it is not], [it is] no longer from the source of the promise.  But God showed Himself to be gracious to Abraham by means of a promise.”
Gal 3:19 “Consequently, why the Law?  It was added because of our transgressions, until the Seed to Whom the promise had been made would come, having been commanded through the angels by the hand of the Mediator.”
Gal 3:29 “But if you belong to Christ and you do, certainly you are the children of Abraham, the heirs on the basis of the promise.”

b.  The promise is twofold for us:



(1)  God promises that we will have eternal life through faith alone in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ alone.



(2)  God promises that we will have eternal rewards and blessings for both time and eternity based upon our relationship with Christ.  We have to achieve the status of spiritually adult sons to attain the promise of this inheritance.


c.  We have eternal life now.  That is a direct promise of God.

Jn 3:15-16, “so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life.  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”
Jn 3:36, “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”
Jn 5:24, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.”
Jn 6:40, “For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.”
Jn 6:47, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life.”
Jn 6:54, “He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”
Jn 10:28, “and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.”
Rom 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
1 Tim 1:16, “Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.”
Tit 1:2, “in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago,”
1 Jn 2:25, “This is the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal life.”
2.  We are similar to Isaac in a number of ways:


a.  Isaac has the same eternal life, which we have.


b.  Isaac had confidence in his eternal life, just as we have confidence in our eternal life.


c.  Isaac was born physically into physical freedom, and then again into spiritual freedom at his new birth, just as we are born into spiritual freedom at our new birth.


d.  Isaac had the promises of temporal inheritance from Abraham and eternal inheritance from God, just as we have the promises of eternal inheritance from God for both time and eternity in our future  blessings.

3.  But we differ greatly from Isaac in one respect – he was a new racial species, while we are a new spiritual species.  Therefore, there can never be a perfect analogy between Isaac and the Church Age believer.

4.  Paul raises this line of argument again to bring the Galatian believers back to the same place he had them at the end of the previous chapter.  They considered the Mosaic Law to be the more authoritative word of God than what Paul was teaching.  So Paul uses word pictures from the Old Testament Scriptures to help them focus on their relationship with Christ.  Isaac had a great relationship with his father Abraham and with the Lord Jesus Christ, but that relationship was nothing compared to the spiritual life the Church Age believer has with the Lord Jesus Christ.  Paul was desperately trying to get these Galatian believers to see the significance of their spiritual life as Church Age believers over the spiritual life of the Old Testament.
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