Eph 5:6



- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular pronoun MĒDEIS, used as a substantive, which means “no one.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active imperative from the verb APATAW, which means “to deceive, mislead.”

The present tense is a customary and durative present for what is reasonably expected throughout one’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that each of us is personally responsible for producing the action of not letting others deceive us.


The imperative mood is an imperative of prohibition.

Then we have the instrumental of means from the masculine plural adjective KENOS and the noun LOGOS, meaning “with empty words.”
“Let no one deceive you with empty words;”
- is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “because of these things” and referring to the sins of sexual degeneracy mentioned in the previous statement.  Then we have the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for.”  This is followed by the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now happening.

The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, the wrath of God producing the action of coming.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun ORGĒ, which means “the wrath” and is used “of God’s future punitive judgment Lk 21:23; Mt 3:7; Lk 3:7; 1 Thes 1:10; 5:9; Eph 2:3; 5:6; Col 3:6 Rom 2:5, 8; 5:9; 9:22; 12:19.”
  With this we have the genitive of possession from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God” in the sense of “belonging to God” or “God’s wrath.”
“for because of these things, the wrath of God is coming”
- is the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the masculine plural article and noun HUIOS, meaning “on the sons.”  Finally, we have the descriptive genitive feminine singular from the article and noun APEITHEIA, which means “disobedience, in our literature always of disobedience toward God sometimes with the connotation of disbelief in the Christian gospel: Eph 2:2; 5:6; Col 3:6.  It is used of disobedience of Israelites Rom 11:30; Heb 4:6, 11; and of all humanity Rom 11:32.”
  It means to refuse to believe the Christian message of salvation.  This could also be regarded as an attributive genitive, meaning “disbelieving sons.”  Regardless of what we consider the genitive, it does not change the meaning.
“on the sons of disbelief.”
Eph 5:6 corrected translation
“Let no one deceive you with empty words; for because of these things, the wrath of God is coming on the sons of disbelief.”
Explanation:
1.  “Let no one deceive you with empty words;”

a.  Paul continues with another command based upon what he has just stated; namely that we are to be imitators of God and not become involved in the sexual degeneracy of the cosmic system.

b.  We are commanded to not allow ourselves to be deceived by others, whether they are inside or outside the local church.  The implication is that there are others who definitely seek to deceive us.  These people are both believers and unbelievers.

c.  Others seek to deceive us by telling us we should be ‘normal’ and act like everyone else, that we should be ‘tolerant’ of other people’s lifestyles and sexual preferences (such as homosexuality and lesbianism), that we should embrace the diversity of religious ideas, or that we should be tolerant of other religious ideas.  Toleration of Islam results in the persecution of Christianity and the murder of believers.

d.  Those who deceive are false teachers and the followers of false teachers.


e.  Those who deceive are influenced by the doctrines of demons.


f.  Those who deceive are family, friends, and loved ones who live in Satan’s cosmic system and encourage others to do likewise.  As Dr. Hoehner says, “Believers can be influenced by their culture so that what is acceptable in the world becomes acceptable in the church.”

g.  The tool used by these deceivers are the empty words of the doctrines of demons.


h.  The deceiver uses lies, false platitudes, erroneous ideas, and deceptive speech to confuse and deceive others.

i.  This deception with empty words is taught in other passages:



(1)  2 Tim 3:13, “But evil men and deceivers of others will advance to more severity, deceiving and being deceived.”


(2)  Tit 1:10, “For many are disobedient-rebellious, those who have nothing to say and deceivers, especially those who [are] out from the circumcision.”


(3)  2 Jn 1:7, “For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not acknowledge that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh.  This kind of person is the deceiver; that is, the antichrist.”


(4)  Rom 3:12-13, “All [unbelievers] have turned aside [into unrighteousness].  At the same time they have become depraved.  There is not one who does what is right.  There is not as much as a single person.  Their vocal cords (larynx) are a grave which has been opened.  They kept on deceiving, defrauding, and using trickery with their tongues.  The venom of Egyptian cobras is under their lips.”


(5)  2 Pet 2:17-19, “These [false teachers] are waterless fountains and mists being driven by a hurricane for whom the gloom of darkness has been reserved.  For while loudly proclaiming bombastic words of emptiness, they entice with lusts of the flesh in the sphere of sensuality those who barely escape from the ones who live in deception, promising to them freedom while they themselves are slaves of depravity; for by what anyone is defeated, by this he has been enslaved.”


(6)  2 Pet 3:17, “But you, beloved, since you know this in advance, be on your guard, in order that you do not lose your own strength by being carried away by the deception of unprincipled men.”


(7)  1 Jn 4:6, “We [God’s pastors and evangelists] are from God; the one who has come to know God [positive believer] keeps listening to us.  He who is not from God [negative believer] does not listen to us.  For this reason we have come to know the spirit [charismatic speaker] of truth and the spirit [charismatic speaker] of error/deception.”


(8)  Eph 4:14, “in order that we might no longer be childish [immature], being tossed here and there by waves and carried here and there by every wind of teaching by the trickery [cheating with loaded dice] of men, by the cunning for the purpose of deceitful scheming.”


(9)  Col 2:8, “Beware that there will be no one who takes you captive through their false teaching and empty deception according to the tradition from men on the basis of the fundamental principles of the world and not on the basis of Christ.”


(10)  2 Thes 2:7-12, “For this mystery of lawlessness is already at work.  [But it is] only [a mystery] until the One who now restrains is removed from the midst, and then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of His mouth and destroy by the appearance of His coming, whose coming is on the basis of the activity of Satan by means of all power and miraculous signs and lying wonders and with every deception from unrighteousness to those who are perishing, because they did not receive the love for the truth so that they might be saved.  And so for this reason God sends to them the operation of deception so that they believe the lie, in order that all those who do not believe the truth but take pleasure in unrighteousness might be judged.”
2.  “for because of these things, the wrath of God is coming”

a.  Now Paul gives the reason why believers must not be deceived with empty words.

b.  Because of the sins of perpetual carnality related to idolatry previously mentioned in this context, the wrath of God is coming against unbelievers.  This is also described in Jude 14-15, “And also Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about them, saying, ‘Behold, the Lord came with a countless number of His holy ones to execute judgment against all men; that is, to punish every soul because of all their works of ungodliness which they have lived in a godless manner and because of all the cruel words which godless sinners have spoken against Him.”

c.  The fact the wrath of God is coming is mentioned in:


(1)  Jn 3:36, “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”


(2)  Rom 1:18, “Therefore the wrath [anger, judgment] of God is being revealed from heaven on all rejection of God and wrongdoing (unrighteousness, wickedness, and injustice) of men, who suppress the truth by means of wrongdoing (unrighteousness, wickedness, and injustice).”


(3)  Rom 5:9, “Much more therefore, having now been justified by His blood [spiritual death on the cross], we shall be delivered by the agency of Him from the wrath [last judgment].”


(4)  Col 3:6, “because of which things the wrath [judgment, anger] of God is coming.”

d.  The wrath of God is coming on unbelievers because they refuse to believe in Christ.  They refuse to believe in Christ, because they worship the creature rather than the Creator.  They worship Satan through idolatry and the love of sex rather than God.

e.  We must not allow ourselves to be deceived with empty words because the wrath and judgment of God is coming.  The empty words are all the words that deny eternal salvation through faith alone in Christ alone.
3.  “on the sons of disbelief.”

a.  This is a reference to unbelievers.  The sons of disbelief or disobedience are those who refuse to believe in Christ.

b.  Since Jesus Christ is the creator of all men, we are all the sons of God in this sense.

c.  The sons of disbelief become the sons of the Most High God the moment we believe in Christ.


d.  The phrase “the sons of disobedience was previously used by Paul in Eph 2:2, “in the sphere of which [sins] you formerly walked according to the age characterized by this world, according to the ruler over the domain of the air [Satan], over the spiritual state which is now working in the sons of disobedience.”

e.  The noun APEITHEIA, which means “disobedience,” has the idea of unbelief in Rom 11:30, 32; Heb 4:6, 11, and fits well in this context.

f.  Rom 8:1, “Consequently now [there is] no condemnation, judgment, or punishment to those in Christ Jesus.”
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