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is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “But.”  This sets up a contrast between the Church Age believer being free born spiritually like Isaac was free born physically and the persecution, which came from the brother who was born into slavery.

 is the comparative adverb HWSPER, which means “just as, even as.”  It is used in the protasis and HOUTWS KAI, “so also” is found in the apodosis.

 is the temporal adverb TOTE, which means “then, at that time.”
“But just as at that time”
 is the nominative masculine singular aorist passive articular participle from the verb GENNAW, which means “to be born” in the passive voice.


The article is used as a relative pronoun and can be translated “the one who” or “he who.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action into a single whole and regards it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates that the one born according to the flesh; that is, Ishmael, the unbeliever, receives the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

 is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of manner from the feminine singular noun SARX, which should be translated “by the flesh.”
 is the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb DIWKW, which means “to persecute.”

The imperfect tense is a durative imperfect, which indicates an act which began in the past and continued over a period of time up to some undefined point at which time the action stopped.


The active voice indicates that Ishmael produced the action of persecuting Isaac.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article, translated “the one” and referring to Isaac.  Ellipsis demands the repetition of the verb GENNAW, meaning “to be born.”  With this we have the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of manner from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, which means “by the Spirit.”  This is a reference to God the Holy Spirit who is the agent of regeneration throughout human history.

is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, which means “so” plus the adjunctive use of KAI, meaning “also” plus the temporal adverb NUN, meaning “now.”
“the one who was born by the flesh kept on persecuting the one [born] by the Spirit, so also now.”
Gal 4:29 corrected translation
“But just as at that time the one who was born by the flesh kept on persecuting the one [born] by the Spirit, so also now.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul now makes a point about what is really going on behind the scenes with this problem of the legalistic believers from Jerusalem.  The Judaizers persecute grace-oriented believers.

2.  Paul shows that the persecution of the believer by the unbeliever has always been true.


a.  Ishmael persecuted Isaac because of his jealousy of Isaac.


b.  Ishmael was born into slavery physically.  He was also born into slavery to the old sin nature.


c.  Isaac was born a free man, and he was born again into spiritual freedom.


d.  Ishmael’s persecution of Isaac is found in Genesis.

Gen 16:11, “The angel of the Lord said to her further, ‘Behold, you are with child, and you will bear a son; and you shall call his name Ishmael, because the Lord has given heed to your affliction.”
Gen 16:12, “He will be a wild donkey of a man, his hand will be against everyone, and everyone’s hand will be against him; and he will live to the east of all his brothers.”
Gen 21:8, “The child grew and was weaned, and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned.”
Gen 21:9, “Now Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, mocking.”
3.  Paul was persecuted throughout his ministry by the legalists.


a.  1 Tim 1:20, “Among these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan, so that they will be taught not to blaspheme.”

b.  2 Tim 4:14, “Alexander the coppersmith did me much harm; the Lord will repay him according to his deeds.”

c.  2 Tim 3:10-11, “Now you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, perseverance, persecutions, and sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium and at Lystra; what persecutions I endured, and out of them all the Lord rescued me!”
4.  The believer will always be persecuted by the unbeliever.


a.  This is a trend of the Church Age. Rev 2:10, “Do not fear what you are about to suffer.  Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”

b.  Rom 8:35-37, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall tribulation [historical disaster/circumstantial pressure], or anguish [mental pressure], or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger [physical or natural catastrophe i.e., earthquake] or sword [crime, violence, military disaster]. As it stands written, [Ps 44:22] ‘For Your [Jesus Christ] sake we are being put to death the whole day [reign of Nero]; we have been imputed as sheep for slaughter.  Nevertheless, in all these things we win the supreme victory through Him [Father] Who loves us.’”
5.  Both ideology and religion destroy virtue, and the national instinct of grace and tolerance.


a.  This is because religion produces arrogance and ignorance, cruelty and persecution, which overrides tolerance and substitutes cruelty.


b.  Since a religious society cannot think or reason, it becomes emotional with blind arrogance.  And, this emotion produces mob violence, persecution of passive arrogance, and cruelty resulting in holocaust.


c.  Religion stifles freedom, e.g., Spain in the Middle Ages.


d.  Religion doesn’t allow others to make mistakes, but persecutes them vigorously, e.g., Islam.


e.  Medieval history records the increase of cities and the development of mobs, functioning under the principle of arrogance and intolerance; therefore the terrorism of active arrogance.


f.  Therefore, anti-Semitism alternates with tolerance toward the Jew, but never for more than three or four generations.  During Medieval times the Jews bounced back and forth between Romanism and Islamic persecution.


g.  When our decisions lead us to the point of passive arrogance, there is always some barbaric group ready to attack.  As active arrogance develops, you get to the point of insanity.

6.  Paul was authorized by God the Holy Spirit to call himself the “chief of sinners” because he persecuted the Church.  Paul knew the Judaizers’ thinking and modus operandi better than anyone else because at one time, he was their leader.  God raided the enemy camp and kidnapped their leader and made him the apostle of grace.  Who better to oppose the legalism of arrogant believers and unbelievers from Jerusalem than the former leader of the movement?  Therefore, just as has been true throughout human history – the unbeliever in slavery to the sin nature will always persecute the believer who is free by the grace of God.
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