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
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1- is the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the negative adverb OUDE, with means “neither.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I.”
 - is the preposition PARA plus the ablative of source from the noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “from the source of mankind.”  The preposition PARA is used after verbs of taking, receiving, or accepting to indicate the source of the thing received.

 - is the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PARALAMBANW, which means “to receive” in the sense of learning something.  In fact it is sometimes translated “to learn” and would not be a wrong translation in this verse.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers all that Paul learned about the Lord Jesus Christ into a single whole and states it as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action of learning or receiving his knowledge about the Lord Jesus Christ not from the source of mankind.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 - is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used in place of the third person personal pronoun in the Koine Greek.  It is translated “it” and refers back to the neuter singular noun EUAGGELION in the previous verse.

 - is the negative coordinating conjunction OUTE, which is used in combination with OUDE to express a continued negative idea.  It is translated “nor.”
 - is the first person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb DIDASKW, which means “to be taught” in the passive voice.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist for the entirety of what Paul knew about our Lord not being taught to him by another human being.


The passive voice plus the negative indicates that he did not receive the action of being instructed by others.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“For I neither received it [the gospel] from the source of mankind nor was I instructed,”
 - this is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the feminine singular noun APOKALUPSIS, which means “through the revelation.”  The absence of the article indicates the high quality of this revelation and the uniqueness of this is revelation as coming directly from our Lord to Paul.

 - is the subjective genitive from the masculine singular nouns IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, meaning “of Jesus Christ.”
“but through the revelation of Jesus Christ.”
Gal 1:12 corrected translation
“For I neither received it [the gospel] from the source of mankind nor was I instructed, but through the revelation of Jesus Christ.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul makes an unmistakably clear statement in this verse that he was never taught the gospel by any human being.  Instead, his knowledge of the gospel came through the direct teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ.

2.  When did this teaching take place?


a.  The story of Acts 9:1-30.

9:1 Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest,


Paul was the most zealous of all the Pharisees, and deeply desired to wipe out the Christian sect as heretics of Judaism.

9:2 and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.


It is interesting to note that the Jewish high priest had authority over the local synagogues, even in a city outside of Israel.  This was probably permitted by the Romans as an agreement with the Jews in order to keep peace in the region.  This authority did not extend to other Roman Provinces, but only to the area which later became the Roman Province of Arabia – from Damascus in the north to the border of Egypt in the south.  Notice also that Paul did not have the authority to kill, but only to arrest.  Paul’s commentary on this is found in Acts 22:4-5, “I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and putting both men and women into prisons, as also the high priest and all the Council of the elders can testify.  From them I also received letters to the brethren, and started off for Damascus in order to bring even those who were there to Jerusalem as prisoners to be punished.”
9:3 As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him;


This was a christological appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Paul saw the Lord Jesus Christ in His glorified resurrection body.  This is what Peter, James, and John saw on the Mount of Transfiguration.  Paul’s commentary is given in Acts 22:6, “But it happened that as I was on my way, approaching Damascus about noontime, a very bright light suddenly flashed from heaven all around me,”
9:4 and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”

Notice that our Lord addresses Paul with his Jewish name Saul.

9:5 And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” And He said, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting,


Paul knew he was talking to God, but did not recognize Jesus Christ as God until this moment.  Imagine how Paul’s mind must have been racing in shock at this moment, suddenly finding out that he, the one who loved God so much that he was willing to kill for Him, was personally at war with God, and things weren’t going real well.  Paul’s commentary is given in Acts 22:7-8, “and I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’ And I answered, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And He said to me, ‘I am Jesus the Nazarene, whom you are persecuting.’”
9:6 but get up and enter the city, and it will be told you what you must do.”

Notice that our Lord immediately gets off the subject of what Paul has done wrong in the past and points him toward the future.  We never look back; we always look forward.  “Forgetting what is behind and advancing toward what is ahead,” Phil 3:13.  Our Lord also delegates authority to human agents to inform Paul of what is going to happen and what he must do to grow spiritually.

9:7 The men who traveled with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one.
Paul’s commentary in Acts 22:9 states, “And those who were with me saw the light, to be sure, but did not understand the voice of the One who was speaking to me.” 

These other unbelievers were permitted to see the light and hear the voice of our Lord (but not be able to understand Him) for two reasons – that they too might believe in Christ and that they might testify to the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem to the fact that something extraordinary happened to Saul.  There was more conversation between Paul and our Lord not mentioned here by Luke but included in Paul’s commentary in Acts “And I said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ And the Lord said to me, ‘Get up and go on into Damascus, and there you will be told of all that has been appointed for you to do.’”
9:8 Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; and leading him by the hand, they brought him into Damascus.


This was our Lord’s way of teaching Paul that without the accurate knowledge of the word of God in our soul we are spiritually as blind as someone who has no eyesight.  This lesson was not lost on Paul.  Paul’s commentary is found in Acts 22:11, “But since I could not see because of the brightness of that light, I was led by the hand by those who were with me and came into Damascus.”
9:9 And he was three days without sight, and neither ate nor drank.


Food and drink were of no interest to Paul at this point.  He was thinking and thinking hard.  He was totally reevaluating his life, his beliefs, and his priorities.  He had come face-to-face with God and found out in an instant of time that he had been an enemy of God all his life.  He now believed in the person and work of Christ, which completely changed everything he valued most from his past life.

9:10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias; and the Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.”

Ananias was a disciple, i.e., a student of the word of God.  He was a mature believer.  The Lord appeared to him in a vision, which was still a legitimate means of transmission of the word of God because the canon of Scripture was not yet closed.  Ananias had perfect authority orientation with his obedient answer.  In modern English we would say something like the military phrase, “Sir, yes Sir!”
9:11 And the Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying,


Paul is praying, but we don’t know what he is praying.  The best guess we could have is that he is praying for guidance from the Lord as to what our Lord wants him to do.  All we know for sure is that our Lord is responding to Paul’s prayer in graciousness.

9:12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him, so that he might regain his sight.”

It is possible based on this verse that Paul was asking the Lord to please restore his sight.  Notice that our Lord had already told him that he would regain his sight; He just did not tell him when this would happen.  Paul was probably also praying a prayer of thankfulness that his life had been spared and that he would receive his sight back.

9:13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much harm he did to Your saints at Jerusalem;

9:14 and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your name.”

Ananias’ fears are getting the best of him here and he wants a little reassurance from the Lord that this is not some sort of trap and he is not going to be arrested by Saul.  This is the exact opposite of the faith-rest drill.  Ananias had a relationship with God test here, which he failed.  He did not trust our Lord completely without wavering.  He wavered.

9:15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel;

9:16 for I will show him how much he must suffer for My name’s sake.”

In grace our Lord gives Ananias the reassurance he needs to accomplish the mission.  Paul will be a personal agent of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Our Lord predicts that Paul will have three great testimonies during his spiritual life: he will be the apostle to the Gentiles; he will testify before rulers – like the high priest, the Roman rulers of Judea, the rulers of cities in various Roman provinces, and finally before Caesar himself; and he will attempt to evangelize the Jews both in the provinces and in Jerusalem.  Notice that the Lord says here that He will show Paul his future.  This teaching will occur in the near future for a three-year period, while Paul is living in the desert.

9:17 So Ananias departed and entered the house, and after laying his hands on him said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by which you were coming, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

Additional information is given in Paul’s commentary in Acts 22:12-16, “A certain Ananias, a man who was devout by the standard of the Law, and well spoken of by all the Jews who lived there, came to me, and standing near said to me, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight!’ And at that very time I looked up at him.  And he said, ‘The God of our fathers has appointed you to know His will and to see the Righteous One and to hear an utterance from His mouth.  For you will be a witness for Him to all men of what you have seen and heard.  Now what are you waiting for? Come, be baptized [identified with Christ] and wash your sins [not through baptism but through faith in Christ which baptism symbolizes], calling on His name.’”
9:18 And immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he regained his sight, and he got up and was baptized;


The act of Ananias’ laying his hands on Paul was a ritual action to show that Ananias was identifying himself with Paul.  This is why Ananias called him “Brother.”  Ananias recognized that Saul was now a believer.  This ritual included the regaining of Paul’s sight, which was analogous to seeing spiritually for the first time, which is why the filling of the Holy Spirit also occurred at this time.  Paul’s baptism was the ritual to declare his identification with Christ.

9:19 and he took food and was strengthened.  Now for several days he was with the disciples who were at Damascus,


The taking of physical food is a picture of Paul beginning to learn doctrine and being strengthened spiritually.  Note the phrase “several days” in contrast to the phrase “many days” in verse 23 below.  The phrase “Several days” is used three times in the New Testament:



Mk 2:1, “When He had come back to Capernaum several days afterward, it was heard that He was at home.”  This “several days” in the context of the story in Mark was no more than a month.



Acts 25:13, “Now when several days had elapsed, King Agrippa and Bernice arrived at Caesarea and paid their respects to Festus.”  This “several days” is more than ten days (compare verse 6 where Luke uses the phrase “eight to ten days”).  Again, this would appear to refer to several weeks.


Therefore, Paul stayed several weeks in Damascus before going back to Jerusalem.

9:20 and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”
9:21 All those hearing him continued to be amazed, and were saying, “Is this not he who in Jerusalem destroyed those who called on this name, and who had come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief priests?”
9:22 But Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding the Jews who lived at Damascus by proving that this Jesus is the Christ.


This is where Paul’s commentary in Gal 1:16b-21 must be inserted in his autobiographical description of his early history 1:16b, “I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia [this is when our Lord taught Paul for three years.  Interestingly, Paul received the same amount of time with our Lord that the disciples received during our Lord’s earthly ministry.  Notice also that this account is not mentioned by Luke in Acts], and returned once more to Damascus.  Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to become acquainted with Cephas [Peter], and stayed with him fifteen days.  But I did not see any other of the apostles except James, the Lord’s brother.  (Now in what I am writing to you, I assure you before God that I am not lying.)  Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia.”
9:23 When many days had elapsed, the Jews plotted together to do away with him,


The phrase “many days” refers to a longer period of time than a few weeks but less than a year.

9:24 but their plot became known to Saul. They were also watching the gates day and night so that they might put him to death;

9:25 but his disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening in the wall, lowering him in a large basket.

9:26 When he came to Jerusalem, he was trying to associate with the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he was a disciple.

9:27 But Barnabas took hold of him and brought him to the apostles and described to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had talked to him, and how at Damascus he had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus.

9:28 And he was with them, moving about freely in Jerusalem, speaking out boldly in the name of the Lord.

9:29 And he was talking and arguing with the Hellenistic Jews, but they were attempting to put him to death.

9:30 But when the brethren learned of it they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him away to Tarsus.


This visit to Jerusalem is also mentioned by Paul in Acts 22:17-21, “It happened when I returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, that I fell into a trance, and I saw Him saying to me, ‘Make haste, and get out of Jerusalem quickly, because they will not accept your testimony about Me.’  And I said, ‘Lord, they themselves understand that in one synagogue after another I used to imprison and beat those who believed in You.  And when the blood of Your witness Stephen was being shed, I also was standing by approving, and watching out for the coats of those who were slaying him.’  And He said to me, ‘Go! For I will send you far away to the Gentiles.’”

b.  Summary of the chronology of the early life of Paul:

31 AD
Paul’s Conversion (age 33)




31-33
Three years in Arabia, Gal 1:18

33
Paul proclaims the gospel in Damascus and the Jews there try to kill him.  He 


flees to Jerusalem, Gal 1:18, Acts 9:23-28

33
Paul is introduced by Barnabas to Peter and James and other believers and stays 


with Peter fifteen days.

33
The Jews plot to kill Paul and the Lord sends Paul home to Tarsus to evangelize 


the Gentiles, Acts 9:30.

33-43
Paul works in Syria and Cilicia from his headquarters in Tarsus
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