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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 - is the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, which indicates a mild contrast and is translated “But.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular adjective HETEROS, which means “other, another, or anyone else.”
 - is the descriptive genitive from the masculine plural article and noun APOSTOLOS, which means “of the apostles.”
 - is the strong negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, which means “to see.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action into a single whole and regards it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The indicative mood indicates a simple statement of fact.

“but I did not see another of the apostles”
 - his is the first class conditional particle EI used with the subjective negative adverb MĒ, meaning “except.”
 - is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular proper name IAKWBOS, which should be translated as Jacob, but we incorrectly transliterate as James.

 - is the appositional accusative from the masculine singular article and noun ADELPHOS, meaning “the brother.”  Actually Jacob/James was the half-brother of the humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ.  He shared the same genetic material as Mary, the mother of the humanity of our Lord.

 - is the possessive genitive or genitive of relationship from the masculine plural article and noun KURIOS, meaning “of the Lord.”  This is a reference to our Lord Jesus Christ.

“except Jacob, the half-brother of the Lord.”
Gal 1:19 corrected translation
“but I did not see another of the apostles except Jacob, the half-brother of the Lord.”
Explanation:
1.  The only other “important person” that Paul saw during his fifteen day stay with Peter was the pastor-teacher of the Jerusalem church, James (more correctly Jacob), the Lord’s half brother.  Paul adds this sentence to be absolutely precise.  If Paul had left this information out of his letter, his critics would use this fact against Paul, and Paul knows it; therefore he needed to include this statement to not give his critics any more ammunition against him.

2.  To understand the significance of why Paul mentioned James at all we must understand who James was and why he is important for Paul to mention.


a.  There are four men named James in the New Testament: James, the son of Zebedee and brother of John, who was an apostle and part of the inner circle of close friends of our Lord (Mt 4:21), who was put to death by Herod Agrippa I, (Acts 12:2); James the son of Alphaeus, who was also a disciple and an apostle (Mt 10:3; Acts 1:13); James the father of one of the disciples named Judas (but not Judas Iscariot, Lk 6:16; Acts 1:13); and James the half-brother of our Lord, Mt 13:55, “Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not His mother called Mary, and His brothers, James and Joseph and Simon and Judas?” and Mk 6:3 “Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? Are not His sisters here with us?” And they took offense at Him.”

b.  Who is James the Younger (incorrectly translated “the Less”) mentioned in Mk 15:40?



(1)  First we must look at a parallel passage in Mt 27:55-56, “Many women were there looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee while ministering to Him.  Among them was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee [she is named Salome in Mk 15:40].”  This must be compared with Mk 15:40ff to determine who this “Mary the mother of James” was, so that we can determine who James was.



(2)  Mk 15:40, “There were also some women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the Younger and Joses, and Salome [she is the mother of the sons of Zebedee – James and John – mentioned in Mt 27:56].”  The name Joses is the diminutive name for Joseph, just as “Willy” as a diminutive name for “William.”


(3)  Compare Mk 15:47, “Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses [James is not mentioned, but this is the same Mary] were looking on to see where He was laid.”


(4)  Compare Mk 16:1, “When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, [Joses is not mentioned but this is the same Mary who is the mother of James the Younger and Joses just mentioned in Mk 15:40] bought spices, so that they might come and anoint Him.”


(5)  This same Mary, who is the mother of James [James the Younger] and Joseph/Joses,  is mentioned in Lk 24:10 as one of the women who came to anoint our Lord in the tomb, “Now they were Mary Magdalene and Joanna [the wife of Chuza mentioned in Lk 8:2-3] and Mary the mother of James; also the other women with them were telling these things to the apostles.”
 

(6)  John mentions three prominent Mary’s standing at the Cross in Jn 19:25, “But standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother, and the sister of His mother, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.”


(7)  It is possible that Mary, the wife of Clopas [who is the same man mentioned in Lk 24:13-18 “Cleopas” as one of the two disciples of our Lord who spoke with Him on the road to Emmaus], was the mother of James the Younger and Joseph/Joses, mentioned by Mark in Mark 15:40, 47, 16:1; Mt 27:56; and Lk 24:10.  This would mean that this James is the son of Mary, the sister of Mary the mother of our Lord’s humanity, and that this James is then the cousin of Jesus, who had another cousin named James, who was the half brother of our Lord, and since he was part of the same family was called James the Younger.  His father was named Clopas, who would be the uncle of Jesus and so Jesus may have been talking to his uncle on the Emmaus road.  Some scholars believe the names Clopas and Alphaeus are similar enough in the Armaic that these two names mention the same person [it was not unusual for the same person to have different names – e.g., the apostle Matthew is also known as Levi].  If this is true, then James the Younger is the same person as James the son of Alphaeus who is listed as one of the apostles and would be the cousin of our Lord, whose uncle walked with our Lord on the road to Emmaus and whose aunt, the sister of Mary was at the Cross and at the tomb of our Lord.



(8)  But it is also possible that James the Younger is also James the Lord’s half brother and that the references to Mary, the mother of James and Joseph (or Joses) in Matthew and Mark are references to Mary the mother of the humanity of our Lord.  This is more consistent with both Matthew and Mark naming Mary as having four sons in Mt 13:55 and Mk 6:3 and then mentioning her again later on in the same book but only listing the first two of the four sons.


c.  James, the Lord’s half brother, is mentioned as the leader of the Jerusalem church in:



(1)  Acts 12:17, “But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he [Peter] described to them how the Lord had led him out of the prison.  And he said, ‘Report these things to James and the brethren.’ Then he left and went to another place.”  This James cannot be James the apostle and brother of John because Luke has just mentioned in verse 2 that he had already been put to death by Herod.



(2)  Acts 15:13, “After they had stopped speaking, James answered, saying, ‘Brethren, listen to me.’”


(3)  Acts 21:18, “And the following day Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders were present.”  This took place about 58-60 AD when Paul went to Jerusalem for the last time two years prior to his first Roman imprisonment.


(4)  The last mention of James as the leader of the Jerusalem church in found in Gal 2:12. “For prior to the coming of certain men from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he began to withdraw and hold himself aloof, fearing the party of the circumcision.”

d.  Paul states that our risen Lord appeared to James, the Lord’s half brother, in 1 Cor 15:7. “then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles.”  This appearance of our Lord is not mentioned in any of the gospels or Acts.


e.  James, the half brother of our Lord, is also the author of the epistle of James. Jam 1:1, “James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad: Greetings.”  This is supported by the authoritative tone of the letter and by the marked similarities in Greek between this epistle and the speech by James recorded in Acts 15.   Furthermore, Origen, Eusebius, Cyril of Jerusalem, Athanasius, Augustine, and many other early writers support this view.  The date of the epistle is related to its authorship. Some deny that James wrote this letter because of its excellent Greek.  They place the writing between a.d. 80 and 150. This is hardly justified.  James was obviously a gifted Galilean, fluent in both Aramaic and Greek.  Flavius Josephus, first-century historian, records that James was martyred in a.d. 62, so the epistle must have been written prior to that date.  Since no mention is made of the Jerusalem Council (a.d. 49) in which James took so active a role, it is likely that the letter was written between a.d. 45 and 48.


f.  Jude mentions himself in reference to his brother James, the half brother of our Lord in Jude 1:1. “Jude [the diminutive name for Judas given in Mt 13:55], a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to those who are the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ.”

g.  James did not accept the person of his half brother as the Lord Jesus Christ, the Messiah of Israel, prior to His resurrection, Mt 12:46-50; Mk 3:31-35; Lk 8:19-21; Jn 7:3-5.  But after our Lord appeared to him (1 Cor 15:7) he became a believer (Acts 1:14, “These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer, along with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.”) and the leader of the church at Jerusalem (Gal 1:19; Acts 12:17).  The first church historian Eusebius stated that he was appointed first bishop of Jerusalem by the Lord.  He presided at the first Council of Jerusalem, which considered the terms of admission of Gentiles into the church, formulated the decree which was sent to the churches of Antioch, Syria and Cilicia (Acts 15:19-23), and remained as sole leader of the Jerusalem church, working to maintain its unity with Paul and his mission when Paul visited Jerusalem for the last time (Acts 21:18ff.). A few years later James suffered martyrdom by stoning at the instigation of the high priest Ananus after the death of the procurator Festus in ad 61 according to the Jewish historian Josephus.  The church historian Eusebius also reports that an early Christian writer named Hegesippus reports a legendary tradition that James was known as ‘the Just’ because of his piety.

3.  It is apparent from Paul’s relationship with James (Acts 15:13; 21:18) and his recognition of James (Gal 1:19; 2:9, 12) that Paul held James in high respect.
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