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is the postpositive transitional use of the conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the nominative subject from the neuter singular article HO used as a demonstrative pronoun, and translated “This.”  Also, we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular proper name HAGAR.

is the predicate nominative from the neuter singular proper name SINAI and the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun OROS, meaning “mount, hill, mountain.”
 is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be, is” but in this context of allegory is better translated “represents.”

The present tense is an aoristic or effective present for an action which is stated as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that Hagar produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and proper noun ARABIA.  The phrase is translated “in Arabia.”
“Now this Hagar presents Mount Sinai in Arabia,”
is the postpositive transitional use of the conjunctive particle DE, meaning “and” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb SUNTOICHEW, which means literally “to stand in the same rank or line” but means metaphorically “to correspond to.”

The present tense is an aoristic present or effective present for a state or condition which is a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates Mount Sinai produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

is the dative of indirect object from the feminine singular article and proper name IEROSOLUMA or Jerusalem, plus the adverb of time NUN, which means “now, present” and when used with the article it functions as an adjective and should be translated “the present Jerusalem.”
is the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “for” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb DOULEUW, which means “to be a slave, to be in slavery; to be subject to, to serve.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on in human history.


The active voice indicates that Hagar, represented by the unbelieving Jews in Jerusalem, produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

is the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the neuter plural article and noun TEKNON plus the possessive genitive of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person feminine singular personal pronoun, meaning “with her children.”
“and corresponds to the present Jerusalem; for she is in slavery with her children.”
Gal 4:25 corrected translation
“Now this Hagar represents Mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to the present Jerusalem; for she is in slavery with her children.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul continues with his explanation of the allegory.


a.  Hagar, the unbeliever mother of Ishmael, the son of Abraham, represents Mount Sinai in Arabia, which is where the Jewish believers rejected having a spiritual relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  Mount Sinai, in turn, compares with or is parallel to the present situation in Jerusalem, in which the Jewish believers have rejected the spiritual life of the Church Age apart from the Mosaic Law and are returning to the Mosaic Law in dishonor to the Lord Jesus Christ.



(1)  Heb 6:4-8, “For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame.  For ground that drinks the rain which often falls on it and brings forth vegetation useful to those for whose sake it is also tilled, receives a blessing from God; but if it yields thorns and thistles, it is worthless and close to being cursed, and it ends up being burned.”


(2)  Heb 10:26-31, “For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a terrifying expectation of judgment and the fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries.  Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.  How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?  For we know Him who said, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay.’ And again, ‘The Lord will judge His people.’  It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”

c.  So Hagar is representative of those who have rejected the spiritual life of the Church Age by failure to believe in Christ, which is parallel to the situation in Jerusalem of believers who have rejected the spiritual life of the Church Age and turned again to the Mosaic Law.
2.  Paul does not want the Gentile believers in Galatia to end up following the Jewish believers in Jerusalem and have the same spiritual problems they are having.


a.  The Jewish believers in Jerusalem have become enslaved again under the yoke of bondage to the rituals of the Mosaic Law.


b.  This is destroying their spiritual life.


c.  They are promoting this pseudo-spirituality to other new believers throughout the Roman Empire.


d.  The present Jews of Jerusalem are no better off than the unbeliever Hagar, who also had no spiritual life with God.


e.  Just as Hagar rejected Christ as her savior, so the Jewish legalists from the Jerusalem church are rejecting Christ as the center of their spiritual life and returning again to the Mosaic Law.

f.  Just as Hagar was in slavery along with her children, so those Jewish Christians who reject the unique spiritual life of the Church Age and opt for the non-existent spiritual life of the Mosaic Law return to slavery—to the lust pattern of the sin nature, in this case religious lust.  They lust for their former religion with all its ritual rather than relationship with God.


g.  So Paul’s battle is the battle of religion versus relationship.  Paul forces the Galatians into a corner to make a choice between the ritual of the Mosaic Law or relationship with Christ.

3.  Religion Versus Relationship With Christ.


 a.  Christianity and religion are antithetical.  In Christianity, God saves mankind through personal faith in Jesus Christ.  In religion, man seeks to impress God with his works.


b.  Religion is Satan’s greatest weapon against man.  For religion has been invented by Satan to counterfeit God’s plan, purpose, and will for our life, and to divert us from the execution of the spiritual life of the Church Age.  Religion is a part of the devil’s strategy in being “like the Most High God,” as stated in Isa 14:14.


c.  Christianity is not a religion but an eternal relationship with God through personal faith in Christ.  In religion, man seeks the approbation of God through good deeds, human merit, and various categories of religious “holy” works.


d.  Religion reflects the evil genius of Satan.  Christianity represents the perfect integrity and love of God combined with His grace policy.


e.  For deceit and error to be carried out effectively, Satan has devised a system of counterfeits of Christianity, which are the counterfeits of religion.  Satan has a counterfeit system for the following.



(1)  Gospel, 2 Cor 4:3-4; 1 Cor 2:1-8


(2)  Ministers, 2 Cor 11:13-15


(3)  Communion table, 1 Cor 10:19-21


(4)  Doctrine, 1 Tim 4:1


(5)  Spirituality, Gal 3:1-3


(6)  System of righteousness, Mt 19:16-28


(7)  Gods, 2 Thes 2:3-4


(8)  Power (dynamics), 2 Thes 2:8-10


(9)  Way of life, Mt 23:13-36

f.  Religion is Satan’s strategy for distracting man from the three categories of truth.



(1)  The laws of divine establishment, a part of the Mosaic Law.  Religion seeks to become the state and destroy human freedom.  The union of religion and state is a major attack on human freedom.



(2)  The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Religion distorts salvation by grace through faith into many diverse systems of salvation by works.



(3)  The spiritual life of the Church Age based on Bible doctrine in the soul of the believer.  Religion substitutes false doctrine (or the “doctrine of demons,” 1 Tim 4:1) for truth.  Religion sets up a system of works and ritual to replace the plan of God.


g.  Religion motivates and produces every category of evil, violence, terrorism, and murder in order to enforce its way or to provide leverage to lure people into the sphere of its thinking; that is, Satan’s counterfeit system.


h.  Religion is not only characterized by the doctrine of demons (1 Tim 4:1), but it has both false teachers and false prophets to communicate this information.  There are at least six characteristics of false teachers in the Church Age.



(1)  False teachers are masters of hypocrisy.  They use a phony facade, first exposed by our Lord in Mt 7:15, and further developed by Paul in Rom 16:18.



(2)  Behind a public relations facade, false teachers use legalism to convert their victims to religion, Gal 4:17-18; 2 Tim 3:5-7.  They flatter their victim, making them feel wanted and appealing to their pride.



(3)  False teachers of religion appeal to human arrogance, 2 Cor 10:12.



(4)  False teachers promote idolatry (worshiping athletes, movie stars, politicians, etc.) as a part of the devil’s communion table, Hab 2:18-19; 1 Cor 10:19-20.



(5)  False teachers promote self-righteousness, to include legalism, personality arrogance, authority arrogance, crusader arrogance, and works arrogance, 1 Tim 1:6-7.



(6)  False teachers are clever and can only be detected through the consistent perception and acceptance of doctrine in our soul.  Without doctrine, we do not have the ability to identify false teaching.  Doctrine is the basis for discernment between the false and the true.



(7)  False teachers continue to operate throughout the Church Age, as this is the intensified period of the angelic conflict, 1 Jn 4:1-6.

  

(8)  Such believers are described as antichrists and enemies of the cross, Phil 3:18.


i.  Religion includes worship of Satan because, as the ruler of this world, he possesses great power and delegates his power to whomever he pleases. Rev 13:4, “And they worshiped the dragon because he gave power to the beast [dictator of revived Roman Empire].”

j.  Paul describes religious leaders in 2 Cor 11:13-15; Peter does so in 2 Pet 2:1-3.


k.  In the greatest attack of Satan’s second demon assault army against the human race, the attack is made against Satan’s human servants in the cosmic system, who are no longer useful in his plan.  When Satan is cast out of heaven, he has no use for these losers so he turns his demon army on them.  But he saves the religious group in the cosmic system for his last attack on the human race – the attack of ecumenical religion at the end of the Tribulation, Rev 17, 18.

4
3

