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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A.  The Divine History of Charity.

1.  The principle of charity to others is taught in the Mosaic Law and applies to the entire dispensation of Israel.



a.  The correct attitude in giving was first taught to the Jews by our Lord through Moses in Deut 15:9-10 concerning the remission of debts every seven years.



b.  Dt 15:9-10, "Beware that there is no base thought in your heart, saying, 'The seventh year, the year of remission, is near,' and your eye is hostile toward your poor brother, and you give him nothing; then he may cry to the Lord against you, and it will be a sin in you.  You shall generously give to him, and your heart shall not be grieved when you give to him, because for this thing the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in all your undertakings.”

2.  The principle of charity during the dispensation of the hypostatic union is found in Mt 10:8, "Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. Freely you received, freely give.”


3.  Charity to others is the basis for reward of Tribulational believers at the second Advent of Christ, Mt 25:34-40.

Mt 25:34, "Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.”

Mt 25:35, “'For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in;”

Mt 25:36, “naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.'”

Mt 25:37, "Then the righteous will answer Him, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You something to drink?”

Mt 25:38, “'And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You?”

Mt 25:39, “'When did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?'”

Mt 25:40, "The King will answer and say to them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.'”


4.  The principle of charity to others during the millennium is taught in the Sermon on the Mount.



a.  Mt 5:42, “Give to him who asks of you, and do not turn away from him who wants to borrow from you.”



b.  Lk 6:30, "Give to everyone who asks of you, and whoever takes away what is yours, do not demand it back.”



c.  Lk 6:38, "Give, and it will be given to you.”

B.  Charity is done in privacy, Mt 6:2-4, "So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored by men.  Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.  But when you give to the poor, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving will be in secret; and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.”

C.  Those in need are not a problem that we should ignore and try to make go away. 


1.  Our Lord dealt with this attitude from His disciples in Mt 14:16.


2.  There were about 5000 people following our Lord and listening to Him teach all day.  It was late in the afternoon and the people had not eaten all.  The problem was what to do about the hunger of these 5000 people who they couldn’t feed.  The disciples wanted the problem to go away.  Out of sight, out of mind was there solution.


3.  But our Lord demanded they solve the problem themselves through their own charity.  “But Jesus said to them, "They do not need to go away; you give them something to eat!"  Then our Lord proceeded to provide the means by which the disciples could give.  Compare also Mk 6:37 where the disciples were really concerned about losing the money they had, “But He answered them, "You give them something to eat!" And they said to Him, "Shall we go and spend two hundred denarii on bread and give them something to eat?"  See Aaso Lk 9:13.

D.  The right attitude in charity to others is required for spiritual maturity, Mt 19:21, “Jesus said to him, "If you wish to be mature [TELEIOS], go and sell your possessions [Our Lord using hyperbole to teach--His point is to stop making your wealth your priority in life] and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me."  Compare Mk 10:21 where Mark adds, “Looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him and said to him, "One thing you lack: go and sell all you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me."
E.  Charity to others comes from within your soul.

1.  Charity comes from your personal love for God, your impersonal love for all mankind, the happiness of God inside you, and your occupation with Christ.


2.  Lk 11:41, "But give that which is within as charity, and then all things are clean for you.

F.  New Testament examples.

1.  Acts 9:36, “Now in Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which translated in Greek is called Dorcas); this woman was abounding with deeds of kindness and charity which she continually did.”


2.  Paul gives himself as an example to other pastors, Acts 20:33-35, “I have coveted no one's silver or gold or clothes.  You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my own needs and to the men who were with me.  In everything I showed you that by working hard in this manner you must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'"


3.  Charity is nothing without the right application of impersonal love for all, 1 Cor 13:3, “And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, ...but do not have love, it profits me nothing.”

4.  Charity is not to be given to the lazy, 2 Thes 3:10, “For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: if anyone is not willing to work, then he is not to eat, either.”


5.  The New Testament Principle is given perfectly in Jam 2:14-17, “What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has doctrine but he has no production [application of doctrine]?  Can that doctrine deliver him [in time of suffering]?  No!  (15) If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food,

(16) and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and be filled," and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? [It is no use to them and no use to you.  They are not taken care of and you have not correctly applied the doctrine of charity to others in need.]  (17)  So also your doctrine, if it has no production [application], it is dead by itself.”  Bible doctrine in the soul, the doctrine of charity, without the application of that doctrine through giving is dead.

G.  The perfect example of our Lord. 


This is taught in one simple principle, Mk 10:45, "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."  If our Lord could give His life for us, how little is He asking that we give of ourselves and what we have to others in need?






