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is the third person plural present active indicative from the verb ZĒLOW, which means:  

1.   in a good sense “to strive, desire, exert oneself earnestly “

a.  to strive for the more valuable spiritual gifts, 1 Cor 12:31.


b. to be deeply concerned about someone, court someone’s favor, Gal 4:17a; 2 Cor 11:2.


c. to manifest zeal;  it is commendable if zeal is shown at all times in what is good, Gal 4:18.

2.   in a bad sense to be filled with jealousy, envy toward someone, Acts 7:9; Acts 17:5; 1 Cor 13:4; Jam 4:2.  Meaning 1-b is the meaning here.


The present tense is a durative present for what has begun in the past and continues up to the present time.


The active voice indicates that the legalistic, Jewish Christians produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 is the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the Gal.

is the objective negative adverb OU, meaning “not” and slamming the door shut, plus the adverb of manner KALWS, which means “appropriately; in a manner free from objection; acceptably; rightly or honorably.”
“They are not honorably concerned about you,”
is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but.”
 is the aorist active infinitive from the verb EKKLEIW, which means “to shut out, or exclude.”  It is used literally ‘to shut out someone’ in the sense of withdrawal of fellowship, and in a figurative sense it means “to exclude someone” in the sense of making something impossible.”

The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist, which states a universal truth or a generally accepted fact.  It was universally well known that the Jews attempted to exclude all Gentiles from complete and total worship of God by their antagonism and hatred of all things Gentile.


The active voice indicates that the legalistic Jewish Christians produced this action.


The infinitive is used as a modifier of the main verb and functions as the infinitive of indirect object.

 is the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”
 is the third person plural present active indicative from the verb THELW, which means “to wish, to desire.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the Judaizing Christians continue to produce this action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“but they desire to exclude you,”
 is the inferential conjunction HINA, which is used with the subjunctive mood to introduce a purpose clause, and should be translated “in order that.”
is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun and correctly translated “them.”
is the second person plural present active subjunctive from the verb ZĒLOW, which means:

1.   in a good sense “to strive, desire, exert oneself earnestly “

a.  to strive for the more valuable spiritual gifts, 1 Cor 12:31.


b. to be deeply concerned about someone, court someone’s favor, Gal 4:17a; 2 Cor 11:2.


c. to manifest zeal;  it is commendable if zeal is shown at all times in what is good, Gal 4:18. 

2.   in a bad sense to be filled with jealousy, envy toward someone Acts 7:9; Acts 17:5; 1 Cor 13:4; Jam 4:2.  Meaning 2 is the meaning here, “in order that you might envy them.”
“in order that you might envy them.”
Gal 4:17 corrected translation
“They are not honorably concerned about you, but they desire to exclude you, in order that you might envy them.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul makes some divinely inspired personal observations about the character of the legalistic Christians.


a.  They are not honorably concerned about others.


b.  They desire to exclude others.


c.  They want others to envy them.

2.  “They are not honorably concerned about you.”

a.  Most people put on a front about being genuinely concerned about others.  They are hypocrites.


b.  A person who is truly concerned about someone else will give up something that legitimately belongs to them, in order to help someone else and they receive nothing in return.


c.  For example, in the military soldiers serve in order to provide freedom for others and receive little in return for the service they provide.  They risk their lives that others may be free.  Not all people have the courage to do this.


d.  Most politicians are in it for the money.  The money they get doesn’t come from their salaries, but from the surplus campaign contributions, which they are allowed to keep after the election is over.

e.  Most religious people are in it for the money.  Take away “tithing” and see how long they last serving others for nothing.


f.  Most doctors and lawyers are in it for the money, not because they have a burning desire to help others.


g.  But the worst of all are those believers who profess to be concerned about your soul and spiritual life, but really could care less about you.  Their concern is about themselves and what they are getting out of their “Christian work.”

h.  The Bible clearly talks about concern for others as a part of the virtue of the spiritual life.



(1)  Heb 2:6, “But one has testified somewhere [Ps 8:4], saying, ‘What is man, that You remember him? Or the son of man, that You are concerned about him?’”  This is a rhetorical question.  The answer is that even though we do not deserve to have God be concerned about us, He is infinitely concerned about us. Compare Job 7:17, “What is man that You magnify him, and that You are concerned about him.”


(2)  The Lord has always been concerned about Israel. Ex 3:16, “Go and gather the elders of Israel together and say to them, ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, has appeared to me, saying, “I am indeed concerned about you and what has been done to you in Egypt.”’”  Ex 4:31, “So the people believed; and when they heard that the Lord was concerned about the sons of Israel and that He had seen their affliction, then they bowed low and worshiped.”


(3)  Virtuous believers have a genuine concern for the poor. Prov 29:7, “The righteous is concerned for the rights of the poor, the wicked does not understand such concern.”  Compare Prov 29:10, “Men of bloodshed hate the blameless, but the upright are concerned for his life.”


(4)  Paul and his companions had a virtuous concern for other believers.




(a)  2 Cor 11:28-29, “Apart from such external things, there is the daily pressure on me of concern for all the churches.  Who is weak without my being weak? Who is led into sin without my intense concern?”



(b)  Phil 2:20, 28, “For I have no one else of kindred spirit who will genuinely be concerned for your welfare. …Therefore I have sent him all the more eagerly so that when you see him again you may rejoice and I may be less concerned about you.”



(c)  Phil 4:10, “But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at last you have revived your concern for me; indeed, you were concerned before, but you lacked opportunity.”



(d)  Col 4:13, “For I testify for him that he has a deep concern for you and for those who are in Laodicea and Hierapolis.”


(5)  Our Lord taught about the legalistic believers with false concern for others in His analogy of the shepherd and the sheep. Jn 10:11-13, “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.  He who is a hired hand [the legalistic believer], and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He flees because he is a hired hand and is not concerned about the sheep.”


(6)  Judas is another good example of the legalistic believer, even though Judas was not a believer. Jn 12:6, “Now he said this, not because he was concerned about the poor, but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box, he used to pilfer what was put into it.”
3.  “But they desire to exclude you.”

a.  The Jews hated the Gentiles so much that they did not want the Gentiles to even hear about Christ.  The best example of this was Jonah.


b.  The Jews would do anything they could to get a proselyte (talk someone into following the Mosaic Law without believing in Christ).  Mt 23:15, “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you travel around on sea and land to make one proselyte; and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves.”

c.  The Jews wanted the Gentiles to deeply desire the Mosaic Law, but not for the purpose of realizing their sinfulness and need for salvation, but so that the Gentiles would envy the Jews because of their “relationship with God.”

d.  In this very subtle way, the Jews sought to exclude the Gentiles from having a relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.

4.  “in order that you might envy them.”

a.  Envy is a sin.


b.  Envy is the inordinate lust to despise someone else because of what they have.


c.  The Jews wanted the Gentiles to envy them.  Their desire was that the Gentile believers in the Church be in a continuous state of sinfulness.


d.  This violated the royal law of the Church as found in Jam 2:8.  James was the Lord’s half brother and pastor of the Jerusalem church.  Some of his own members were the big problem for Paul and his team.  James taught against this type of behavior, but the legalists paid no attention to him and tried to get the Galatian believers to turn to the Mosaic Law.


e.  These legalists were full of inordinate ambition and inordinate competition.


f.  There is legitimate and inordinate competition in life.  The Bible condemns inordinate (unrestrained, unregulated, undisciplined) competition.


g.  Competition in the business world or in the athletic realm is legitimate, excellent, and advisable, but in the social, sexual, or spiritual realm it is a source of sin, evil, and controversy.


h.  Inordinate competition is found in social, sexual, and spiritual spheres of life.  It is a sign of arrogance and pride or jealousy, of insecurity.  The inordinate competitor is insecure socially, sexually, and spiritually.


i.  The person who doesn’t compete behind your back is a relaxed person; he is reliable with capacity for great friendship.  But getting into social, sexual, and spiritual competition destroys capacity for love in all categories.


j.  One of the pastor’s problems is sneaky, insecure, jealous people who compete against him and form conspiracies.


k.  An inordinate competitor always tries to put you down, and always finds a place to brag about taking advantage of you to others.


l.  A competitor always tries to impress you with the wrong things.  A competitor is never relaxed around others.  He is always trying to prove something, always trying to impress someone, always trying to put someone down.


m.  Inordinate competition comes in many forms and performs many adverse functions in life.  It has a facade of sweetness, flattery, pseudo spirituality, but behind it is an arrogant, jealous, insecure, hypocritical person, waiting to strike like a viper.  Beware of the person who always talks about doctrine.


n.  The inordinately competitive person likes to play games like spiritual king of the mountain, asking questions and telling you the answers, using violence to impress you, a muscle flexor, a man who brags about his sexual conquests, a person who boasts about how he outwits other males, or a person who uses sarcasm to put people down.


o.  He is motivated by pride or jealousy.  He is emotional, therefore, often a tongues person, self-righteous, legalistic, anti-authority, and sometimes conspiratorial.  He always seeks to put down some authority in his vicinity.


p.  The believer must learn to spot him, his games, and separate from him.  Only in isolation does the competitor wake up to his need of doctrine.


q.  The degenerate competitor does not adjust to the justice of God.  He never functions on the grace principle that justice demands justice. 

r.  The inordinate competitor becomes a distraction to doctrinal perception both in himself and others, because he concentrates more on being superior to his contemporaries than he does on humbling himself under the mighty hand of God.
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