
Galatians 1:9

Galatians 1:9

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 - is the relative adverb HWS from the relative pronoun HOS, used as a correlative comparative conjunction with KAI (coming up in a few words).  It is translated “as...so.”  Examples of this are also found in Mt 6:10; Acts 7:51; 2 Cor 13:2; Gal 1:9; Phil 1:20.

 - is the first person plural perfect active indicative from the verb PROEIPON, which means “to have said something before or previously” in contrast to the present.


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect or the perfect of existing state.  It is used to emphasize the fact that a thing is.


The active voice indicates that Paul and his companions have produced the action before.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“As we have said previously”
 - is the correlative use of the conjunction KAI with HWS, meaning “so.”  With this we have the adverb of time ARTI, which means “now.”  Finally, we have the adverb of manner PALIN, which means “again, once more.”
 - is the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say, speak” but has many expanded meanings based upon the context in which it is used.  Here it is saying something in the sense of “to repeat, reiterate.”

The present tense is an aorist present, which is used to state a simple expression of undefined action in present time.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“so now again I repeat,”
 - is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite enclitic pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone, someone.”
 - is the accusative plural direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “all of you.”
 - is the third person singular present middle indicative from the verb EUAGGELIZW, which means in the middle voice “to proclaim a message, announce a message, or preach good news to someone.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.  This could also be a tendential present for an action purposed by Paul’s opponents but not yet taking place.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, laying stress on Paul and the other apostles and those evangelists working with Paul as God’s agents in proclaiming this message.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 - is the preposition PARA plus the accusative of relationship (here a relationship of opposition) from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “contrary to that which.”  This relative pronoun refers back to the gospel message of the verb.

 - is the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PARALAMBANW, which often means “to receive.”  But sometimes the emphasis lies not so much on receiving or taking over, as on the fact that the word implies agreement or approval with regard to teaching and preaching.  In this case it is translated “to accept” and is found this way in 1 Cor 15:1 and Phil 4:9.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist which looks at all that Paul and others have taught the Galatians about the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and the spiritual life of the Church Age, gathers it into a single whole, and looks at it from the standpoint of its results – the Galatians received and accepted the teaching.


The active voice indicates that the Galatians produced the action of accepting the teaching of Paul and others.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“if anyone proclaims a message to you contrary to that which you have accepted,”
 - is the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun ANATHEMA, which means “something put under divine curse.”  Paul uses the term for the object of a curse.

 - is the third person singular present active imperative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”  The third person singular imperative is normally translated “Let him be.”

The present tense is a gnomic present, which is used to express a universal truth, a maxim, a commonly accepted fact, a state or condition, which perpetually exists.  Here it expresses the latter.


The active voice indicates that God produces the action of disciplining any person, believer or unbeliever, who attempts to alter or distort or change the original message of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, i.e. that salvation is through faith alone in Him and totally apart from any human works, effort, good deeds, or keeping the Mosaic Law or its rituals.


The imperative mood is a command.
“let him be under a divine curse.”
Gal 1:9 corrected translation
“As we have said previously, so now again I repeat, if anyone proclaims a message to you contrary to that which you have accepted, let him be under a divine curse.”
Explanation:
1.  Notice the change from “As we said” to “now I say.”

a.  The first phrase refers to not only what Paul has just said in verse 8 (“But even if we or an angel from heaven should proclaim a message contrary to the message which we proclaimed to you, let him be under a divine curse.”), but to what was proclaimed and taught by all those men who traveled with Paul through Galatia, especially Barnabas.


b.  Paul and Barnabas have told the Galatians many times in the past that if anyone comes along and tries to add anything to the gospel or change the gospel message in any way that he will be under a divine curse.


c.  Paul is simply repeating again something he has taught before and is well known to the Galatians.  He repeats it again here twice to emphasize two things.



(1)  Directly, he is emphasizing the fact that nothing should ever be added to, taken away from, or distort the absolute truth of the gospel of salvation through faith alone in Christ alone, totally apart from any human good deeds or good behavior.



(2)  Indirectly, he is emphasizing the importance of repetition as a part of teaching the Bible.




(a)  Repetition is defined as the act of repeated utterance; therefore, reiteration.




(b)  The principle of repetition is what you learn after you know it all.




(c)  The reason for repetition is that the rate of learning must exceed the rate of forgetting for the inculcation of Bible doctrine.




(d)  The inculcation of doctrine is designed to impress the stream of consciousness with epignosis knowledge of Bible doctrine by repeated teaching of a pertinent subject.




(e)  Failure to respond to repetition of Bible teaching results in the function of the three arrogance skills (self-justification, self-deception, and self-absorption).




(f)  2 Tim 4:3-4 is the result of reaction to repetition. “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but on the basis of their own lusts to have their ears tickled they will accumulate to themselves teachers and will turn away their itching ears from the truth and will turn aside into myths.”



(g)  The Christian dilettante wants to hear something new to stimulate or scratch his itching ears.  He dabbles in false doctrine, seeking either emotional stimulation or philosophical and psychological distractions, which reject true doctrinal inculcation.





i.  2 Tim 3:7 describes that status quo. “Always learning but never able to come to a knowledge of the truth.”




ii.  The description of the Christian dilettante is given in 2 Tim 3:2-6.


d.  So, first Paul gives weight to the authority of what he and Barnabas taught the Galatians from the beginning.  Then Paul declares again from his own authority as “the apostle to the Gentiles” that anyone who tampers with God’s word is under God’s curse.

2.  Paul’s use of the word PARALAMBANW tells us volumes here.  Again PARALAMBANW does not emphasize receiving the gospel message, but accepting what was taught.


a.  Paul is reminding them of their positive volition to the gospel and to the teaching of the word of God.


b.  They did not start out negative to the gospel or to the teaching of the word of God.


c.  They accepted the gospel wholeheartedly.  They believed in Christ without any doubts.


d.  Paul’s emphasis is not on the fact that he and Barnabas came to them and proclaimed salvation through faith in Christ, but his emphasis is on their positive response to what was said.

3.  Another interesting point here is that there will be believers during the Church Age who do in fact proclaim a gospel contrary to the gospel of the apostle Paul.  This begs for the answer to two questions: “who are these believers?” and “what is their gospel which is contrary to Paul?”

a.  Who are these believers?



(1)  These are believers in the Lord Jesus Christ who have changed their mind about the nature of salvation after they were saved.



(2)  At the beginning of their Christian life they believed that faith alone in Christ was sufficient for salvation.



(3)  After being around other Christians and seeing the function of the old sin nature in “really good Christians,” they react with shock, disappointment, discouragement, disillusion, and think that no one could really be saved and do “something like that.”


(4)  The other Christians whom they idolize come crashing down off their pedestals, and these believers start believing that only “good” Christians are really saved.  Different people define “good” in different ways.



(5)  So this reacting Christian talks to all his “friends,”  who agree with him or her.  They then gather around themselves as many “like-minded” Christians as they can.



(6)  They support each other emotionally by telling each other how really “good” they are as Christians and how really bad every one else is who does not agree with them.



(7)  If they are not in a church, they form one.  If they are in a church, they undermine the authority of the pastor if he does not agree with them and get him thrown out so their leader can take over, or so they can bring in someone they can bully to teach their way of thinking.



(8)  They become the modern day Pharisees of Christianity.  They are arrogant, self-righteous, legalistic, emotional do-gooders.  They are described in Phil 3:19, “whose end is destruction [the sin face-to-face with death], whose god is their emotion, and whose glory [at the judgment seat of Christ] is their shame [no eternal rewards], who set their minds on earthly things [human do-good systems of thinking, e.g. the environmentalists].”

b.  What is their gospel?



(1)  Anything which takes away from the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  They teach such ideas as:




(a)  That Jesus Christ was only a good man, but not God.




(b)  That Jesus Christ was God, but not really a man.




(c)  That you don’t absolutely need to believe in Christ to be saved.  You can be saved by being a good person and living a good life.




(d)  That Jesus Christ is not the only means of salvation.



(2)  Anything which adds to the gospel of Christ.  They teach such ideas as:




(a)  You must believe and keep the Mosaic Law or parts of it.




(b)  You must believe and never commit certain sins.




(c)  You must believe and commit your life to the Lord.




(d)  You must believe and confess Christ before men.




(e)  You must believe and demonstrate your faith by living a “holy life.”


(3)  They also distort the gospel with such ideas as:




(a)  You must invite Christ into your heart.  The heart is desperately wicked and Christ will not come and dwell in the filth of your human heart until God the Holy Spirit has cleaned the place out through indwelling.  God the Holy Spirit does not indwell whom He does not regenerate, and He does not regenerate anyone apart from faith alone in Christ alone.




(b)  You must invite Christ into your life.  The spiritually dead unbeliever does not have the ability or power to invite Christ anywhere.


c.  They are described elsewhere in Scripture.



(1)  2 Peter
2 Pet 2:1-3, “But false prophets also arose among people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who to be sure will bring in secretly opinions of destruction while disowning the Master who even acquired them as slaves, bringing swift destruction on themselves, nevertheless many will follow their sensuality, because of whom the way of truth will be slandered, and because of avarice they will exploit you with false teachings, because of which teachings their condemnation has been prepared from eternity past, and their destruction is not idle.”
2 Pet 2:12 “But these [false prophets], like unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct having been born for the purpose of capture and destruction, slandering in things which they are ignorant, will also be destroyed because of their depravity.”
2 Pet 2:13 “They cheat themselves out of reward because of unrighteousness.  They regard parties in the daytime as a pleasure.  They are stains and defects, engaging in loud, drunken parties associated with their pleasures as they feast together with you,”
2 Pet 2:14 “having eyes full of an adulteress and unceasing from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children.”
2 Pet 2:15 “Having abandoned the right way of life, they have gone astray, pursuing the way of life of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wealth from unrighteousness,”
2 Pet 2:16 “but he was rebuked for his own evil-doing; the mute ass, by speaking with the voice of a man, restrained the insanity of the prophet.”
2 Pet 2:17 “These [false teachers] are waterless fountains and mists being driven by a hurricane for whom the gloom of darkness has been reserved.”
2 Pet 2:18 “For while loudly proclaiming bombastic words of emptiness, they entice with lusts of the flesh in the sphere of sensuality those who barely escape from the ones who live in deception,”
2 Pet 2:19 “promising to them freedom while they themselves are slaves of depravity; for by what anyone is defeated, by this he has been enslaved.”
2 Pet 2:20 “For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the cosmic system by means of the full knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and being entangled again in them they are defeated, the last state has become for them worse than the first state.”
2 Pet 2:21 “For it was better for them to not have known exactly the way of righteousness, than having known exactly, to turn away from the holy commandment which was handed down to them.”


(2)  Jude
Jude 12 “These men are the hidden reefs who boldly feast together in your virtue-love meals, caring for themselves, waterless clouds being carried away by winds, fruitless trees in late autumn, having died twice, having been pulled out by the roots,”
Jude 13 “fierce waves of the sea, causing their own disgraceful deeds to form white caps, wandering stars for whom the gloom of darkness has been reserved forever.”
Jude 16 “These men are constantly blaming complainers, living in conformity with their own lusts, in fact their mouth speaks boastful things, while admiring others for the sake of their own advantage.”
Jude 17 “But you, beloved, remember the teachings which have been previously mentioned by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ”
Jude 18 “that they kept on saying to you, ‘In the last time there will be mockers, living on the basis of their own desires of godlessness.’”
Jude 19 “These men are those who cause divisions, unspiritual men, not having the Spirit.”


(3)  2 Tim 3:2-9

2 Tim 3:2  “For those men [reversionists] shall be lovers of self, lovers of money, braggarts, arrogant ones, slanderous ones, disobedient to parents, ungrateful ones, anti-establishment ones,

2 Tim 3:3  ones with no capacity for love [abnormal affection], implacable ones, malicious gossips, without self-discipline, brutal people, haters of divine and moral good,

2 Tim 3:4  traitors, thoughtless types, having become puffed up with pride and exhaling, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God. 

2 Tim 3:5  holding to an external form of godliness but having disregarded the power [Bible doctrine] of that same godliness, also be turning yourselves away from these [reversionistic evangelists of evil].

2 Tim 3:6   For, out from these [evangelists/evil] are they who worm their way into those same houses [local church] and capture silly women [reversionistic believers], because having been over-burdened with sins, they are carried-away prisoners [of reversionism] by various categories of lust,

2 Tim 3:7  always learning [false doctrine and principles of evil] and so they are never able to come to an epignosis of doctrine.

2 Tim 3:8  Moreover, in the same manner that Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so also these [reversionistic evangelists] reject the doctrine; hence, they are men of corrupted mentality, disqualified ones from Divine blessing with regard to that doctrine which they have rejected.

2 Tim 3:9  But they will make no further progress, for their lack of sense [madness from reversionism] will be fully evident to all [their contemporaries], as also that opposition of those two [Jannes and Jambres] came to be.”


(4)  1 Tim 1:5-7
1 Tim 1:5  “But the objective of preaching is love from a pure heart and from a good conscience and from doctrine without hypocrisy.

1 Tim 1:6  From which some pastors having deviated [into reversionism] they themselves have turned to ineffective teaching,

1 Tim 1:7  desiring to be teachers of the Law, since they do not understand either what they are teaching or concerning things about which they speak dogmatically.”


(5)  The false teachers of the Old Testament are no different than the false teachers of the New Testament, and are described in detail by God in Jer 14:14. “Then the Lord said to me, ‘The prophets are prophesying falsehood in My name.  I have neither sent them nor commanded them nor spoken to them; they are prophesying to you a false vision, divination, futility and the deception of their own minds.’”


(6)  1 Jn 4:1-6
1 Jn 4:1  “Beloved ones, stop believing every eloquent speaker, but keep analyzing those influential speakers whether he is from God, because many false teachers have gone out [to evangelize] for the cosmic system.

1 Jn 4:2  By this learn to recognize that person who is from God; every honorable minister who teaches that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God;

1 Jn 4:3  in fact, every persuasive speaker who does not teach through Christ is not from God.  Furthermore, this [false teaching] is the persuasive influence of Antichrist, about whom you have heard that he is coming, and now he is already in the world.

1 Jn 4:4  You and only you are from God, dear children, and you have overcome them [momentum tests], because greater is He [Holy Spirit] Who is in you than he [Satan] who is in the world.

1 Jn 4:5  They and only they are from the cosmic system.  Therefore, they teach from the source of the cosmic system and the cosmic system understands, hears them.

1 Jn 4:6  We and only we [missionaries, evangelists, pastor-teachers] are from God; he who has come to know God [positive believer] keeps listening to us.  But he who is not from God [negative believer] does not listen to us.  For this reason we have come to know the spiritual significance of doctrine and the pervading influence of deceit.”
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