Eph 5:1



- is the postpositive inferential conjunction OUN, translated “Therefore,” introducing a logical inference from Paul’s preceding statements.  With this we have the second person plural present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”

The present tense is a customary and durative present for an action that is reasonably expected to occur throughout our spiritual life.  Because of the imperative mood, this can also be considered a gnomic present for a state or condition that is expected to perpetually exist in one’s spiritual life and is a maxim for all believers.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning.  We are responsible for producing the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun MIMĒTĒS, which means “an imitator, with the genitive of the person imitated: 1 Cor 4:16; 11:1; Heb 6:12; 1 Thes 1:6; Eph 5:1.”
  With this we have the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “of God” and refers to God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, who is our example.
“Therefore, become imitators of God,”
 - is the relative adverb HWS from the relative pronoun HOS, used as a “marker introducing the perspective from which a person, thing, or activity is viewed or understood as to character, function, or role.  It is translate by the word as with focus on quality, circumstance, or role as in ‘why am I still being condemned as a sinner?’ Rom 3:7; ‘as a wise master-builder’ 1 Cor 3:10; ‘as newborn children’ 1 Pet 2:2; 4:15-15; 1 Cor 7:25; 2 Cor 6:4; Eph 5:1; Col 3:12; 1 Thes 2:4, 7; and many other verses.”
  Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter plural noun TEKNON, which means “children.”  With this we have the nominative neuter plural adjective AGAPĒTOS, which means “dear, beloved, prized, or valued” and is used as a term of endearment for believers many times: Rom 12:19; 2 Cor 7:1; 12:19; Heb 6:9; 1 Pet 2:11; 4:12; 2 Pet 3:1, 8, 14, 17; 1 Jn 2:7; 3:2, 21; 4:1, 7, 11; Jude 3, 17, 20.”
 

“as beloved children;”
Eph 5:1 corrected translation
“Therefore, become imitators of God, as beloved children;”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, become imitators of God,”

a.  Paul continues with a conclusion based upon his previous statements to walk in unity, 4:1-16, to walk in holiness, 4:17-32, and now commands believers to walk in love, 5:1-6.  The inferential conjunction OUN refers back to the first three chapters of this letter and makes another practical application based upon the doctrine in those chapters.

b.  Note that Paul does not say that we must “be imitators of God” but that we must “become imitators of God.”  There is a vast difference.  A person can be an imitator of God for a moment, a day, or a short period of time.  But to become an imitator of God means a change of values and behaviors that fulfill the previous commands to become kind, compassionate, gracious and forgiving toward one another.

c.  We become imitators of God by learning who God is and what He is like.


d.  Then we must take what we have learned and form new values in our own soul and thinking.


e.  Then we have to make decisions and take action based upon those new values.


f.  For example, prior to salvation we were not forgiving or gracious to others, for the fruit of the Spirit is graciousness to others.  (Unbelievers do not have the ability to be gracious.  Their graciousness is only designed as a façade for getting something else they really want, such as the approbation of others, the respect of others, the love of others, the attention of others, etc.  Unbelievers are never gracious, because they always want or expect something in return for their ‘graciousness’.  True grace expects nothing in return.)  After salvation we learn about God’s grace toward us and the graciousness expected of us.  We have doctrinal information we must accept and act upon as a new standard in our soul.  Therefore, we can be kind, compassionate, and forgiving as a function of grace based upon the new values in our soul.

g.  We have now become an imitator of God by displaying the same kindness, compassion, and forgiveness as a function of grace, as God has previously done for us.


h.  But we don’t do this once or twice.  It becomes a standard of thinking and action in our spiritual life based upon the doctrine we have metabolized.


i.  Related passages:


(1)  1 Thes 1:6, “Actually you have become imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the Word in much affliction with the happiness of the Holy Spirit.”  Positive believers become imitators of the Lord by imitating the positive volition and dynamic application of doctrine of other mature believers who lead them in the local church.


(2)  1 Cor 4:16, “Therefore I keep on encouraging all of you, become imitators of me.”  Paul could demand this only because he knew that he was an imitator of God first.


(3)  1 Cor 11:1, “Become imitators of me just as I also [am an imitator] of Christ.”  Paul declares that he was an imitator of Christ; he learned doctrine and then lived His spiritual life based upon that doctrine.  Therefore, Paul had the God-given right to demand that others imitate his positive volition to the word of God and application of the doctrine he believed.


(4)  Heb 6:12, “so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.”  We are to be imitators of other spiritually mature believers.


(5)  Mt 5:48, “Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”  God expects us to imitate Him to the point of perfection.  There can be no lesser standard than the standard of perfection in God Himself.


(6)  Lk 6:36, “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”  Being merciful is the application of grace and forgiveness in action.  God is merciful to all His creatures and always has been.  He has done all that He can to love His creatures and provide for them.  The problem is that God’s creatures reject His love and want nothing to do with Him.  He cannot stop them from having this attitude, nor can He prevent the ultimate consequences of their decision, which is to have no relationship with God for the rest of eternity.  God has already been merciful to us by providing eternal salvation.  Now He expects us, as His representatives, to have that same mercy toward all others, in order that they too might perhaps be saved.

j.  We are to become imitators of God in the following areas:



(1)  We are to be holy as God is holy.  This means that God expects us to do the right thing at all times under all circumstances.



(2)  We are to be gracious as God is gracious.



(3)  We are to be forgiving.



(4)  We are to be kind, thoughtful, compassionate, gentle, and considerate.



(5)  We are to be happy as God is happy.



(6)  We are to not worry, since God never worries about anything.



(7)  We are to be wise from the knowledge and application of the thinking of God.



(8)  We are to have unconditional love toward all.



(9)  We are to be truthful as God is truthful.


(10)  We are to have the same virtue, honor, and integrity as our Lord.



(11)  We are to be positive to the word of God and live our spiritual life based upon God’s Word, as our Lord did.



(12)  We are to advance in the spiritual life and be filled up with all the fullness of God.
2.  “as beloved children;”

a.  God expects us to become imitators of Him because we are His beloved children.

b.  We are no longer slaves to the lust pattern of our sin nature, but the children of God and slaves of our Lord Jesus Christ.

c.  Rom 8:16-17, “The Spirit Himself testifies together with our human spirit that we are children of God.  Now if children, also heirs; on the one hand heirs of God [the Father], and on the other hand fellow-heirs with Christ, if indeed we become fellow-sufferers, that we might also be glorified with Christ.”

d.  1 Jn 3:2-3, “Beloved, we are now children of God, and what we will be has not yet been revealed.  We know that when He will be revealed, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.  And every one [believer] who has this confidence [of a resurrection body] in Him purifies himself, just as He [humanity of Christ] is pure.”

e.  1 Jn 3:10-11, “By this, the children of God and the children of the devil [believers in the cosmic system] are evident: everyone who does not produce righteousness is not from God; that is, anyone who does not love his fellow-believer.  Because this is the directive which you have heard from the beginning; namely, that we must keep on loving each other;”

f.  1 Jn 5:1-2, “Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born from God.  Furthermore, everyone who loves the Father unconditionally loves everyone who has been born from Him.  By this we have come to know that we keep unconditionally loving the children of God: whenever we unconditionally love God and we carry out His orders.”

g.  God has loved us from eternity past, and because He has loved us totally and perfectly,  He rightfully expects reciprocal love from us: “We love because He first loved us,” 1 Jn 4:19.

h.  We are loved by God unconditionally.  Therefore, He rightfully expects that we imitate the One whom we love with the same unconditional love both toward Him and toward others.


i. The greatest way we can imitate God is in our unconditional love for others.
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