Eph 5:11



- is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, translated “Also, Furthermore, or Moreover.”  It introduces another thought into the discussion.  The previous thought from verse 7 was “stop becoming companions with them.”  The additional thought here is “stop participating in the useless deeds of darkness.”  Then we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” with the second person plural present active imperative from the verb SUGKOINWNEW, which means “to be associated with someone in some activity: be connected with someone in something; in the sense of actually taking part [“participating in”] Eph 5:11; Rev 18:4; in the sense of taking a sympathetic interest [“sharing in”] Phil 4:14.”
  The meaning of the cognate noun is participant or partner; hence, the verb should be translated “to participate with or to participate in.”

The present tense is a descriptive present and durative present for what should happen right now and continue throughout one’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that all of us are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of prohibition with the negative to stop an action already in progress.

This is followed by the locative of sphere from the neuter plural article and noun ERGON, meaning: “works, deeds, actions” with the article and adjective AKARPOS, meaning “(1) unfruitful, fruitless, Jude 12; (2) useless, unproductive Mt 13:22; Mk 4:19’ useless deeds of darkness Eph 5:11; Tit 3:14; 2 Pet 1:8; unproductive, 1 Cor 14:14.”
  Then we have either the descriptive genitive (“characterized by”), the possessive genitive (“belonging to”), the ablative of source (“from the source of”), or the genitive of association (“associated with”) from the neuter singular article and noun SKOTOS, meaning “darkness” and referring to the cosmic system of Satan.  All these ideas are theologically correct and so difficult to decide between that it is probably best to just let the generic genitive translation stand: “useless deeds of darkness.”  This refers to the useless deeds or actions of Satan’s system of cosmic/worldly thinking.
“Furthermore, stop participating in the useless deeds of darkness,”
 - is the adverb of manner MALLON, used as a “marker of an alternative to something: ‘rather’ in the sense instead (of something).”
  Then we have the postpositive adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “but.”  This is followed by the ascension use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even.”  The ascensive idea is a focusing addition that further develops the previous thought.  It elaborates on the same thought, bringing it to a climax.  Finally, we have the second person plural present active imperative from the verb ELEGCHW, which means “to scrutinize or examine carefully: bring to light, expose, set forth Jn 3:20; Eph 5:11, 13 (with implication of censure); declare this Tit 2:15; demonstrate, prove.”


The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur or habitually occur.


The active voice indicates that the subject—all Church Age believers are to produce the action, especially the pastor-teacher in his teaching of doctrine.


The imperative mood is a command.

The direct object “[them]” is implied and necessary to complete the English grammar.  It refers to the useless deeds of the cosmic system.
“but instead even expose [them].”
Eph 5:11 corrected translation
“Furthermore, stop participating in the useless deeds of darkness, but instead even expose [them].”
Explanation:
1.  “Furthermore, stop participating in the useless deeds of darkness,”

a.  Paul now adds a further command to the one previously issued in verse seven.  In verse seven we were ordered to “stop becoming companions with unbelievers.”  Now Paul adds a further command to “stop participating in the useless deeds of the cosmic system.”  Darkness is again used as a metaphor for the cosmic system of Satan, just as Paul used it verse 8.

b.  The command is given to stop an action already in progress.  In the case of the mature believers to whom Paul writes, they were occasionally participating in the human good and evil of the cosmic system.  Paul’s injunction is to focus these mature believers on having nothing at all to do with the sins, human good, or evil of the cosmic system in any way.

c.  The mature believer has learned, understood, and generally avoids the obvious mental attitude, verbal, and overt sins related to the cosmic system.


d.  However, the more difficult thing to avoid with respect to the cosmic system is the human good and compromises with evil that take place.


e.  For example, getting caught up in the idea that we are all just one big world and one big family and need to care for each other through organizations such as the United Nations is a satanic lie.  God divided the human race into separate languages and nations for a reason—to stop the evil one-world system of Satan.


f.  Another recurring focus of Satan is the emphasis on one’s culture and heritage.  Once we believe in Christ we have no human culture or heritage.  We are new creatures in Christ, and the former heritage of our life as an unbeliever is “excrement” (as Paul described his former heritage as a Jew) Phil 3:8, “But rather I even consider all things [of human celebrityship] to be disadvantage for the advantage of the surpassing greatness of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, my Lord, because of whom I have forfeited all things [as a Jewish celebrity], (which I keep on regarding as excrement), in order that I may gain Christ.”

g.  Another new satanic plot is the concept of embracing diversity of races, cultures, religions, etc.  This is part of Satan’s scheme to get people to accept, appreciate, and ‘love’ one another, so that it makes it easier for the believer to compromise his doctrinal principles with the standards of Satan and the cosmic system.


h.  All human good and all evil are useless deeds coming from, produced by, and belonging to the cosmic system of Satan.  Darkness is defined as the kingdom of Satan in Acts 26:18 (our Lord speaking to Paul on the Damascus road), “‘to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.’”

i.  The participation here is with unbelievers.  The personal object “them” is not stated in the Greek, but certainly implied.  Paul is saying to believers “stop participating with them (unbelievers—the direct personal object) in the useless deeds (the indirect impersonal object) of the cosmic system.”  Unbelievers are already performing useless deeds.  Paul’s command is for us to stop joining with them in producing these useless deeds.

j.  Useless deeds of darkness are anything that advances and aids the cause of Satan in preventing the proclamation of the gospel, the teaching of the word of God, or the establishment of Christianity where it needs to go.



(1)  For example, the charismatic tongues movement is a useless deed of darkness.



(2)  Faith-healing and the activity of so-called ‘miracle-workers’ are useless deeds of darkness.



(3)  Communism, socialism, and other forms of government that openly oppose Christianity are useless deeds of darkness.



(4)  All religion is a useless deed of darkness.  Religion is the primary system that Satan uses in the Tribulation to control the world.



(5)  Attacks on personal freedom, human volition, marriage, and the family are useless deeds of darkness.



(6)  The acceptance of homosexually and lesbianism, such as ‘gay pride’ and the legalization of ‘gay marriages’ are useless deeds of darkness.


k.  This same command is echoed by Paul in Rom 13:12, “The night is far gone, and the day is approaching.  Therefore, let us lay aside the works of darkness and let us put on the armor of light.”

l.  This same idea was also taught by Paul in 2 Cor 6:14, “Stop becoming mismatched with unbelievers.  For what sort of sharing [occurs] between righteousness and lawlessness or what sort of fellowship [does] light [have] with darkness?”

m.  The basis for Paul giving this command is found in Col 1:13, “[The Father] who has delivered us from the authority [power, domain] of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love.”
2.  “but instead even expose [them].”

a.  Instead of participating with the unbeliever in the useless deeds of darkness, God expects and commands us to expose the useless deeds of darkness.  The question becomes ‘who does the exposing?’ and ‘To whom are these things exposed?’

b.  Who does the exposing?


(1)  There are only two possible people that can do the exposing of the useless deeds of darkness.




(a)  Pastor-teachers must do so from the pulpit by their teaching of the word of God.




(b)  Believers with doctrine in their souls, who understand what these useless deeds of darkness are and can explain them to others.



(2)  Because the verb is in the second person plural, the emphasis is on all believers producing the action.  The context speaks and commands all believers and is not focused strictly on the duties and responsibilities of the pastor.  This concept is declared in the pastoral epistles as the duty of the pastor, but the context here is directed to believers in general and not just the pastor.


(3)  Therefore, believers are commanded to expose the uselessness of the human good and evil of the cosmic system to others.



(4)  Not every believer can do this.  Certainly new believers cannot do this, because they have not learned enough doctrine to be able to do this.  Reversionists cannot do this because they are participating in the useless deeds of darkness and are not going to condemn themselves.  The only believers who can expose the useless deeds of the cosmic system are those believers who have learned doctrine, continue to be positive to the teaching of the word of God, think about the doctrine they have learned, and apply it to their everyday situations.  Therefore, only advancing and mature believers can execute this command.


c.  To Whom are the useless deeds of darkness exposed?


(1)  There are two possible groups to whom these useless deeds of darkness are to be exposed.




(a)  To others believers.




(b)  To unbelievers.



(2)  Explaining to unbelievers that what they are doing is useless and worthless as a part of Satan’s plans and schemes falls on deaf ears.  The unbeliever doesn’t care, and thinks we are crazy (the biblical word used is ‘foolishness’; the unbeliever thinks it is foolishness).



(3)  However, the mature believer has the responsibility of bringing to light the deeds of darkness, so that the unbeliever can never say, “Well, nobody ever told me, how was I supposed to know?”  It takes ignorance away as an excuse for the unbeliever.



(4)  The believer is responsible for making the gospel clear to the unbeliever and pointing out the uselessness and evil of satanic concepts and ideas.  Even though the believer will be ridiculed and rejected, just as our Lord was ridiculed and rejected when He did the same thing, it is still our responsibility to provide the truth to a lost and dying world.



(5)  The mature believer is also to expose and point out these satanic concepts to the new and young believer, who does not know any better, so that they will be protected from false doctrine and satanic schemes.  This is the idea of the father teaching his son, as Paul did with Timothy, or the older brother teaching his younger brother for his own protection.  God expects us to protect each other from false ideas and concepts of the cosmic system.


(6)  Satan’s false ideas and concepts sound so right and so good that it is often difficult for some believers to see the insidiousness of the evil.  This certainly happened to the German people with the rise of Hitler, and to the Russian people with the rise of Communism.  The Chinese people are still under the communistic delusion of Satan.  Many people have been under the satanic delusion of Islam for centuries.


(7)  Believers with doctrinal understanding are responsible for exposing the evil of satanic ideas and human good, which cause ignorant believers from compromising the standards of the word of God.  This does not mean we are to get up on a soap box and make fools out of ourselves on street corners, but it does mean that we are responsible to thoughtfully and considerately point out to others when some system of thought, some new idea, some program or policy violates the standards of the word of God.
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