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 is the postpositive emphatic use of the conjunction DE.  This conjunction is used to resume a discourse that has been interrupted, which is exactly what we have here.  Other examples of this use are Mt 3:4; Lk 4:1; Rom 5:8; 2 Cor 10:2.  It is used as an emphatic or intensive conjunction here and should be translated “In fact.”  With this we have the first person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb THELW, which means, “to wish, to desire, to want.”

The imperfect tense is a voluntative or desiderative imperfect.  It expresses a present desire, wish, or disposition.  The imperfect rather than the present is used when there is a need to express the desire as politely and inoffensively as possible or when there is a certain amount of hesitation due to the fact that the desire is impractical or impossible.  Here Paul is not trying to be overly polite; for he has already told the Gal off in Gal 3:1.  Paul uses this tense because it is impossible for him to come to them at this time.  Examples of this use of the imperfect tense are Rom 9:3, “For I could wish that I myself would be accursed.”  Phile 13, “whom I would prefer to keep with me.”  Mt 26:9, “This [ointment] could have been sold for much money and given to the poor.”

The active voice indicates that Paul has been producing this action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the present active infinitive from the verb PAREIMI, which means “to be present.”

The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now actually taking place in Paul’s thinking.


The active voice indicates that this is what Paul is thinking.


The infinitive is used as a substantive and functions as a modifier of the main verb.

 is the preposition PROS plus the accusative of relationship from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “face-to-face with you.”
 is the adverb of time ARTI, which means “now.”
“In fact I wish I could be present face-to-face with you now”
is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the aorist active infinitive from the verb ALLASSW, which means “to change.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety with no reference to its progress or result and simply states the action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The infinitive is used as a substantive and functions as a modifier of the main verb.

 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PHWNĒ, which means “voice” and is used here in the sense of one’s “tone of voice.”  With this we have the possessive genitive of the first person personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my.”
“and change my tone of voice,”
is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, which is translated “because, since.”
 is the first person singular present middle indicative from the verb APOREW, which means “to be at a loss, in doubt, uncertain.”  Paul was not “at a loss” about what to do about the Gal.  He knew exactly what to do – teach them the truth of the word of God.  However, he was in doubt and uncertain about which way their volition would choose: for the word of God and grace or against the word of God and legalism.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on in Paul’s thinking.


The middle voice is an indirect, intensive, or dynamic middle in which the subject – Paul – acts with reference to himself.  Emphasis is upon Paul as the subject producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the preposition EN plus the dative of reference or dative of respect from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “about you.”  The concept expressed here looks back to verse 11. “I am afraid with reference to all of you, that perhaps in vain I have worked hard for you.”
“since I myself am in doubt about you.”
Gal 4:20 corrected translation
“In fact I wish I could be present face-to-face with you now and change my tone of voice, since I myself am in doubt about you.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul picks up the thought in verse 20 where he left off in verse 18.  Verses 18 and 20 state, “But it is better to strive for that which is noble at all times, and not only while I am present with you.  In fact I wish I could be present face-to-face with you now and change my tone of voice, since I myself am in doubt about you.”  Paul does not want to fight with them.  He only wants to teach them, help them understand the Christian way of life, and the spiritual life for the Church Age.
2.  Paul naturally would like to be with the Galatians right now during this crisis.  He knows that face-to-face teaching from him would help them understand the issue of grace versus legalism.  However, God the Holy Spirit knows better.  The best thing that could happen right now is for Paul to not be face-to-face with the Galatians.  Why?  They are being tested.  They are facing a volitional test of thought testing.


a.  Thought testing occurs when someone comes along whom we admire, trust, believe, and tells us something contrary to the Bible doctrine we have already learned.


b.  There is now a conflict between what God the Holy Spirit has deposited in our soul and what Satan has brought in to challenge it.


c.  Thought testing is a tough test to pass, because we have to distinguish between the person we love or admire and their thinking, which is erroneous.  We do not reject the person, but we must reject the thought.


d.  Satan likes to use people we love and admire or respect for thought testing.  Because we are so fearful of rejecting or hurting that person, we would rather change our beliefs.


e.  In this manner, Satan can get us to accept some of his false concepts, where normally we would not even consider doing so.


f.  People in romantic relationships and marriage do this all the time rather than offend or hurt their spouse.  They know their spouse is wrong and that the Bible does not teach the erroneous concepts they are pushing, but rather than hurt the feelings of their spouse or start a fight, they give in and accept the erroneous thing they believe.


g.  Paul wanted to be with the Galatians so he could straighten them out, but do it in a loving, kind, thoughtful, and tender manner, so that they would see that he had genuine care for them and that what he was saying was the real truth.


h.  But God wanted the Galatians to figure this out without having Paul face-to-face with them as a crutch.

3.  Paul would like to change his tone of voice and teach them as those who are positive to doctrine and trust in his spiritual gift.  Instead, Paul must be severe with them because of their antagonism to the word of God.  They have not rejected Paul, but the word of God.  Paul just happens to be a convenient target.  The Corinthians also accused him of taking a severe tone with them.


a.  When believers are out of line and negative to doctrine, they always blame the pastor.


b.  Paul’s opponents constantly accused him of being hateful and mean in his letters, while completely forgetting that he was often writing under the ministry of God the Holy Spirit.


c.  2 Cor 10:10, “For they say, ‘His letters are weighty and strong, but his personal presence is unimpressive and his speech contemptible.’”

d.  The argument of those who are wrong is always the same: if we cannot win the debate, because we are in the wrong, then attack the person or personality of our opponent.  This happens all the time in politics – if we cannot win on the issues, then attack the character of our opponent.

4.  What did Paul mean by the statement “since I myself am in doubt about you?”

a.  This phrase does not mean that Paul doubted that they were believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Galatians had already believed in Christ.  Paul was in doubt about whether or not they would accept grace as the system for the spiritual life of the Church Age.


b.  Paul was concerned that the Galatians, who had already turned to the Mosaic Law as the spiritual way of life, would continue in this heresy because of the legalistic Jewish Christians from Jerusalem.


c.  Paul did not know which way the Galatians would turn.  On the one hand, they had the choice of the spiritual life of the Church based upon grace; while on the other hand, they had the legalistic way of life of Judaism.


d.  Volition is the issue in the angelic conflict.  Paul could not make them believe in Bible doctrine and grace.  God the Holy Spirit would not coerce them to believe the truth.  If they want to believe the lie of legalism, then God will permit them to do so.  They will make themselves miserable trying to live that lifestyle, and God does not need to discipline them very much; they will do that to themselves.  God uses legalistic believers to test grace-oriented believers.


g.  So the Galatians are under thought testing and Paul has his doubts whether or not they will pass the test.

5.  Thought Testing.


a.  Thought testing occurs at all stages of Christian experience, in all three stages of spiritual adulthood.


b.  To pass thought testing at any stage of the Christian life, the believer must have pertinent doctrine, the filling of the Spirit to make the correct application of doctrine, and the ability to not be distracted by false issues or to be misled by wrong priorities.


c.  Mental attitude in the Christian life is the function of our thinking and the pressure of thought conflict in our soul.  We will always have questions.  If we’re patient, we’ll eventually receive the answers.


d.  What we really are at any given time is what we think.  We all are constantly changing in our thinking.  This can mean instability in life.


e.  The real us is the thought content of our soul.  Prov 23:7, “As he thinks within himself, so he is.”

f.  A thought can make or break us, depending on the nature of the thought.  It’s either thinking derived from doctrine or thinking derived from the propaganda of Satan.  One will improve us; one will break us apart.


g.  Mental attitude is the function of thought in our own soul, not what someone else thinks.  Our ability to cope with life, our happiness in life, and our attractiveness in life is based upon what we think.  We can’t borrow the thoughts of others; we have to do our own thinking, make our own decisions, handle our own problems.


h.  The most important question in life has to do with thinking: “What think you of Christ?” as found in Mt 22:42 and 26:66; Gal 6:3, “If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.”  Here is an example of a thought breaking you.

i.  Since thinking is such a crucial issue, there are mandates throughout the Bible with regard to thought testing.



(1)  Rom 12:2, “Stop being conformed to this world [age], but be transformed by the renovation of your thought, that you may prove what the will of God is, namely, the good [personal sense of destiny], the well-pleasing [spiritual autonomy], the complete [spiritual maturity].”


(2)  Rom 12:3, “For I say through the grace which has been given to me to everyone who is among you, stop thinking of self in terms of arrogance beyond what you ought to think, but think in terms of sanity for the purpose of being rational without illusion as God has assigned to each one of us a standard of thinking from doctrine.”   We choose to be sane or insane.



(3)  The Galatians’ problem is mentioned in Isa 55:6-9.  “Seek the Lord [positive volition to Bible doctrine] while He may be found; call upon Him while He is near.  Let the evil believer forsake his way, [negative volition toward doctrine must be reversed], and the unrighteous believer his thoughts.  Consequently, let him return to the Lord.  And He will have compassion on him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. ‘For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,’ says the Lord.  ‘For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts higher than your thoughts.’”

j.  Our spiritual warfare is a warfare based upon thought. 2 Cor 10:4-6, “For the equipment and the weapons of our warfare [spiritual] are not human attributes, but attributes of power by means of God [Father], against the destruction of fortifications [cosmic thinking], assaulting and demolishing [with Bible doctrine] speculations [cosmic thinking, human viewpoint thinking] and every obstacle of arrogance against the knowledge of God; even making a prisoner of every thought [contrary to the will of God] to the obedience of Christ; holding in readiness [metabolized doctrine as an instant reaction force] to punish all deviation when your obedience has been fulfilled.”


(1)  We can only capture erroneous thinking and supersede it with correct thinking by accepting Bible doctrine.  This means that each stage of spiritual adulthood has the ability to destroy certain mental attitude deviations.  The advance to spiritual maturity provides doctrinal viewpoint for the search and destroy missions in our spiritual warfare.



(2)  So, each advance in spiritual adulthood eliminates a certain amount of human viewpoint that is innate and resident in our thinking.



(3)  When spiritual maturity faces evidence testing to glorify God in the historic extension of the angelic conflict, the last cobwebs of human viewpoint are removed from the thinking.



(4)  To the extent that we have human viewpoint, we have a permanent source of unhappiness!  This is why believers so often oscillate between happiness and unhappiness, because there are too many areas of thinking that are strictly human viewpoint.  When human viewpoint comes into conflict with divine viewpoint, instead of pushing aside divine viewpoint, there must be the search and destroy missions from our doctrine to eliminate human viewpoint from our life.



(5)  Each stage of advance in spiritual adulthood destroys a battalion of human viewpoint which has infiltrated the mind, often since early childhood.


k.  Before reaching spiritual adulthood, thought distraction is primarily a result of cosmic involvement.



(1)  Thought distraction can be related to one’s arrogance.  Hypersensitivity fails to pass thought testing because of the arrogance of the demand syndrome, in which the believer seeks to control his periphery.  To do this he must distort or reject doctrine.


 
(2)  The most subtle and difficult test is thought distraction; preoccupation with self to the exclusion of Bible doctrine.



(3)  Thought distraction is also the result of one’s prejudice, inflexibility, unteachability, and the inability to take objective criticism from the teaching of Bible doctrine.  (The more prejudice we have, the less personal sense of destiny we have; therefore, the easier to be distracted by prejudicial thoughts.)



(4)  Too often, doubts in thought testing result from neglect of the systematic teaching of Bible doctrine, setting up wrong priorities in our life, and lack of a consistent spiritual life.



(5)  Too often, the believer tries to reconcile his favorite academic subject with the content of doctrine, e.g., philosophy, psychology, sociology, geology, anthropology, etc.  If the Word doesn’t line up with one’s favorite academic subject, he rejects the doctrine.



(6)  Thought distraction occurs when the believer is not interested in the variety of subjects found in the Word.  He is only motivated to listen and concentrate when the subject interests him.  The Bible is not our servant but our master.  Sometimes we must wait for answers.  All portions and subjects from the Bible are important to the believer.



(7)  The solution to thought distraction is:





(a)  Recovering from sin and consistency in taking in doctrine.





(b)  The faith-rest drill:  claiming promises with our faith, applying doctrinal rationales, making doctrinal conclusions.





(c)  Learning, accepting and applying the teaching of the word of God.
6
5

