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is the postpositive mild adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “But” plus the adverb of time NUN, which means “now.”
is the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know, to come to know; to learn, to find out; to understand, comprehend; to perceive, notice, realize; to have sexual relations with; to acknowledge, recognize.”

The nominative masculine plural refers to all Church Age believers.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which regards all that we know about God in its entirety, but regards it from the standpoint of its results.


The active voice indicates that we produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial and precedes the action of the main verb EPISTREPHW, “to turn back.”

The best meaning here is “to acknowledge” and the culminative aorist should be translated “having acknowledged.”
is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “God.”
“But now, having acknowledged God,”
is the postpositive adversative use of DE again, but this time with the adverb of manner MALLON, it means “or rather.”
is the nominative masculine plural aorist passive participle from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know, to come to know; to learn, to find out; to understand, comprehend; to perceive, notice, realize; to have sexual relations with; to acknowledge, recognize.”

The nominative masculine plural refers to all Church Age believers.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which regards all that God knows about us in its entirety, but regards it from the standpoint of its results.


The passive voice indicates that we receive the action of being acknowledged or recognized by God because of our faith in Christ.


The participle is circumstantial and precedes the action of the main verb EPISTREPHW, “to turn back.”

The best meaning here is “to acknowledge” and the culminative aorist passive should be translated “having been acknowledged.”
 is the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “by God.”
“or rather having been acknowledged by God,”
is the interrogative particle PWS, meaning “how is it possible that” when introducing a question of surprise.

is the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EPISTREPHW, which in its intransitive use means “to turn back, to return.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that reversionistic believers produce the action.




The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that some believers turn back to the cosmic system after salvation.

 is the adverb of time PALIN, which means “back, again.”
is the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place (used figuratively) from the neuter plural article and the adjective ASTHENĒS, which means “to the weak, powerless things.”
is the simple connective use of KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative of relationship from the neuter plural adjective PTWCHOS, meaning “poor, miserable, beggarly, impotent” with the noun STOICHEION, which means “fundamental principles.” Compare:

Col 2:8, “Beware that there will be no one who takes you captive through their false teaching and empty deception according to the tradition from men on the basis of the fundamental principles of the world and not on the basis of Christ,”
Col 2:20, “If you have died with Christ from the fundamental principles of the world [and you have], why, as if you are living in the cosmic system, do you submit yourselves to [religious] rules and regulations,”
Gal 4:3, “So we also, as long as we kept on being infants, we were enslaved under the fundamental principles of the cosmic system.”
“how is it that you turn back again to the powerless things and the impotent fundamental principles”
 is the instrumental of means from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “by which.”
 is the adverb of time PALIN, which means “back, again.”
is the temporal use of the adverb of place ANWTHEN, which means “again, anew.”
 is the present active infinitive from the verb DOULEUW, which means “to perform the duties of a slave; to serve, to obey.”

The present tense is a tendential present to indicate an action which is being contemplated, or proposed, or attempted, but which has not actually taken place.


The active voice indicates that some reversionistic believers in Galatia would like to produce this action.


The infinitive is used as a modifier of the main verb that follows.  It is translated “to serve.”
 is the second person plural present active indicative from the verb THELW, which means “to desire, to wish, to want.”



The present tense is a tendential present to indicate an action which is being contemplated, or proposed, or attempted, but which has not actually taken place.


The active voice indicates that some reversionistic believers in Galatia would like to produce this action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative.

“by which you again desire to serve anew?”
Gal 4:9 corrected translation
“But now, having acknowledged God, or rather having been acknowledged by God, how is it that you turn back again upon the powerless things and the impotent fundamental principles by which you again desire to serve anew?”
Explanation:
1.  In contrast to the previous statement of Paul in which he characterizes the Galatian believers, and by extension us all, as slaves to the sin nature and demon influence, we are now believers.


a.  Paul states this in a different way by saying that we have acknowledged or recognized God. 


(1)  Acknowledging God is synonymous with believing in Christ.



(2)  When we believe in Christ we are acknowledging to God the Father, agreeing with God the Father, and recognizing along with God the Father that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Son of God and our personal Savior.


b.  Paul then immediately states the other side of the coin from what he has just said, namely, that we have been acknowledged and recognized by the Lord Jesus Christ as believers in Him, which is far more important than our recognition of Christ.



(1)  We are recognized and acknowledged by both God the Son and God the Father.



(2)  The fact that we are recognized and acknowledged by the Lord Jesus Christ is stated in Jn 17:6-17:

Jn 17:6, I have manifested Your name to the men whom You gave Me out of the world; they were Yours and You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word.
Jn 17:7, Now they have come to know that everything You have given Me is from You;
Jn 17:8, for the words which You gave Me I have given to them; and they received them and truly understood that I came forth from You, and they believed that You sent Me.
Jn 17:9, I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the world, but of those whom You have given Me; for they are Yours;
Jn 17:10, and all things that are Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine; and I have been glorified in them.
Jn 17:11, I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they may be one even as We are.
Jn 17:12, While I was with them, I was keeping them in Your name which You have given Me; and I guarded them and not one of them perished but the son of perdition, so that the Scripture would be fulfilled.
Jn 17:13, But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the world so that they may have My joy made full in themselves.

Jn 17:14, I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.
Jn 17:15, I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one.
Jn 17:16, They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.
Jn 17:17, Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.
2.  The main verb EPISTREPHW, meaning, “to turn back,” is a reference to reversionism or Christian degeneracy.  Therefore, we need to look at both these doctrines in detail.

See the doctrine of Christian degeneracy
See the doctrine of Reversionism
3.  The phrase “the powerless things and the impotent fundamental principles by which you again desire to serve anew,” is a reference to demon influence (since the believer can never be demon possessed) and serving Satan under the concepts of the cosmic system.
 DOCTRINE OF DEMON INFLUENCE
A.  Definition.

1.  Demon influence is demonization of the soul and personality of the believer or unbeliever living in the cosmic system.  There are degrees of demon influence.  It depends on how long you reside in the cosmic system without the use of rebound.  Demon influence is thought transference of demon doctrine to the believer or unbeliever in the cosmic system.


2.  Demon influence is the invasion of the soul, especially the mind, emotion, and self‑consciousness of the soul.  The result is the invasion of the human personality of the believer or unbeliever who lives in the cosmic system.


3.  Demon influence is the infiltration of Satanic thought.  It isn’t expressed in terms of evil, but in terms of improving this world, doing nice things for your fellow man, and supporting crusades.


4.  Demon influence is the invasion of the soul with thought that is false thinking, i.e., the policy and principles by which Satan operated prior to the creation of man and afterwards as the ruler of this world.


5.  The unbeliever is protected from both demon influence and demon possession by the laws of divine establishment.  The believer is protected from demon influence by Bible doctrine only!  Only the truth can keep false thinking and false doctrine out of the soul.  If the believer only understands the laws of divine establishment, that gives him some protection.  But the greatest victims of demon influence are believers, a result of the genius plan of Satan to distract them from the protocol plan of God.

B.  The Cosmic System, Satan’s Classroom for Demon Influence.

1.  Cosmic one emphasizes preoccupation with self, having twelve gates or categories of arrogance.


2.  Cosmic two emphasizes antagonism toward the truth, with nine gates.


3.  When the believer gets outside of the operational‑type spiritual life, he inevitably enters one of two cosmic (worldly) systems of Satan.



a.  Satan’s cosmic system is the whole system of prehistoric sins, which are connected to arrogance.



b.  If the sins of arrogance are allowed to continue, it is inevitable that the believer in cosmic one will become an abnormal person.  And once this abnormality sets in, there is a system of locked‑in arrogance that totally rejects truth or distorts truth by hallucination.


4.  So the believer out of fellowship can commit either prehistoric or historic categories of sins.  Many of the prehistoric categories of sins are related to human sacrifice and the various functions of demonism.  Demon influenced believers show tremendous predilection toward violence, especially in a psychotic state.


5.  Negative volition in cosmic one is rejection of doctrine because you’re preoccupied with yourself, which is an indirect rejection of doctrine.  People who are preoccupied with self, seeking pleasure and approbation for self, have no time for doctrine; rather, they substitute self‑indulgence for learning doctrine.  Negative volition cosmic two is also negative volition toward doctrine, but true rejection is due to antagonism toward doctrine.


6.  One enters the cosmic system through an active or a passive decision from free will.  Once inside the cosmic system, negative volition towards true doctrine creates a vacuum through which demon doctrine enters, Eph 4:17.

7.  Reversionism is, in effect, the degrees of demon influence of the believer in the cosmic system.  In 1 Cor 2:5, the “wisdom of man” illustrates demon influence in the cosmic system through Greek culture and religion.


8.  The quickest way to get into the cosmic system is to sin, 1 Jn 3:4‑10.  “When anyone commits a sin, he has become the agent of the devil.”  Just as the devil invented the cosmic system, so he also invented sin.  But Christ destroyed the basis for Satan’s entire system when He judged sin at the cross.


9.  Through psychological living instead of spiritual living, the believer all too often continues the lifestyle of spiritual death by living in Satan’s cosmic system.  In cosmic one, he grieves the Holy Spirit; in cosmic two, he quenches the Holy Spirit.


10.  All spiritual living occurs inside the spiritual life under the omnipotence of the Holy Spirit.  Living in the spiritual life is called the filling of the Spirit.  Functioning in the spiritual life is called walking by means of the Spirit.


11.  Therefore, we have a warning to Church Age believers not to superimpose the life of spiritual death on the Christian way of life in 1 Jn 2:15‑16.  “Stop loving the cosmic system or anything in the cosmic system.  If anyone keeps loving the cosmic system [cosmic one and two], the love of the Father is not in Him.  Because all that is in the cosmic system, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the arrogant pattern of life, is not from the Father but is from the cosmic system.”



a.  Loving the cosmic system means demon influence of your motivation, of your thought pattern, of your decision making, and of your action.



b.  The love of the Father refers to virtue-love, one of the highest problem solving devices in the Christian life.



c.  The lust of the flesh is the old sin nature seeking to control the soul.  The lust of the eyes is motivational evil in Satan’s cosmic system.  The arrogant pattern of life is the functional evil of the other eleven gates in cosmic one.


12.  As the leader of all fallen angels and as the ruler of planet earth, Satan has been able to compile a cosmic system which is a mass of thoughts, opinions, speculations, systems of false doctrines, panaceas, plans, systems of all categories for deceit, policies, and objectives by which Satan seeks to control the world which he rules.


13.  Although Satan is the ruler of this world, he does not necessarily control the people of this world; that depends upon individual volition.  Satan seeks to control both mankind and the millions of fallen angels still loose, called demons.


14.  In cosmic one, Satan has provided a communion table to complement real spiritual death.  1 Cor 10:21, “You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and at the same time the cup of demons.”  In other words, the believer who is out of fellowship, out of the spiritual life, is under demon influence, drinking from the “cup of the demons.”  “You cannot partake of the table of the Lord [Eucharist] and the table of demons.”  The table of demons is psychological living in Satan’s cosmic system.


15.  In cosmic two, Satan’s false doctrine results in the human viewpoint of life, which resents Bible doctrine and any truth.  1 Tim 4:1‑2, “But the Spirit [God the Holy Spirit] explicitly communicates that in latter periods of time [Incarnation, Church Age, Tribulation], some believers will fall away from doctrine, giving attention to deceitful spirits, even doctrines from demons [demon influence in cosmic system].  By means of hypocrisy of liars, they are seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron.”



a.  This passage teaches thought telepathy from demons.  “Doctrine” here means a system of teaching which is transferred to anyone who resides in the cosmic system.



b.  Believers believe liars because of their facade of sweet and pleasing words, and the warmth of their personality.  In psychological living, you are so preoccupied with yourself that you assume that any speaker who pleases you, stimulates you, and warms you must be telling you the truth.



c.  A burned‑out or seared conscience is a result of demon influence.  Demon influence destroys the norms and standards of truth.  When a believer or unbeliever remains in the cosmic system long enough, all his norms and standards related to truth are gone, seared, and burnt.


16.  Eph 2:2 says, “in which sphere [real spiritual death] you formerly walked according to the lifestyle of the cosmic system [world].”  In the sphere of real spiritual death from birth, all unbelievers reside in Satan’s cosmic system and are influenced by it to some degree, depending upon their adherence to the laws of divine establishment.  The degree of influence from Satan’s cosmic system can only be negated for the unbeliever by knowing and adhering to the laws of divine establishment.  But this only frees the unbeliever from some of Satan’s policies; it does not give him salvation.


17.  Living in Satan’s cosmic system as an unbeliever includes three categories of modus vivendi.



a.  Demon possession.



b.  Demon influence.



c.  A combination of these two, or psychological living.


18.  Living in Satan’s cosmic system as a believer includes two potential categories of modus vivendi.



a.  Demon influence.



b.  Psychological living.


19.  The believer cannot be demon possessed because his body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who indwells him.  No demon can be in the presence of the Holy Spirit.

C.  Distinction between Demon Influence and Demon Possession.

1.  In demon possession, the body of the unbeliever is indwelt by a demon or a group of demons, resulting in normal or abnormal living.


2.  The laws of divine establishment protect the unbeliever from demon possession.  That’s why demon possession is prevalent in countries where there is no establishment, such as in Africa, India, South America, and among the Indian tribes of North America.

D.  Mandates Against Demon Influence.

1.  Eph 4:27; James 4:6‑8.  (In every passage where Prov 3:34 is quoted from the LXX, there is always a reference to demon influence.)


2.  Volition is our first line of defense in two categories.



a.  Either by rejecting the temptation signals from the old sin nature coming into the soul, or;



b.  Once in the cosmic system, to name one’s sins via rebound, and escape the cosmic system.  Otherwise, the believer will become demonized and become “an enemy of the cross,” Phil 3:18.


3.  James 4:8 gives the command to have doctrine in the right lobe as the offensive action against demon influence.  “Purify your right lobe.”  Being “double-minded” means to have some true doctrine while in the spiritual life plus having some doctrine of demons also stored in the right lobe; therefore, there is conflict.  Purifying the right lobe is only possible through consistent, daily perception of Bible doctrine.

E.  Demon Influence is Relative.

1.  The degrees of demon influence correspond to the degrees of reversionism.  The longer one resides in the cosmic system without rebound, the greater the degree of demon influence.  Past a certain point, you cannot distinguish between the believer and unbeliever in the cosmic system.  The cosmic system does not distinguish between its students, and is equally effective with both categories, believer and unbeliever.


2.  Therefore, demon influence is a process of demonization in which every facet of the soul is eventually controlled by demon doctrine, so that there is a complete personality change to some form of sociopathic or psychopathic personality.

F.  The False Doctrine of Demon Influence.

1.  1 Pet 5:4‑9.



a.  Achievement belongs to God; happiness belongs to the believer.  But demon influence reverses this principle and says “achievement belongs to me; therefore, I will be unhappy as long as I live.” 



b.  “Being self‑disciplined” (verse 8) means being organized.  Your organization starts in your thinking first; that requires categorical teaching of doctrine.  Self‑discipline is important to remain in the spiritual life.  There is a parallel between our Lord delegating authority in the human race, and Satan “prowling around” and delegating authority to disembodied spirit demons.


2.  James 3:14‑16.



a.  “Jealousy” qualifies for both cosmic one and cosmic two. 



b.  Achievement arrogance is the blasphemy of taking achievement away from God and placing it in your own hands.  Therefore, achievement arrogance destroys human happiness and replaces it with boasting and gloating ambition.


3.  Arrogance motivates us to strive for success and to compete from inordinate ambition.  In the process, Bible doctrine is neglected, virtue is ignored, happiness is rejected, and demon influence becomes the order of the day.


4.  Since achievement belongs to God, God provides achievement with happiness, but only inside the spiritual life.


5.  Arrogance is the direct route to demon influence; it is the demoralization as well as the demonization of the soul.

G.  The Avoidance of Demon Influence.

1.  Demon influence can only be avoided through life in the spiritual life for the believer.  Resistance is a matter of learning doctrine.


2.  Therefore, there are four R’s in the grace apparatus for perception of the word of God.



a.  Reception.



b.  Retention.



c.  Recall.



d.  Resistance.


3.  What really counts is retention, which is gnosis doctrine converted into epignosis doctrine.  Then at recall, you can apply a percentage of what you retained.  But to resist demonization, you must have the first three steps.


4.  Ignorance cannot make application to experience; it can only emote in the face of testing or disaster.  So standing firm in doctrine is the issue in resisting the devil, 1 Pet 5:9.
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