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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

is the emphatic use of the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, which should be translated “In fact.”  Then we have the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means, “to know.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect which regards the knowledge, which the Galatian believers have about Paul’s initial visit to them, as a present state resulting from a completed action.

The active voice indicates that the Galatian believers produce the action of knowing all about the reasons for Paul’s initial visit.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

is the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, translated “that” and used to introduce the content of the verb of thinking just mentioned; that is, what the Galatians know.

 is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the feminine singular noun ASTHENEIA, which means “weakness, frailty, or sickness.”  Here it means “because of the sickness” as in the following passages:

Lk 13:11-12, “And there was a woman who for eighteen years had a sickness caused by a spirit; and she was bent double, and could not straighten up at all.  When Jesus saw her, He called her over and said to her, ‘Woman, you are freed from your sickness.’”
Lk 5:15, “But the news about Him was spreading even farther, and large crowds were gathering to hear Him and to be healed of their sicknesses.”
Lk 8:2, “and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and sicknesses: Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out,”
Jn 11:4, “But when Jesus heard this He said, ‘This sickness is not to end in death, but for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified by it.’”
Acts 28:9, “After this had happened, the rest of the people on the island who had diseases were coming to him and getting cured.”
1 Tim 5:23, “No longer drink water exclusively, but use a little wine for the sake of your stomach and your frequent ailments.”
is the subjective genitive from the masculine singular article used as a personal pronoun and the noun SARX, meaning “of my flesh.”
“In fact you know that because of the sickness of my flesh”
is the first person singular aorist middle indicative from the verb EUAGGELIZW, which means “to proclaim good news.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist which gathers Paul’s first visit to the Galatians into a single whole and looks at is as a fact.


The middle voice is an indirect middle which lays stress on Paul as the subject producing the action of bringing the good news of the gospel to the Galatians.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”
 is the accusative from the neuter singular article and the comparative adjective PROTEROS, used as an adverb of time, and translated “before, formerly.”
“I proclaimed the gospel to you formerly.”
Gal 4:13 corrected translation
“In fact you know that because of the sickness of my flesh I proclaimed the gospel to you formerly.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul continues his thought by expanding on his previous statement in verse 12 that he is just like the Galatians.  He uses as his illustration that the first time he came to the Galatians to proclaim the gospel he was ill.

2.  The nature of this illness is not given; therefore, it would be wrong for anyone to speculate on what the problem was.  The nature of the illness or sickness is not the issue, but the fact that Paul was human, just like the Galatians, and yet he continued to drive on doing his mission of presenting the gospel.

3.  Some exegetes have tried to use this verse as a proof text for supporting the north Galatian theory versus the south Galatian theory.  It really does nothing to support either theory.  It only proves that Paul had been to the Galatians and proclaimed the gospel prior to him writing this epistle.

4.  Not stated directly, but strongly implied by this verse is the fact that God the Holy Spirit used a temporary illness in the apostle Paul to stop his missionary journey, so that he was forced to stay in Galatia and proclaim the gospel while recovering his health.  Therefore, Paul received divine guidance through his own bodily illness.

5.  Divine guidance is the doctrine of knowing the will of God for our life, related to both specific and general things, by the operation of our own thinking in the application of doctrine under two categories: The short term will of God, which means, what does God want me to do today?  The long term will of God, which means, what does God want me to do with my life?


a.  Divine guidance is the communication of God’s will through Bible doctrine.  The will of God for the believer is found in every imperative mood found in the New Testament and in the future indicative mood in the original languages of Scripture.


b.  God’s will for the Church Age believer is clearly expressed in the Canon of Scripture, with emphasis on the epistles of the New Testament.


c.  Before the completion of the New Testament Canon, God’s will was sometimes revealed in other ways (but no longer): through direct communication from God in dreams, visions, dialogues, part of the Canon which then existed, discipline, and the teaching of angels.


d.  Every divine mandate in the epistles dealing with the filling of the Spirit, perception, acceptance, application of Bible doctrine, and spiritual growth are major factors in divine guidance.


e.  We cannot know the will of God apart from the residence of doctrine in our stream of consciousness.


f.  God’s will is made known to the believer by the direct statement of Scripture.  But the will of the Lord is also made known to us by divine punishment.  Divine discipline and human disaster as a classification of guidance from God is limited to the negative aspect of God’s will.



(1)  Divine discipline is a warning signal from God that the believer is not in the will of God.  Divine discipline can only correct.



(2)  Discipline and disaster is God saying, “No, you are not in My will.”  Therefore, divine discipline is limited to warning.  Sometimes undeserved suffering is used in this way.


g.  The very fact that God makes His will known to Church Age believers indicates the importance of the principles of doctrine.


h.  The sovereignty of God and the free will of man coexist in human history to resolve the prehistoric angelic conflict.  Since they coexist in history, God intends for us to know and do His will.  God guides us as part of the resolution of the angelic conflict.
    
i.  The volition of the believer can respond or react to the will of God.  Positive volition results in the believer executing the plan of God.  Negative volition results in the believer’s failure to fulfill the plan and glorify God.  It is not the will of God for any believer to be a loser.

We do the will of God by believing in Christ.  This is the beginning of divine guidance.

    
j.  Divine guidance is the doctrine of determining the will of God for our life.  Most people want to run to someone else and get counseling.  If we are not learning doctrine daily, all the counseling in the world will not help us determine God’s will for our life.  Divine guidance and the execution of the will of God is always a private matter between us and God.
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