Eph 5:29
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- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For,” explaining why a man who unconditionally [impersonally] loves his own wife unconditionally [impersonally] loves himself.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular pronominal adjective OUDEIS, which means “no one.”  This is followed by the temporal adverb POTE, which means “once, formerly; but after negatives it means ‘not ever, never’.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun SARX with the possessive genitive of the third masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning literally “his own flesh;” that is, “the physical body as a functioning entity: body, physical body Acts 2:26, 31; Eph 5:29; Col 2:1, 5; 1 Cor 5:5; 2 Cor 7:1, 5; 1 Pet 3:21; 4:1, 6; Jn 6:63; 1 Tim 3:16; Gal 4:13-14; Heb 9:13.”
  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb MISEW, which means “to hate.”

The aorist is a gnomic aorist, which is used to express a timeless (not past) truth, a generally accepted fact, or proverb.”


The active voice indicates that no man produces the action of ever hating his own body.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
“For no one ever hated his own body,”
- is the strong adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by third person singular present active indicative from the verb EKTREPHW, which means “to provide food, nourish and cherish.”


The present tense is a gnomic present to express a universal truth or a commonly accepted fact.


The active voice indicates that all men everywhere produce the action of eating food to stay alive.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb THALPW, which means literally ‘to make warm’ (used by Josephus of a young woman who provided warmth for King David); in the Bible it is used figuratively, meaning “to cherish, comfort, of children whom a mother cherishes 1 Thes 2:7, and of a wife, whom her husband is to care for.”

 
The present tense is a gnomic present to express a universal truth or a commonly accepted fact.


The active voice indicates that all men everywhere produce the action of taking care of their own bodies in order to stay alive.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person feminine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “it” and referring to the man’s physical body.
“but nourishes and cares for it,”
- is the comparative use of the conjunction KATHWS, meaning “just as” with the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, meaning “Christ.”  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun EKKLĒSIA, which means “the Church” and refers to the universal body of believers in the Church Age.
“just as Christ also the Church,”
Eph 5:29 corrected translation
“For no one ever hated his own body, but nourishes and cares for it, just as Christ also the Church,”
Explanation:
1.  “For no one ever hated his own body,”

a.  Paul continues his remarks with the simple explanation of why a man who loves his own wife loves himself. 

b.  A man normally loves his own body impersonally and unconditionally.  Therefore, he provides for the basic needs of the body by feeding it, clothing it, and generally taking care of it.

c.  What a man normally does for his own body is the same thing God expects him to do for his wife.


d.  It is a general truth in the history of mankind that normal people do not hate their own body.  Abnormal people do all kinds of strange things to their bodies, such as the demon possessed men described in:



(1)  Mk 5:2, “When He got out of the boat, immediately a man from the tombs with an unclean spirit met Him, and he had his dwelling among the tombs.  And no one was able to bind him anymore, even with a chain; because he had often been bound with shackles and chains, and the chains had been torn apart by him and the shackles broken in pieces, and no one was strong enough to subdue him.  Constantly, night and day, he was screaming among the tombs and in the mountains, and gashing himself with stones.”


(2)  Mt 17:15, “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is a lunatic and is very ill; for he often falls into the fire and often into the water.”

e.  People in reversionism, degeneracy, and under demon influence hate themselves and likewise hate their own bodies.


f.  However, normal people do not hate their own body.  This is the general truth upon which Paul builds his illustration.
2.  “but nourishes and cares for it,”

a.  Instead of hating one’s own body, the normal person provides food for and cares for their own physical body.

b.  It is a normal activity in life to eat, sleep, keep warm, clean yourself, and generally take care of yourself.

c.  Men do this for themselves naturally.  Therefore, God expects the Christian husband to do this for his wife just as naturally.


d.  A Christian husband is obligated to provide for the needs of his wife just as much as he would take care of himself.


e.  This is the same principle as loving your neighbor as yourself.


f.  Paul’s illustration here is the illustration of impersonal unconditional love.  Loving one’s neighbor as oneself describes unconditional impersonal love.  Loving one’s wife as you love yourself describes unconditional impersonal love.  Loving one’s wife as Christ loves the Church describes unconditional impersonal love.


g.  Providing food, shelter, and clothing for the believer in logistical grace support is the unconditional impersonal love of Jesus Christ for the Church after salvation.


h.  The Christian husband imitates our Lord by providing the same logistical grace support in unconditional impersonal love for his wife. 

3.  “just as Christ also the Church,”

a.  Paul now gives the comparison of the husband’s action of providing for and caring for his wife with our Lord’s action of providing for and caring for the Church.

b.  The Christian husband patterns his actions after the example of how the Lord treats His Bride.  The Church is the bride of Christ.

c.  Christ nourishes, cherishes, and cares for the Church here on earth through salvation grace, logistical grace, greater grace, and dying grace.


d.  The Christian husband is commanded to nourish and care for his wife as Christ does for the Church.


e.  The Christian husband who fails to do so is out of fellowship with the will of God on a daily basis and can expect daily divine discipline for his failure to obey the will of God by providing for the needs of his wife and children.  The exception here would be the man who is hurt, disabled and no longer able to work.
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