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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun HĒMERA, meaning “days” and referring to certain “holy” days, such as the Sabbath, which were commanded by the Mosaic Law to be observed.

Ex 20:8, “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.”
Lev 16:29, “This shall be a permanent statute for you: in the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, you shall humble your souls and not do any work, whether the native, or the alien who sojourns among you;”
Lev 23:24, “Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘In the seventh month on the first of the month you shall have a rest, a reminder by blowing of trumpets, a holy convocation.’”
Lev 23:27, “On exactly the tenth day of this seventh month is the day of atonement; it shall be a holy convocation for you, and you shall humble your souls and present an offering by fire to the Lord.”
 is the second person plural present middle indicative from the verb PARATĒREW, which means “to watch closely, to observe carefully” in the active voice, but in the middle voice it means “to observe scrupulously.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is now going on among reversionistic believers in Galatia.


The middle voice is an intensive middle, which places stress on the Galatian reversionists as the ones producing this action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that these believers have reverted back to the standards of the Mosaic Law.

is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative masculine plural direct object from the noun MĒN, meaning “months” and referring to the festival of the new moon celebrated each month as a part of the Mosaic Law.

is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun KAIROS, meaning “times or seasons” and is a reference to the observance of festal seasons of the Mosaic Law.
Ex 23:15, “You shall observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread; for seven days you are to eat unleavened bread, as I commanded you, at the appointed time in the month Abib, for in it you came out of Egypt. And none shall appear before Me empty-handed.”
Ex 34:18, “You shall observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread. For seven days you are to eat unleavened bread, as I commanded you, at the appointed time in the month of Abib, for in the month of Abib you came out of Egypt.”
is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun ENIAUTOS, which means “years” and refers to the Sabbatical years commanded to be observed by the Mosaic Law.

Gal 4:10 corrected translation
“You are observing scrupulously days and months and seasons and years.”
Explanation:
1.  Compare the following passages:


a.  Lev 23.


b.  Num 28-29 (read these two chapters to get the background).


c.  Rom 14:5, “For on the one hand, this one [weak believer] considers one day greater than another day, on the other hand, that one [spiritual believer] considers every day alike from the Lord.  Let each one be fully convinced in his own mind.”

d.  Col 2:16, “Therefore, let no one criticize [find fault with] you because of what you eat and because of what you drink or with regard to the observance of a religious holiday or the new moon or the Sabbaths.”
2.  The problem was that some of the Galatians were listening to the Judaizing Christians and going back to the Mosaic Law and attempting to observe it as the means of executing the spiritual life of the Church Age. Acts 15:5, “But some of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed stood up, saying, ‘It is necessary to circumcise them and to direct them to observe the Law of Moses.’”  Cf. verse 24, “Since we have heard that some of our number to whom we gave no instruction have disturbed you with their words, unsettling your souls.”
3.  The Mosaic Law was never given to the Church.  This is the fallacy of covenant theology.  We have a higher code in the royal family honor code.  The Church has no animal sacrifices, Saturday worship, specialized priesthood, etc.


a.  Rom 3:28, “We conclude then that man is justified by faith apart from the works of the Law.”

b.  Rom 7:1-4, 6, “Or are you ignorant, brethren (for I communicate to those who know the law), that the Mosaic Law lords it over mankind for as long a time as he lives [as an unbeliever]?  For the wife under the authority of her husband has been bound to her husband by law while he is living; but if the husband has died, she has been released by the law from her first husband.  So then if, while her husband is living, she has become intimate with another man she shall be classified as an adulteress; but if her husband has died [or divorced], she is free from that law, so that she is not an adulteress, though she has become married to another man.  Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die with reference to the Law by the human body of the Christ, with the result that you might belong to another, to the One Who has been raised up from deaths [spiritual death, physical death], in order that we might bear fruit to the God.    But now we have been released from the Law as a marriage counselor, through having died to that by which we were bound [first marriage], that we might serve in a new marriage by the Spirit and not in the old marriage by the letter.”

c.  Gal 2:19, “For I have died with reference to the Law by the Law, in order that I might begin to live with reference to God.  I have been crucified with Christ.”
4.  Limitations of the Mosaic Law (called “weakness and uselessness of the Law” in Heb 7:18).


a.  The Mosaic Law cannot justify anyone before God as a system of works, Acts 13:39; Phil 3:9.  The Law was given as a system for understanding sin, not as a system of salvation.  The Law points to the fact that we need salvation but it cannot save.



(1)  Rom 3:20-22, “Because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for by the Law is the knowledge of sin.  But now apart from the Law, the righteousness of God is manifested...even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinction.”


(2)  Rom 3:28, “Therefore, we contend that a person is justified by faith apart from the works of the Law.”


(3)  Gal 2:16, “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law, but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ that we might be justified by faith and not by the works of the Law.  For by the works of the Law no man will be justified.”

b.  The Mosaic Law cannot provide eternal salvation, Gal 3:21-26.


c.  The Mosaic Law cannot provide the filling of the Holy Spirit, necessary for the execution of the Christian way of life and/or the plan of God, Gal 3:2ff.


d.  The Mosaic Law cannot solve the problems of the sin nature and spiritual death at birth, Rom 8:2-3.  It cannot provide a righteousness acceptable to God.  It must remain in its proper setting as the basis for the function of a nation.  In other words, the Mosaic Law defines the problem and points to the solution, but doesn’t provide the solution.


e.  The spiritual equality of the Church Age did not exist under the Mosaic Law.  To be a priest you had to be born into the tribe of Levi under the Law.  Under the Church Age plan we are not only priests but royal priests.


f.  The Law never provided for the indwelling of the Trinity in the body of all believers.


g.  The Law never provided for the baptism of the Holy Spirit.


h.  The Law never provided for the availability of divine power from all three members of the Trinity.


i.  The Law never provided for a unique dispensation of only historical trends and no prophecy.

5.  The perpetual application of the Mosaic Law is found in 1 Tim 1:8-11, “We know that the Law is good, if one uses it lawfully.  Know this fact that the Law was never made for a righteous person, but for those who are lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who murder their fathers and mothers, for murderers in general, for fornicators and homosexuals, for kidnappers and liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God with which gospel I have been entrusted.”  The perpetual application of the Mosaic Law is to bring people to the place where they recognize the need for a savior.

6.  Dr. Charles E. Feinberg’s seventeen points on why the believer is not under the Law.


a.  A believer under the Law makes Christ a minister of sin, Gal 2:17.


b.  The believer has died to the Law, Gal 2:19.


c.  A believer has received all the benefits of the Spirit through faith, Gal 3:1-5.


d.  The Law brings nothing but condemnation, Gal 3:10-14.


e.  God’s promised blessings to Abraham, of which Abrahamic route all believers partake (Rom 11), antedate the giving of the Law.  Therefore, the Law cannot be a prior claim, Gal 3:15-17.


f.  The Law has no power to give life or to sustain life, Gal 3:21.


g.  The Law is intended only for the immature, while positionally, believers are full-grown sons, Gal 3:23-4:7.


h.  The Law is a bondage to the believer, Gal 4:9.


i.  Law and grace are mutually exclusive principles; therefore, choose one or the other, Gal 4:21-31.


j.  The believer has an abiding freedom in Christ, Gal 5:1.


k.  The believer must keep all the Law, if he would attempt to keep even part of it, Gal 5:2-4.


l.  The persuasion to put the believer under the Law is not from God, Gal 5:8.


m.  Legalism of the believer does away with the offense of the cross, Gal 5:11.


n.  All the Law is fulfilled by the Holy Spirit, Gal 5:16-24.


o.  The life of the believer must be sustained on the same principle as his new birth or regeneration, Gal 5:25.


p.  The believer’s proneness to sin calls for him dealing with grace, not dealing according to the Law, Gal 6:1-5.


q.  All who advocate the Law for the believer cannot keep it themselves, and their intention is ultimately to glory in the flesh, Gal 6:13.
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