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
 - is the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means, “to hear.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers into a single whole all that the Galatians have previously heard about Paul’s life in Judaism, but regards it from the viewpoint of its existing results – they now know thoroughly how zealous he was as a Pharisee and how much he hated Christianity.


The active voice indicates that the Galatian believers produced the action of hearing Paul.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article, the possessive adjective EMOS, and the noun ANASTROPHĒ, meaning “my way of life, conduct, behavior.”  Here the best translation is “my way of life.”

 - is the adverb of time POTE, which means “formerly.”

 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun IOUDAISMOS, meaning “in Judaism.”

“For you have heard about my way of life formerly in Judaism,”
 - is the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and introducing the content of what the Galatians have already heard about Paul’s life in Judaism.

 - is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of measure (indicating ‘how far’) from the feminine singular noun HUPERBOLĒ, which means “to an extraordinary degree, beyond measure, utterly.”  Examples of its use in other passages by Paul can be found in 2 Cor 1:8; sinful in the extreme Rom 7:13; I will show (you) a far better way 1 Cor 12:31; beyond all measure and proportion 2 Cor 4:17.  Here it should be translated “to an extraordinary degree.”

 - is the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DIWKW, which means “to hasten, run, press on; persecute; drive away or drive out; run after, pursue.”  Here it means “to persecute” and is used this way in the following New Testament passages:  Mt 5:11f, 44; 10:23; Lk 11:49; 21:12; Jn 5:16; 15:20; Rom 12:14; 1 Cor 4:12; 15:9; Gal 1:13, 23; 4:29; Phil 3:6; Acts 7:52; 9:4f; 22:4, 7f; 26:11, 14f; Rev 12:13; Mt 5:10; 2 Cor 4:9; Gal 5:11; 6:12; 2 Tim 3:12.


The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist for the statement of a generally accepted fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The indicative mood is a simple statement of fact.

 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and the noun EKKLĒSIA, which means “the assembly.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God” and referring to the Church, which belongs to our Lord Jesus Christ as His bride.
 - is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the first person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb PORTHEW, which means “to pillage, make havoc of, destroy, annihilate something.” Here the best translation is “to destroy.”


The imperfect tense is a tendential imperfect for the action attempted by Paul but not accomplished.  This is normally translated “attempted to destroy or annihilate, etc.”


The active voice indicates that Paul attempted to produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “it” and referring back to the accusative feminine singular noun EKKLĒSIA, “assembly.”

“that I persecuted to an extraordinary degree the assembly of God and attempted to destroy it.”
Gal 1:13 corrected translation
“For you have heard about my way of life formerly in Judaism, that I persecuted to an extraordinary degree the assembly of God and attempted to destroy it.”

Explanation:
1.  Paul was famous as a Jew.  He was a leading Pharisee even as a young man.


a.  He gives us a biographical sketch of himself in Phil 3:5-6. “circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless.”


b.  In his defense before King Agrippa, Paul gives a short picture of his early life in Israel. Acts 26:4-5, “So then, all Jews know my manner of life from my youth up, which from the beginning was spent among my own nation and at Jerusalem; since they have known about me for a long time, if they are willing to testify, that I lived as a Pharisee according to the strictest sect of our religion.”



(1)  Paul’s statement that “all Jews know my manner of life from my youth up” should not be taken lightly.  This indicates that Paul was famous in Jerusalem from the time he was about 13 years old.  Paul was undoubtedly the best rabbinical student under Gamaliel. Acts 22:3, “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated under Gamaliel, strictly according to the law of our fathers, being zealous for God just as you all are today.”



(2)  Though born in Tarsus, Paul’s father sent him to Jerusalem for his education.  Paul states that he was brought up in Jerusalem.  Paul was as Jewish as a Jew could get.



(3)  Paul was well known to the Jews “for a long time.”  He was one of the leading Pharisees, if not the leading Pharisee at the time of his conversion to Christianity.
2.  Paul’s persecution of the Church is described in detail in the New Testament.


a.  Acts 8:1-3, “Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him [Stephen] to death.  And on that day a great persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.  Some devout men buried Stephen, and made loud lamentation over him.  But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house, and dragging off men and women, he would put them in prison.”



(1)  Religious evil has no respect for privacy.



(2)  Religious evil has no respect for due process of law.



(3)  Religious evil is motivated by arrogance, bitterness, jealousy, and results in malice.



(4)  Religious evil hates and persecutes anyone who does not agree with it.



(5)  Saul had become famous throughout Jerusalem for his hatred and persecution of believers, and word of his hatred spread throughout Judea, Samaria, and eventually to Damascus.


b.  The Jews in Damascus testify to Paul’s persecution of the Church in Jerusalem. Acts 9:21, “All those hearing him continued to be amazed, and were saying, ‘Is this not he who in Jerusalem destroyed those who called on this name, and who had come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief priests?’”

c.  Paul gives a short account of his well known persecution of the Church as an unbeliever in his address to the Jewish crowd in Jerusalem when arrested by the Romans. Acts 22:4-5, “I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and putting both men and women into prisons, as also the high priest and all the Council of the elders [the Sanhedrin] can testify.  From them I also received letters against the brethren, and started off for Damascus in order to bring even those who were there to Jerusalem as prisoners to be punished.”


d.  Paul’s testimony of his former persecution of the Church before King Agrippa is given in Acts 26:9-11, “So then, I thought to myself that I had to do many things hostile to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.  And this is just what I did in Jerusalem; not only did I lock up many of the saints in prisons, having received authority from the chief priests, but also when they were being put to death I cast my vote against them.  And as I punished them often in all the synagogues, I tried to force them to blaspheme; and being furiously enraged at them, I kept pursuing them even to foreign cities.”



(1)  Notice that Paul says that “I thought to myself that I had to do many things hostile to the name of Jesus.”  God never told him to do these things.  He told himself to do these things.  Paul doesn’t blame anyone else.  He accepts the responsibility for his own past failures. Religious evil always talks itself into evil, sinful, wrong conduct.



(2)  Paul cast his vote for death for more believers than just Stephen.  The phrase “when they were being put to death I cast my vote against them” is in the plural.  Paul was responsible for the death of many believers, not just Stephen.



(3)  Paul tried to force Christians to blaspheme – to reject the deity of Jesus Christ, just as Christians during the Spanish Inquisition tried to force Jews to believe in Christ.  The two acts are no different; for they both come from the religious evil of Satan.



(4)  Paul gives us a glimpse into the motivation of religious evil – anger – “being furiously enraged at them.”

3.  Paul’s self-testimony is found in 1 Cor 15:9. “For I am the least of the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.”
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