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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but.”  It sets up a contrast between the purpose of the Mosaic Law – to manifest the sinfulness of man and man’s need for salvation – and the purpose of God to give eternal life to everyone who believes in Christ through faith.

 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb SUGKLEIW.  This is a fishing term, which means, “to enclose in a net” as in Lk 5:6.  But it came to be used figuratively, meaning “to confine, imprison” as in Rom 11:32. “For the God has locked up the entire human race with reference to disobedience [Adam’s Original Sin], in order that He might have mercy on the entire human race.”  Our passage is a parallel passage to Rom 11:32.


The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist, which states a universal truth that the Scripture has confined or imprisoned everyone under the power and control of the old sin nature.


The active voice indicates that the Scripture has produced the action.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun GRAPHĒ, which means “the Scripture.”  This is a reference to the word of God.

“But the Scripture has imprisoned”
is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and adjective PAS, used as a substantive, translated “all things, the universe” and in the neuter it can refer to people meaning “everyone.”  The same phrase is used in Rom 11:32 by Paul referring to every member of the human race.

 is the preposition HUPO plus the adverbial accusative of measure from the feminine singular noun HAMARTIA, meaning “under the sin nature.”  HAMARTIA in the singular refers to the sin nature and in the plural to personal sins.  The adverbial accusative of measure indicates how far the action of the verb extends. 
“everyone under the sin nature,”
 is the inferential conjunction HINA, which means “in order that.”
 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun EPAGGELIA, which means “the promise” and is a reference to God’s promise of eternal life through faith alone in Christ alone.

 is the preposition EK plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular noun PISTIS, meaning “by faith.”
 is the objective genitive from the masculine singular proper names IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, meaning “in Jesus Christ.”  The title “Jesus” is used to emphasize our faith in what the humanity of our Lord did on the Cross, providing eternal salvation.  The title “Christ” emphasizes the mission of the hypostatic union of Christ, to live as a perfect human being and be qualified to go to the Cross and bear our sins as a substitute for us.

 is the third person singular aorist passive subjunctive from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to be given.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which states the action of God giving eternal life to anyone who believes in Christ as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the promise of eternal life through faith in Christ receives the action of being given.


The subjunctive mood is used with the conjunction HINA to form the purpose clause.  The subjunctive also indicates a potential.  Not everyone is saved, because not all will believe in Christ.

 is the dative masculine plural articular present active participle from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”

The article is used as a demonstrative-relative pronoun and is translated “those who.”  The dative is a dative of indirect object.


The present tense is a durative present, which describes an action, which has begun in the past and continues up to the present moment.


The active voice indicates that those who believe in Christ produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial, adding an additional concept to the action of the main verb.

“in order that the promise might be given to those who believe by faith in Jesus Christ.”
Gal 3:22 corrected translation
“But the Scripture has imprisoned everyone under the sin nature, in order that the promise might be given to those who believe by faith in Jesus Christ.” 

Explanation:
1.  By contrast, the written Law from God given to the Jews, which was not able to provide eternal life, imprisoned them under the authority of the sin nature. 

a.  Again we must compare Rom 11:32a, “For the God has locked up the entire human race with reference to disobedience [Adam’s original sin],...”

b.  Paul expands this concept fully in Rom 5:20-7:14.

5:20  Now the Law came in as a side issue in order that the transgression of Adam might be augmented, but where personal sin increased, grace increased in super abundance,

5:21  that, just as the sin nature has ruled in the sphere of spiritual death, so also the grace of God might rule through imputed righteousness because of eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

6:1  Therefore, what are we to conclude? Are we to continue in the sovereignty of the sin nature, in order that the grace of God might increase?

6:2  Emphatically not!  We who have died to the sin nature, how shall we still live in it?

6:6 Therefore, be knowing this: that our old self [unbeliever in Adam] has been crucified together with Him [retroactive positional truth], in order that the human body with reference to its sin nature may be rendered powerless, that we should no longer be the slaves to the sin nature.

6:7 For he who has died [retroactive positional truth] has been acquitted [positional deliverance of retroactive positional truth] from the power of the sin nature.

6:11  So also, on the one hand all of you yourselves conclude yourselves to be dead with reference to the sin nature, but on the other hand living with reference to the God in Christ Jesus.

6:12  Therefore, stop permitting the sin nature ruling in your mortal body, that you should obey the same with its trends,

6:13  and stop placing your members as weapons of wickedness under orders to the sin nature, but place yourselves under orders to the God as those who are alive from deaths, and your members as weapons of righteousness to the God.

6:14  For the sin nature will not lord it over you, for you are not under law but under grace.

6:15  What then are we to conclude?  Shall we sin because we are not under law, but under grace?  Definitely not!

6:16  Do you not know that to whom you put yourselves under orders as slaves for the purpose of obedience, you are slaves to the one to whom you habitually render obedience, either to the sin nature resulting in death [sin unto death], or obedience to God because of imputed righteousness.  

6:18  and by having been set free [both positionally and experientially] from the sin nature, you became enslaved to the righteousness [of God].

6:19  I use a human illustration because of the weakness of your flesh [old sin nature].  For just as you have put your members under orders as slaves to impurity [old sin nature’s trend to sin] and to lawlessness [sin nature’s trend to good], resulting in lawlessness [sin nature’s trend of evil], so now put your members under orders as slaves to the righteousness of God, resulting in experiential sanctification. 

6:20  For as long as you were slaves of the sin nature, you were excluded with reference to the righteousness of God.

6:21  Therefore, what benefit were you having at that time from sin nature trends over which you are now ashamed?  For the end of those things is death [second death].

6:22  But now having been set free from the sin nature’s tyranny and having become slaves to the God, you are having benefit with reference to sanctification and the end [of life on earth], eternal life.

7:1 Or are you ignorant, brethren [for I communicate to those who know the law], that the Mosaic Law lords it over mankind for as long a time as he lives [as an unbeliever]?

7:4  Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die with reference to the Law by the human [rapture] body of the Christ, with the result that you might belong to another, to the One Who has been raised up from deaths [spiritual death, physical death], in order that we might bear fruit to the God.

7:5  For while we were in the flesh, the sinful trends [or impulses], which through the law were effective in our members resulting in the production of fruit associated with spiritual death.

7:6  But now we have been released from the Law as a marriage counselor, through having died to that by which we were bound [first marriage], that we might serve in a new marriage by the Spirit and not in the old marriage by the letter.

7:7  Therefore to what conclusion are we forced?  Is the Law sin?  Definitely not!  On the contrary, I was not cognizant of the sin nature except through the Law; for instance, I did not understand the lust pattern, except the Law kept on saying, “You will not lust.”
7:8  But the sin nature having seized the opportunity through the commandment, produced in me every category of lust.  For apart from the law the sin nature is unknown [or dead to me.]

7:9  Now at one time I lived apart from the Law, but when the tenth commandment came, the sin nature was activated and invigorated and I realized I was spiritually dead,

7:10  and that commandment, which points to life [Codex Two of eternal life], the same was discovered by me pointing to death [spiritual death of Codex One];

7:11  for the sin nature having seized the opportunity through the commandment, deceived me, and through the same [tenth commandment] killed me [deception of the old sin nature distorting the Law].
7:12  As a matter of fact, therefore, the Law is holy, also the commandment is holy and perfect justice, and absolute good. 

7:13  Therefore the good to me, did it become spiritual death?  Definitely not!  But the sin nature, in order that it might be revealed as sin through the good made spiritual death a reality to me, in order that the sin nature might become utterly sinful by the commandment.

7:14  Certainly we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am fleshly, when I have been led astray under the sin nature. 


c.  The great New Testament passage in which the Scripture imprisoned everyone under the authority of the sin nature is found in Rom 5:12 and 5:17a, “ For this reason, just as through one man [Adam] the sin of Adam entered into the world, and so [spiritual] death through the sin of Adam, consequently [spiritual] death spread to all men, because all sinned when Adam sinned.  ...For if by the transgression of the one [Adam], [spiritual] death ruled through that one and it did,...”
2.  Why did the written Law from God to the Jew imprison us all under the authority of the sin nature?  “In order that the promise of eternal life might be given to those who believe by faith in Jesus Christ.”

a.  Again we must compare Rom 11:32b, “in order that He might have mercy on the entire human race.”

b.  God cannot save a human being who is not condemned.  Without a condemnation there is no need of a salvation.  Therefore everyone had to first be condemned by the imputation of Adam’s original sin to the genetically formed sin nature.


c.  Now that we have all been condemned by God because of our own sinfulness, the justice of God is free to provide eternal salvation to anyone who believes in Christ.

3. Salvation is by Grace Through Faith in Christ.


a.  Faith is the only system of perception, which is totally devoid of any human merit.  Only the object has merit, and in salvation the object of faith is our Lord Jesus Christ.  How much faith does it take to be saved?  Just a little bit more than no faith at all.


b.  The salvation work of Christ on the cross excludes anything being added to faith.  No works of any kind are allowed.  Salvation is by grace through faith, “not of works, lest any man should boast,” Eph 2:9.


c.  Grace is all that God is free to do for unsaved mankind on the basis of the saving work of Christ on the cross.  Grace is extended to mankind as unbelievers, living under spiritual death in total depravity and total helplessness regarding salvation.


d.  Therefore, as a matter of grace, salvation is entirely the work of God.  It is the work of the Father in judging our sins, of the Son in being judged for our sins, and of the Holy Spirit in common and efficacious grace.  This is why the way of salvation is faith in Jesus Christ, and faith alone with no works added to it.

4.  Salvation is by Faith in Christ Plus Nothing.  There are three reasons for faith plus nothing as the condition for eternal salvation.


a.  Efficacious grace, documented by Eph 2:8-9, “For you have been saved by grace [in the past with the result that you keep on being saved forever] through faith, and this [salvation] is not from yourselves; it is a gift from God, not by works, that no one should boast.”

b.  Our Lord’s utterance on the cross:  “TETELESTAI,” meaning ‘It is finished.’

c.  The direct statement of Scripture.



(1)  Jn 16:8-9, “When He [Holy Spirit] comes, He will convince [convict] the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment; concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me.”


(2)  Jn 3:15, “That everyone who believes in Him may have eternal life.”


(3)  Jn 3:16, “For God loved the world so much that He gave His Son, the unique One, in order that anyone who believes in Him shall never perish [eternal security] but have eternal life.”


(4)  Jn 3:18, “He who believes in Him [Christ] is not judged, but he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the unique person of the Son of God.”  Notice believe is repeated three times in this verse; no works are added to believe.



(5)  Jn 3:36, “He who believes in the Son has eternal life, but he who does not believe in the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”  The issue in salvation is that you either believe in Christ once, or you do not believe.



(6)  Jn 6:47, “Truly, truly, I say to you:  he who believes has eternal life.”


(7)  Jn 11:25, “Jesus said to her [Martha], ‘I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in Me shall live, even if he dies.’”


(8)  Jn 11:26, “And everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never die.”  You have to believe while you’re alive; there is no second chance after you die.



(9)  Jn 20:31, “But these have been written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you might have life through His person.”


(10)  Acts 16:31, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved; and if anyone in your household believes in Christ, they too are saved.”  Notice that the command is to believe; nothing is added to it.



(11)  Gal 3:26, “For you are all the children of God [royal family] by faith in Christ Jesus.”  Notice that nothing is added to faith.



(12)  Rom 1:16, “I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, because it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first, also to the Gentile.”  Everyone is saved the same way, both Jew and Gentile.  They are saved, not by keeping the Law, but only by believing in Christ.



(13)  Rom 3:20-22, “Because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for through the Law is the knowledge of sin.  But now, apart from the Law, the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the prophets [Old Testament], even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe.”


(14)  Rom 3:28, “For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from the works of the Law.”


(15)  Rom 4:4-5, “Now to the one who works for salvation, his wages are calculated, not on the basis of grace, but on the basis of debt.  But to him who does not work for salvation, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith receives credit for righteousness.”


(16)  Rom 4:14, “For if those who by means of the Law are heirs, then faith has been made void, and the promises have been canceled.”


(17)  Gal 2:16, “Nevertheless, knowing that a [spiritually dead] person is not justified by the works of the Law, but through faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus that we might be justified by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the Law; because by the works of the Law no flesh shall be justified.”


(18)  How are we justified in the eyes of God?  Rom 5:1, “Therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”


(19)  Eph 2:8-9, “For you have been saved by grace through faith, and this [salvation] is not from yourselves, it is a gift of God; not of works lest any man should boast.”


(20)  Phil 3:9, “And may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own 
derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith.”


(21)  2 Tim 3:15, “And that from childhood, you have known the Holy Scriptures which are able to give you wisdom that leads to salvation through faith, which is in Christ Jesus.”


(22)  Even if you later renounce your faith in Christ, you are still saved.  2 Tim 2:11-13, “Faithful is the Word, for if we have died with Christ [and we have: retroactive positional truth], we shall also live with Christ.  If we endure [suffering for blessing], we shall reign with Him.  If we deny Him, He will deny us [escrow blessings for time and eternity].  If we do not believe [after we’re saved], He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself.”


(23)  1 Jn 5:11-13, “And this is the deposition:  that God has given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son does not have life.  These things I have written to you who believe in the person of the Son of God, in order that you may know that you have eternal life.”


(24)  Salvation is said to be by grace.




(a)  Rom 3:24, “Being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”  Grace excludes human works.




(b)  Rom 4:4-5, “Now to the one who works for salvation, his wages are credited, not on the basis of grace, but on the basis of debt.  But to him who does not work for salvation, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited for righteousness.”



(c)  Rom 4:16, “For this reason, it is by means of faith, in order that it might be on the basis of grace.”



(d)  Rom 5:1-2, “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we also have obtained an introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand.”



(e)  Rom 5:15, “But the free gift of salvation is not like the transgression.  For if by the transgression of one man [Adam] many died [spiritual death], much more did the grace of God and the gift by grace of that one man, Jesus Christ, abound to many.”



(f)  Rom 5:17, “For if by the transgression of one [Adam], [spiritual] death reigned through one [Adam], much more those who have received the abundance of grace, and the gift of righteousness will reign in life through that one, Jesus Christ.




(g)  Eph 1:6-7, “Resulting in the praise of the glory of His grace, by which grace He has graced us out in the beloved, in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of His grace.”



(h)  2 Tim 1:8-9, “Therefore, do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of His prisoners, to join with me in suffering with reference to the Gospel on the basis of the power of God [doctrine of common grace], who saved us and called us with a holy calling [divine call], not according to our works, but according to His own purpose in grace which He has given to us in Christ Jesus from all eternity past.”



(i)  Heb 2:9, “We see Jesus, made a little lower than angels, for the sake of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death as a substitute for all.”
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