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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 is the transitional use of the postpositive particle DE, meaning “Now” plus the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means, “to say, speak, tell, report; affirm, declare; to mean.”  Here it means to declare.


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is now going on as Paul writes.


The active voice indicates that Paul is the one producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

is the preposition EPI plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the masculine singular correlative adjective HOSOS, meaning “as long as” and the noun CHRONOS, meaning “time as a succession of events,” all of which means “for as long a time as” or as we commonly say in English “for as long as.”
is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KLĒRONOMOS, which means “the heir” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective NĒPIOUS, which means “infant.”

The word KLĒRONOMOS is used in the following passages:

Mt 21:38; Mk 12:7; Lk 20:14, “But when the vine-growers saw the son, they said among themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.’”
Rom 8:17, “and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.”
Gal 3:29, “But if you belong to Christ and you do, certainly you are the children of Abraham, the heirs on the basis of the promise.”
Tit 3:7, “so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.”
Jam 2:5, “Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?”

The word NĒPIOUS is found in:

1 Cor 13:11, “When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, think like a child, reason like a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things.”
Rom 2:20, “An instructor of the ignorant [Gentiles] a teacher of immature ones [Gentiles], having a superficial form of knowledge and of the doctrine in the Law.”
Eph 4:14, “in order that we no longer be childish [fragmented], destabilized in heavy seas [adversities, problems] and driven out of control by every wind of false teaching, by the trickery [cheating with the loaded dice] of cosmic evangelists, by misrepresentation [cunning, deception, guile, craftiness] of cosmic evangelists for the purpose of deceitful scheming [or the scheming of deceit].”
1 Thes 2:7, “though we are able to insist on our authority as apostles of Christ.  But we became child-like ones among you as when a nurse takes care of her own children.”
Heb 5:13, “For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant.”
 is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”

The present tense is a static present which presents a perpetually existing condition; we are joint-heirs with the Lord Jesus Christ forever.


The active voice indicates that we produce the action of being heirs of God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“Now I am declaring, for as long as the heir is a child,”
is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular adjective OUDEIS used as a substantive and translated “in no respect, in no way, in nothing.”
 is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb DIAPHERW, which in its intransitive meaning is translated “to differ; to be different.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition which continues as long as the heir is a child.


The active voice indicates that the heir produces the action of being no different than a slave.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the ablative of separation from the masculine singular noun DOULOS, which means “from a slave.”  This is a reference to the slave who was in charge of guarding the child as he grew up.

“he is different in no respect from a slave,”
 is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular anarthrous noun KURIOS, which means “the owner” and is used several times this way by our Lord in His parables.

 is the descriptive genitive from the neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “of everything.”
 is the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”

The nominative masculine singular refers to the heir as the subject of this sentence.


The present tense is a static present for a condition, which perpetually exists as long as the heir is a child and not ready to receive his inheritance.


The active voice indicates the heir produces the action.


The participle is a concessive participle, which denotes the status in spite of which the action of the main verb takes place.  It is translated “although he is.”
“although he is the owner of everything,”
Gal 4:1 corrected translation
“Now I am declaring, for as long as the heir is a child, he is different in no respect from a slave, although he is the owner of everything,”
Explanation:
1.  Paul now enters direct discourse and makes a declarative statement.  As long as the Church Age believer is a spiritual child, he receives no benefit from being the heir of God, even though he is the heir of God the Father and a joint-heir with Christ, and so owns all his or her blessings for time and eternity.

2.  We have already seen in the previous chapter of this letter that we are the heirs of God the Father and joint-heirs with Christ.  This is the result of being in union with Christ.

3.  We are born again as children of God the Father in union with Christ.  We are joint-heirs with Christ because we are in union with Him.  Since He is the heir of all things and we are joint-heirs with Him, we are, therefore, the owners of everything beyond our wildest dreams and imagination for both time and eternity.

4.  We are the heirs of the greatest possible blessings for both time and eternity.  These are called our escrow blessings.


a.  The sealed agreement of God the Father as the grantor is found in the verses which use the phrase “the riches of His glory” and Eph 1:2-3. “Grace to you for your benefit and prosperity [escrow blessings] from God the Father [the grantor of our escrow blessings] and our Lord Jesus Christ [the depositary for escrow blessings].  Worthy of praise and glorification is the God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Christ.”  Antecedent grace blessings include two categories.



(1)  Greater blessings to the believer for time.



(2)  Greater blessings to the believer in the eternal state.


b.  Eph 1:18, “I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know what is the confidence of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance to the saints.”

c.  Eph 3:16, “that He would give you on the basis of the riches of His glory to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in your inner person.”

d.  Phil 4:19, “My God will supply [make full, fill up] every need of yours on the basis of His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”

e.  Col 1:27, “to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of the mystery among the Gentiles which is Christ in you, the confidence of glory.”

f.  In 1 Cor 2:9, escrow blessings are a part of our portfolio of invisible assets, “However, as it stands written, ‘Things which the eye has not seen and the ear has not heard and no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love Him.’”

g.  This same principle existed for the mature believers of the Old Testament.  Prov 8:18, “With me [the personification of Bible doctrine] are riches and honor [for time], enduring wealth and prosperity [for eternity].”

h.  The escrow blessings deposited by God the Father in eternity past are called in Eph 3:8, “the inexhaustible riches in Christ.”  Our escrow blessings have been deposited with or in Christ.

5.  Even though God the Father has provided the most fantastic things for us for time and eternity, Paul’s point in this verse is that the heir is no different from the slave who guards him as long as that believer remains a spiritual child.


a.  We all start out the spiritual life as children.  We are born again and know nothing.  We have no vocabulary and no ability to think about God or spiritual things.


b.  Some believers begin to learn things from the word of God and therefore grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  As they continue to grow up spiritually and mature they develop a personal sense of destiny and a personal love for God.


c.  Some believers are not interested in learning anything about God after salvation and just go their miserable way through life until they eventually die in a state of disillusion, misery, confusion, bitterness, and anger.  They have remained spiritual children all their lives and have remained slaves to the lust pattern of their old sin nature.


d.  As we grow up spiritually, we begin to develop a personal love for God.  This personal love for God motivates us to resist temptation and say “no” to the lust pattern of the sin nature.  Our slavery to the sin nature ends and we are free to live our lives as unto the Lord.


e.  This produces the most fantastic happiness in life, which is called CHARA in the Greek.  Therefore, our AGAPĒ love for God the Father combines with our pure happiness or CHARA.  The result is a state of rapport with God, which produces the greatest tranquility and harmony with God.  This is called EIRĒNĒ in the Greek New Testament and glorifies God to the maximum.


f.  At the point of maximum glorification of God, God shares the most fantastic blessings with us, which glorifies Him even more.


g.  But for the believers who reject Bible doctrine as the means of having a mature relationship with God, they do not love God personally; they do not have any happiness; they have no resultant rapport with God or tranquility, and they remain no better than those unbelievers who are slaves to the desires of their sin nature.


h.  Therefore, being an heir of God the Father and a joint-heir with Christ has been of no benefit to them for time, and will be of no benefit to them in eternity.  Even though they are still saved and still go to heaven, they receive none of the indescribable eternal blessing reserved for them in heaven ready to be revealed.
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