Eph 5:32



- is the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun MYSTĒRION with the demonstrative adjective HOUTOS, meaning “This mystery.”  The last word we had in the neuter singular was the word SWMA in verse 30.  The demonstrative pronoun in the neuter singular refers back to that previous neuter singular noun “body.”  Therefore, the mystery doctrine to which Paul refers is the mystery doctrine that we are members of His body.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective MEGAS, meaning “great” in the sense of “being relatively superior in importance, translated: great, sublime, important as in Eph 5:32; 1 Tim 3:16; Jn 19:31; Acts 2:20; Jude 6; Rev 6:17; 16:14.”
  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the state of being as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the fact that we are members of the Christ’s body produces the state of being a fact that was a mystery, not revealed in past periods of human history.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“This mystery [that we are members of His body] is of great importance.”
 - is the explanatory or transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, which is translated “Now” and is used to shift the reader’s attention off the main thought line to a parenthetical thought.  This use is rare, being found in Jn 6:6, 3:19; 1 Cor 14:6; Eph 2:4; 5:32, Rom 9:30.
  Then we have the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “I” and refers to Paul.  This is followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say, speak, communicate.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what Paul is now doing as he writes.


The active voice indicates that Paul is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the masculine singular noun CHRISTOS, meaning “with reference to Christ.”  This is followed by the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the feminine singular noun EKKLĒSIA, meaning “with reference to the Church.”
“Now I am speaking with reference to Christ and the Church.”
Eph 5:32 corrected translation
“This mystery is of great importance.  Now I am speaking with reference to Christ and the Church.”
Explanation:
1.  “This mystery is of great importance.”

a.  Having concluded his illustration and proof text from the Old Testament, Paul returns to his subject at the end of verse 30, namely, that we are members of His body.

b.  One of the great mystery doctrines of the Church is that we are in union with Christ.

c.  This was a mystery to Satan, the elect angels, the fallen angels, and all previous members of the human race up to the time of the Church Age.


d.  The fact that God put Jews and Gentiles together into one spiritual body and then intimately united them to Christ in an inseparable personal relationship was the greatest secret God ever kept.


e.  This mystery of the union of all Church Age believers with Christ in the most intimate and unique personal relationship based upon love completely changed human history and the angelic conflict.


f.  This mystery was of the greatest importance because it moved the angelic conflict into an entirely new stage of evidence against Satan.



(1)  God made His unconditional love for mankind an even more dramatic issue in Satan’s appeal trial.  Satan had rejected the unconditional love of God and claimed it was non-existent.



(2)  God made His relationship with His creatures an even more critical issue in proof against Satan of how intense God’s relationship with His creatures really is.  Satan had rejected his own intimate relationship with God and persuaded one third of the angels to do likewise.



(3)  God made the unity of His relationship with His creatures and His creatures with each other a more critical issue in the angelic conflict than ever before.  Satan had rejected the unity of the angels by persuading one third of them to break away from the elect angels.


g.  Therefore, the new Church Age doctrines regarding the unity of the royal family with each other and the union of the believer with Christ were of the greatest importance in resolving the angelic conflict and Satan’s appeal of his sentence to the lake of fire.

h.  The bond or unity of marriage is significant and important, because it demands the unconditional love of the husband for his wife, just as the unity of Christ and the Church demands the unconditional love of God for every member of the royal family.  Both unions are of great importance and significance in human history, but the mystery of the union of Christ with the Church is of the greatest importance and significance.

2.  “Now I am speaking with reference to Christ and the Church.”

a.  Paul then adds a parenthetical aside to indicate that he is referring back to what he said at the end of verse 30, namely, that we are members of His body.

b.  When Paul said we are members of His body, he was speaking with reference to Christ and the Church.

c.  The word body coincides with the word Church and the word His coincides with the word Christ.

d.  The Church is the members of Christ’s body.


e.  Again the principle Paul is teaching is that a husband must nourish and care for his wife with unconditional love, because she is a part of his body through their intimate personal relationship, just as Christ also nourishes and cares for the Church, because we are members of His body, being in union with Him.

f.  The unconditional love of the Christian husband for his wife is his part of the corporate testimony that he and his wife have against Satan, just as our Lord’s unconditional love for the Church is God’s corporate testimony with the Church against Satan.  Not only is there individual testimony against Satan by every believer in human history, but there is also a corporate testimony against Satan during the Church Age by every Christian marriage.
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