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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

is the particle HWSTE, which is used two ways:

1.  It is used to introduce independent clauses (which means it introduces a statement, which is independent of what was previously said.  In this use it is translated “For this reason, therefore, so.”  Paul uses the word this way in Gal 3:9, 4:7, 16 with the indicative mood in the main verb, which follows.

2.  It is used to introduce dependent clauses (which means it introduces a statement, which is dependent upon what was previously stated.  In this use it is translated “so that.”  It was used this way by Paul in Gal 2:13 with the indicative mood in the main verb which follows, “so that even Barnabas was carried away...”
3.  Therefore, it could go either way here.  So, the criteria must be what best fits the thought of the context.


a.  The previous sentence introduced the idea that “we kept being guarded under the Law.”

b.  This verse continues with that same idea and adds the concept that the Mosaic Law functioned as a bodyguard for the human race until the human race was mature enough to function under the freedom of the Church Age.


c.  Therefore, the correct translation of this word is “so that.”
is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun NOMOS, which means “the Law” and is a reference to the Mosaic Law.

 is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun PAIDAGWGOS, plus the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our bodyguard.”  It means:

“attendant (slave), custodian, guide, literally ‘boy-leader,’ the man, usually a slave, whose duty it was to conduct the boy or youth to and from school and to superintend his conduct generally; he was not a ‘teacher’; and are differentiated in Greek literature (therefore the translation “tutor” in the NASV is absolutely incorrect).  When the young man became of age the PAIDAGWGOS was no longer needed.  Paul uses it for a person to whom respect is due, beside the father 1 Cor 4:15.  In Gal 3:24 Paul indicates that the human race remains under the authority of the Mosaic law as a PAIDAGWGOS, until God declares, by sending his Son, that the human race has come of age.” 
 is the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect which describes a completed action in past time.


The active voice indicates that the Law produced the action of the becoming our bodyguard.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

is the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of measure or extent of time from the masculine singular proper name CHRISTOS, which means “until Christ.”  In English we have to lengthen this phrase to get the proper meaning.  We would say, “until the time of Christ” or “until Christ came.”
“so that the Law became our bodyguard until the time of Christ,”

is the conjunction HINA, used to introduce a final purpose clause here.  It is translated “in order that.”
 is the preposition EK plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular noun PISTIS, meaning “by faith.”
 is the first person plural aorist passive subjunctive from the verb DIKAIOW, which means “to be declared righteous, to be justified.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers our salvation into a single whole and looks at it as a fact unrelated to time.


The passive voice indicates that we receive the action of being declared righteous by God based upon our faith in Christ.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to introduce a final purpose clause.

“in order that we might be declared righteous by faith.”
Gal 3:24 corrected translation
“so that the Law became our bodyguard until the time of Christ, in order that we might be declared righteous by faith.”
Explanation:
1.  The entire sentence reads, “But before faith came, we kept being guarded under the Law, being confined because of the about to be revealed doctrine, so that the Law became our bodyguard until the time of Christ, in order that we might be declared righteous by faith.”
2.  The key to understanding this sentence correctly is in understanding the analogy to the PAIDAGWGOS.


a.  A PAIDAGWGOS was a slave who conducted the boys from home to the gym and to school and back home.  He watched over them, guarded them, and protected them.


b.  This slave was used by the better class of Roman and Greek families and was in charge of the boys from about ages 6-14 and girls from ages 6-12.


c.  The PAIDAGWGOS watched his behavior at home and attended him when he went away from home.  He was like an attendant, not an instructor.  His primary purpose was to protect him from evil, both physical and moral.


d.  So the PAIDAGWGOS was not a teacher.  His task was PAIDEIA, meaning “the act of up-bringing, training; to raise a child by discipline and correction; to instruct (in morality not academics).”

e.  The PAIDAGWGOS was not only to accompany the child to and from school, but he was never to lose sight of him in public.  He was to prevent association with bad companions and to inculcate moral lessons at every opportunity.


f.  He was therefore obligated to maintain rigid discipline.   Thus the surveillance of the PAIDAGWGOS carried with it the idea of strictness, bordering on severity.  In Latin he was called the CUSTODES and his function came to be associated with moroseness and severity.  He was a familiar figure in the streets and became perverse in his sourness of expression.


g.  Paul used the word in 1 Cor 4:15, “For if you were to have countless PAIDAGWGOI in Christ, yet you would not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel.”  Here Paul used the word to contrast the function of the PAIDAGWGOS with that of the boy’s father.


h.  To the average boy, the PAIDAGWGOS must have represented the incorporation of everything horrible.  Hence, Paul’s figure or illustration may be paraphrased, “the Law was a necessary but irksome PAIDAGWGOS to direct us to the time of Christ, when doctrine would come and take over as our guardian.”

i.  Therefore, the Mosaic Law was a PAIDAGWGOS to the Jews, hard, severe, and unbending in its guardianship of them when they were youths.  The implication is that when faith in Christ came to the Jews, they matured spiritually and no longer needed a PAIDAGWGOS.  They could now be protected by the Bible doctrine in their own souls as adult sons.

3.  However, the key point that Paul is making is not about the function of the Mosaic Law as a bodyguard of the Jews until they could grow up spiritually, but the fact that we are declared righteous by faith in Christ.


a.  This has been his central thrust since Gal 2:16:

Gal 2:16 “Furthermore we know that mankind is not justified by means of the works of the Law unless [he is justified] through faith in Jesus Christ, and so we have believed in Christ Jesus, in order that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by means of the works of the Law, since by the works of the Law not any flesh will be justified.”
Gal 3:2 “I want to learn only this from you: did you receive the Spirit because of the works of the Law or because of the message of faith?”
Gal 3:6 “Just as Abraham believed in God [the Lord Jesus Christ], and so it was credited to him for the purpose of righteousness.”
Gal 3:7 “Consequently, you should recognize that those who are from the source of faith, these are the sons of Abraham.”
Gal 3:8 “In fact, the Scripture, having previously seen that God declares the Gentiles righteous by faith, proclaims the good news ahead of time to Abraham, ‘All the Gentiles will be blessed because of you.’”
Gal 3:9 “For this reason those who are by faith are blessed with believing Abraham.”
Gal 3:10 “For you see, as many as are [trying to be saved] by the works of the Law, they are under a curse.  For it stands written, ‘Cursed is everyone who does not abide by everything which has been written in the book of the Law to do them.’”
Gal 3:11 “But [my previous statement] ‘by the Law no one is declared righteous before God’ is clear because ‘The righteous shall live by faith.’”
Gal 3:12 “In fact the Law is not by means of faith, but ‘The one who practices them [the requirements of the Mosaic Law] must live by means of them.’”
Gal 3:13 “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse as a substitute for us, for it stands written, ‘Cursed is everyone who permits himself to hang on the wood.’”
Gal 3:14 “in order that Abraham’s blessing might come to the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, so that we might receive the promise from the Spirit by faith.”
Gal 3:18 “For if the inheritance [eternal salvation] is through the Law [but it is not], [it is] no longer from the source of the promise.  But God showed Himself to be gracious to Abraham by means of a promise.”
Gal 3:21 “Therefore, is the Law against the promises of God?  Absolutely not!  For you see, if a law had been given which is able to give life, certainly righteousness would have been by the Law.”
Gal 3:22 “But the Scripture has imprisoned everyone under the sin nature, in order that the promise might be given to those who believe by faith in Jesus Christ.” 

Gal 3:23 “But before faith came, we kept being guarded under the Law, being confined because of the about to be revealed doctrine,”
Gal 3:24 “so that the Law became our bodyguard until the time of Christ, in order that we might be declared righteous by faith.”

b.  Paul keeps hammering the point home with a single connected system of logic that salvation comes through faith in Christ and that faith has nothing to do with the Mosaic Law.  The Mosaic Law is not the means of salvation and it is not a part of the spiritual life of the Church Age.


c.  The error of Covenant Theology.



(1)  Covenant theology does not believe in dispensationalism.  Some things God has eternally decreed to do Himself, such as creation.  Other things God has decreed to do through the free will of man.  This is the one point in which so much of theology has been blinded, and is why dispensationalism has been covered up by covenant theology.



(2)  While the New Testament epistles are very clear about the will, purpose, and plan of God for each Church Age believer, the tendency of reform and covenant theology is to extrapolate the Christian way of life from the Mosaic Law.



(3)  Many Protestant denominations came out of the Reformation.




(a)  The Dutch Reform Church are Sabbath observers and totally legalistic in their concepts of the Christian way of life.




(b)  The Reform Church in South Africa is one of the most extreme Sabbath-observant groups of all time.  The hundreds of thousands of believers in South Africa do not even begin to understand the Christian way of life.




(c)  The Presbyterian Church in its orthodoxy under covenant theology, both the southern and northern US version, did not understand even remotely the Christian way of life.




(d)  The Church of Scotland, the Church of England and all those related in that area have this same problem.




(e)  The Baptists, which started in England and moved to the US, have had the same problems.  Only in the last century with some teaching of dispensations in this country have some even had a clue about the Christian way of life.  But even then, most Baptists go back to the Mosaic Law for their standard for living.




(f)  Everywhere you turn, you see a blasphemous and erroneous gravitation to the Mosaic Law for the Christian way of life.


d.  The covenant theory of Reformed theology is a system of interpretation using covenants for theological systems and not Biblical systems.



(1)  Nowhere in the Bible is the term covenant applied to the idea that there is a system of interpretation which considers that all God’s purposes are worked out on the basis of covenants.



(2)  Covenant theology has three major covenants.




(a)  The covenant of redemption – a prehistoric agreement between the members of the Trinity.  The idea of a bargain between God the Father and God the Son is blasphemous.  It implies that they did not trust each other; that God did not have enough virtue to depend on the other members of the Trinity.




(b)  The covenant of works – made by God with Adam in the Garden of Eden.  In this covenant, God put Adam under probation, offering eternal life to Adam, if he passed the test.  This rejects the omniscience of God. 



(c)  The covenant of grace – after the fall of man, God made a covenant with the elect, and Christ represents the elect.  They say that God promises to give His Holy Spirit to those ordained to eternal life, in order to make them willing and able to believe in Christ.  There is no Biblical basis for this at all.  This is the false doctrine of common and efficacious grace.



(3)  Conditional covenants belong to Israel; they are not part of the Church Age.  There is a New Covenant to the Church, which is the promise of eternal life through faith in Christ.  God does not deal with the Church on the basis of the unconditional covenants to Israel.
4.  Biblical Covenants Versus Reform Theology Covenants.


a.  The covenant theory of reform theology is not in any way related to the Biblical covenants.


b.  The four unconditional covenants mentioned in the Old Testament are directed to Israel, never to the Church.

c.  But the covenant theory does not distinguish between Israel and the Church.


d.  The covenant theory of reform theology is a system of interpretation in using a covenant for a theological system, not for a Biblical system.  (Not all theologies are Biblical.)


e.  Nowhere in the Bible is the term covenant applied to the idea that there is a system of interpretation, which considers that all God’s purposes are worked out on the basis of the three covenants of covenant theology.  The three covenants of covenant theology are:



(1)  The Covenant of Redemption was allegedly a prehistoric agreement between God the Father and God the Son in which each agreed to do certain things, along with the Holy Spirit in the end.



(2)  The Covenant of Works was allegedly made by God with Adam in the Garden of Eden when man was in a state of perfection or innocence.



(3)  The Covenant of Grace is the way God deals with man after his Fall.  This includes the entire period of human history, from the fall of man until the end of time.


f.  Hence, no dispensational distinctions are made at all.  This is from where all the foul-ups come; e.g., post-millennialism, etc.  This system has resulted in terrible legalism right down to this day. 
 
g.  The presupposition of a bargain between the members of the Godhead, especially between God the Father and God the Son in eternity past, so that they entered into a covenant of redemption, is not provable from Biblical theology.  Furthermore, the idea of a covenant or bargain between God the Father and God the Son is blasphemous and unthinkable, as if they did not trust each other or were lacking in eternal and infinite virtue.  “We will sign this pact; you do your part and I’ll do my part.”  Yet see how close it is to the truth.  It is true that the Father sent the Son.  But the Father did it from His love – not as a part of a covenant, but as a part of His problem-solving devices which are infinite and eternal in nature.  Jn 3:16 doesn’t teach a covenant at all.  Jesus Christ came into the world and went to the cross from the motivation of His perfect human love.


h.  The covenant theory assumes that God made a covenant with Adam in the Garden, called the Covenant of Works.  In this covenant, God put Adam under probation, offering eternal life to Adam if he passed the test and didn’t eat from the tree.  The Bible doesn’t say that.  It is philosophical, heretical speculation.  This theory also says that Adam was threatened with death if he failed the test.  This theory rejects the omniscience of God as always knowing that man would violate the divine prohibition and enter into the state of real spiritual death.


i.  The covenant theory further assumes that under the Covenant of Grace, God made a covenant with the elect.  In this covenant, God freely offers life and salvation to sinners by means of personal faith in Jesus Christ.  This is their one correct view, recognizing that for all time, salvation is always the same – by grace through faith in Christ as the only way of eternal life.  But by failing to distinguish between dispensations, they foul up everything else that applies after salvation.  They add works and call it the Christian life.


j.  This theory says that God promises to give His Holy Spirit to those who are ordained to eternal life, to make them willing and able to believe in Christ.  This is the Calvinistic view of efficacious grace.  This does injustice to the doctrine of pneumatology.


k.  While the Covenant of Grace is generally correct regarding the saving work of Christ and faith in Him for salvation, it does not answer the question:  “After salvation – what?”

l.  Kuiper was a great theologian and prime minister in Holland.  In all his fantastic writings, only the salvation portions are accurate.  Typical of covenant theology, he writes very little about the Holy Spirit.  This theology does not distinguish between the ministry of God the Holy Spirit to Israel and His ministry to the Church (which is unlimited) and that in the Tribulation and Millennium.  No wonder the Christian life is not understood. 

m.  The ‘Covenant of Grace’ does not distinguish between dispensations but lumps everything together and therefore obscures the plan of God for the Church Age.  It makes no dispensational distinction and has no understanding of the mystery doctrine, saying there was no doctrine that was a mystery to those in the Old Testament.

n.  There is no distinction between Israel and the Church.  There is no understanding of the First Advent and the Incarnation as a separate dispensation.


o.  Covenant theologians are therefore forced to the erroneous conclusion that the basic Christian way of life is keeping the Mosaic Law, a part of the Grace Covenant, and generally accepts this untenable position as God’s plan for us today.


p.  Therefore, terrible confusion results in which covenant theology cannot interpret a great portion of the Gospels, including the Sermon on the Mount, the Upper Room Discourse, the Olivet Discourse.


q.  Furthermore, tithing, Sabbath observance, etc. are included in the Christian life, and are in opposition to the concept of the mystery doctrine.


r.  Most covenant theologians are amillennial; a few are postmillennial.  They are confused about the ministry of the Holy Spirit.  They have a tendency to make human works and so-called Christian service a part of the Christian way of life.


s.  The roots of covenant theology began with those legalistic Jewish Christians who went into the Galatian church and started teaching their erroneous doctrines.
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