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
 - is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”
 - is the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun ADELPHOS plus the adjective PAS, meaning “all the brethren.”  This is a technical use of the word ADELPHOS for all those people who have believed in Christ.

 - is the preposition SUN plus the instrumental of association from the personal pronoun EGW, translated “with me.”
“and all the brethren with me”
 - is the dative of advantage from the feminine plural article and noun EKKLĒSIA, which means “for the assemblies.”

1.  An EKKLĒSIA was an assembly of the citizens of a Greek city, which met to listen to political issues and then vote on the issue at hand.


2.  The word came to be used in the Koine for any meeting, gathering, or assemblage of people, and is used this way in Acts 19:32.


3.  It was used in the LXX and the NT to describe the assembling of the Israelites together for worship as a congregation, Dt 31:30; Judg 20:2; Heb 2:12 (Ps 21:23), e.g. to hear the law Dt 4:10; 9:10; 18:16; Acts 7:38. 


4.  It is used of the Christian church or congregation


a.  a church meeting: 1 Cor 11:18 cf. 14:4f, 19, 28, 35; pl. vs. 34.



b.  The church or congregation as the totality of Christians living in one place: Mt 18:17; Acts 5:11; 8:3; 1 Cor 4:17; Phil 4:15.  More definitely the church at Jerusalem Acts 8:1; 11:22; Cenchrea Rom 16:1; Corinth 1 Cor 1:2; 2 Cor 1:1; Thessalonica 1 Thes 1:1; 2 Thes 1:1; Likewise with other names: Rev 2:1, 8, 12, 18; 3:1, 7, 14.  Plural: Acts 15:41; 16:5; Rom 16:16; 1 Cor 7:17; 2 Cor 8:18f, 23f and often the churches in Judea Gal 1:22; 1 Thes 2:14; Galatia Gal 1:2; 1 Cor 16:1; Asia 16:19; Rev 1:4; Macedonia 2 Cor 8:1. “in each individual church” Acts 14:23.



c.  It is used of house-churches Rom 16:5; cf. 1 Cor 16:19; Col 4:15; Phile 2.



d.  It is used of the church universal, to which all believers belong: Mt 16:18; Acts 9:31; 1 Cor 6:4; 12:28; Eph 1:22; 3:10, 21; 5:23ff, 27, 29, 32; Col 1:18, 24; Phil 3:6; 1 Tim 5:16.



e.  The local as well as the universal church is more specifically called 
 or  This usage gave the common word its special Christian coloring and thereby its special meaning:



(1)  The “EKKLĒSIA of God” 1 Cor 1:2; 10:32; 11:16, 22; 15:9; 2 Cor 1:1; Gal 1:13; 1 Thes 2:14; 2 Thes 1:4; 1 Tim 3:5, 15; Acts 20:28.




(2)  The “EKKLĒSIA of Christ” Rom 16:16.




(3)  Both phrases are combined into 
 1 Thes 1:1.


f.  Other specific designations: “ of the saints” 1 Cor 14:13; “of the Gentiles” Rom 16:4;”the first, spiritual church.”
 - is the genitive of place from the feminine singular article and noun GALATIA, which is a reference to the Roman Province called Galatia.

“to the churches of Galatia,”
Gal 1:2 corrected translation
“and all the brethren with me to the churches of Galatia,”
Explanation:
1.  In most of Paul’s letters, he either addresses the letter as coming from himself alone or he adds a few others who are well known to his readers.  However, this letter is unique in that Paul says, “all the believers” who are with him are also sending this message to the Galatians.


a.  Rom 1:1-7, “Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures, concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh, who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for His name’s sake, among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ; to all who are beloved of God in Rome, called as saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

b.  1 Cor 1:1-2, “Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother, to the church of God which is at Corinth...”

c.  2 Cor 1:1, “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, to the church of God which is at Corinth with all the saints who are throughout Achaia.”

d.  Eph 1:1, “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints who are at Ephesus and who are faithful in Christ Jesus.”

e.  Phil 1:1, “Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, including the overseers and deacons.”

f.  Col 1:1-2, “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, to the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are at Colossea.”

g.  1 Thes 1:1, “Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, to the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

h.  2 Thes 1:1, “Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, to the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

i.  The letters to Philemon, Titus, and Timothy are all personal letters and therefore would naturally come from Paul alone.

2.  Why add the weight and authority of all these believers to the letter?


a.  Evidently Paul was so adamant about the statements he was about to make about his person, his authority as an apostle, his relationship to Christ as an apostle, and the true nature of the spiritual life that he showed the letter to all the believers who had known him well and had been with him for a long time and could easily testify to the truth of his words.


b.  Paul wanted the Galatians to understand that the truthfulness and accuracy of what he was going to tell them was not based on just his word alone, but all the believers with him were willing to stake their integrity, their honor, and their virtue on that truthfulness as well.


c.  There are three possible times during Paul’s life when this epistle could have been written:

YEAR
PAUL’S ACTIVITY




POSSIBILITIES FOR WRITING
45-47
First missionary journey, Acts 13:1-14:27

Churches of Galatia established

47-49
Paul teaches in Antioch, Acts 14:28


Galatians written before Jerusalem








Council from Antioch because of the









Jerusalem legalists causing problems








in Galatia; however Gal 2:1-10 talks









about the Jerusalem Council as 








already having taken place;









therefore, this date would be









impossible.
49
Third visit to Jerusalem for the First 
Church
Council, Acts 15:1-35 cf. Gal 2:1-10

50
Separation from Barnabas, Acts 15:36-40

50-53  Second missionary journey, Acts 15:41-18:22
Galatians written after Jerusalem 

Visits Galatian churches, establishes


Council from Corinth around 53 AD;


Philippian, Thessalonian churches, preaches

however Paul was not on good


in Athens, establishes Corinthian church and

terms with Barnabas at this time 

lives there almost 2 years,  Acts 18:11.

because of the defection of Mark;









and his mention in Gal 2 in a









favorable light seems awkward, if 








written so closely to that event.

53
Forth (short) visit to Jerusalem, Acts 18:22

54
Third missionary journey, Acts 18:23ff

54-56  Paul lives in Ephesus, Acts 19:1-10


Galatians could easily have been









written during this time, because 









Romans was written during this time









and the subject matter is so similar to








Galatians.  Most NT scholars believe









this to be the time and location of









writing.


d.  Therefore, since Paul was in Ephesus, the following believers could have been with him and joined in agreeing with the content of this letter.



(1)  Col 4:7, Tychicus.



(2)  Col 4:9, Onesimus.



(3)  Col 4:10, Aristarchus, and also Barnabas’ cousin Mark, which tells us that Paul was back on good terms with both Barnabas and Mark, which is why Paul mentioned Barnabas in Gal 2.



(4)  Col 4:11, Jesus who is called Justus.



(5)  Col 4:12, Epaphras.



(6)  Col 4:14, Luke, and also Demas.



(7)  2 Cor 12:18, Titus.



(8)  1 Cor 16:10, Timothy.



(9)  1 Cor 16:12, Apollos.



(10)  The entire congregation of Ephesus.


e.  The human witnesses to Paul’s spiritual gift, authority as an apostle, and his virtue, honor, and integrity in the function of his spiritual gift are overwhelming.  So should be the witnesses to any visible spiritual gift we might have.  (Not all spiritual gifts are visible and manifest to others; for example, prayer, giving.)
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