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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural pronominal demonstrative adjective TOSOUTOS, which is used as a substantive and should be translated “so many things.”  The correlative adjective means: “so much, so large, so great, so many.”
 is the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PASCHW, which means “to suffer: have you suffered.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the entire Christian life of the Galatian believers and gathers it into a single whole, and then regards that whole from the standpoint of the existing results.


The active voice indicates that the Galatians produced this action of suffering.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions, here a rhetorical question that does not expect an answer.

is the adverb of manner EIKEI, meaning “in vain, for nothing; without reason; thoughtlessly, without proper consideration.”
“Have you suffered so many things in vain?”
is the second class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s not true.”  With this we have the postpositive enclitic particle GE, which adds emphasis to the word with which it is associated, distinguishing it as the least or the most important.  Here it is associated with the word EI, “if.”  It is translated “indeed, at least, even” but is not always translatable into English.  Finally we have the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even.”  The phrase will be translated, “If indeed…even...”
Ellipsis demands the insertion of a verb here.  We have two choices:

1.  The verb used in context PASCHW, “you have suffered.”  or

2.  The verb EIMI, meaning “it is.”
In either case the sense is the same and the thought is not lost.  Since the verb in context is a more exact expression of what is in Paul’s mind, I will use that verb in the ellipsis.

is the adverb of manner EIKEI, meaning “in vain, for nothing; without reason; thoughtlessly, without proper consideration.”
“If indeed [you have] even [suffered] in vain.”
Gal 3:4 corrected translation
“Have you suffered so many things in vain?  If indeed [you have] even [suffered] in vain.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul asks another question, but this question is not rhetorical and the answer definitely hangs in the balance.  “Have you suffered so many things in vain?”

a.  Here we have an implied fact that the Galatians have had some suffering, just because they became believers.



(1)  Remember it was against the State religion for a person to not worship Caesar as a god.



(2)  All members of Greek society (and the Galatians were members of a Greek society) were expected to become heavily involved in the local government, local politics, and the affairs of this world.  This was contrary to the teachings of Christianity, which said that we are not to become involved in the affairs of Satan’s cosmic system.



(3)  All grace oriented believers were eventually persecuted by the legalistic Judaizers who made false claims against them.



(4)  Christianity was still very much considered as nothing more than a sect of Judaism, and Judaism was persecuted at various times and in various places throughout the Roman Empire.  Often Christians were caught up unjustly in these persecutions.



(5)  Satan was not about to permit the invasion of a unique spiritual life into his kingdom, and so Christians were persecuted by others through demon influence.


b.  Suffering is also a normal part of spiritual growth.



(1)  All Christians suffer.



(2)  Suffering is a normal part of living.  Everyone who is alive suffers.



(3)  Everyone has adversity, but that adversity does not have to become stress in the soul.  We turn suffering into stress in the soul by our own volition, by the value we place on the suffering.



(4)  All Christians suffer divine discipline because all Christians commit personal sins after salvation.  Heb 12:6 says that the Lord skins alive with a whip every son whom He receives.  We all receive divine discipline for our personal sins, which is also a part of suffering.



(5)  We all suffer for blessing.  Suffering for blessing is designed to test us, to give us the opportunity to apply the doctrines we are learning, so we can value the word of God even more.


c.  Suffering is designed to develop our true love for God in our soul and to develop our respect for God.



(1)  True love and respect always go together.  For example, the man brings true love to the marriage as his part of love and the women brings respect for the man as her part of love.  Together they produce coalescence of souls in love.



(2)  The same is true of our love for God.  Not only must we develop true love for God through our grace orientation and doctrinal orientation, but we must also respect God.  Either we develop phenomenal respect for the word of God or God will force us to have phenomenal respect for His love through divine discipline.



(3)  Suffering intensifies our true love for God because of His grace toward us in preparation for suffering and while in suffering.  Suffering also intensifies our respect for God’s righteousness, love, and justice as He dramatically delivers us through suffering as we use the spiritual problem-solving devices.


d.  But Paul asks if all the suffering the Galatians have gone through has been in vain.  Did they become believers, learn all that doctrine, and receive all that rejection by others in vain?  Was all that spiritual training, all that repetitious teaching of doctrine, all that time in Bible class for nothing?  It was, if they are now going to live their spiritual lives based upon works, which is no spiritual life at all.

2.  Paul’s second statement in this verse indicates that the Galatians really haven’t suffered all that much.


a.  Their suffering was nothing more than that which is common to man, and in every case God always provided the solution to the suffering before they needed it.


b.  If the solution was there before the problem, how difficult was the problem really?  This is Paul’s logical conclusion.


c.  Paul is saying, “Sure you suffered.  But did you really suffer all that much?  Didn’t God provide for all your needs in advance?  Were not all your prayers answered before you called?  Didn’t you have the problem-solving devices before the problems came along?  Wasn’t the Lord Jesus Christ for you, so that no one could stand against you?  How much did you really have to suffer, knowing that you have complete victory over death, that you have nothing to fear, that logistical grace will always provide for you, that you even have blessing by association with others?  How bad was it really?”

d.  Finally, Paul implies that the suffering they received was never in vain.



(1)  If they were growing in grace and the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, then any suffering they received was for their accelerated spiritual advance, and therefore, for their blessing.



(2)  If they were not growing in grace, but going into moral degeneracy, then any suffering they received was for divine discipline, which was also for their benefit, to try to bring them back to the word of God.



(3)  Therefore, they have not suffered in vain.  God cannot, does not, and will not ever provide suffering for us in vain.  God does not do anything in vain.  We do many things in vain, but God cannot do anything in vain.



(4)  God has a perfect plan for our lives, which includes perfect suffering when necessary, and for all the right reasons.  God’s timing is perfect.  He knows the best time for suffering, blessing; that is, suffering for blessing in our lives.  Paul knew this and was reminding the Galatians who had forgotten this principle in their legalistic arrogance.
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