Eph 4:32



- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But.”  With this we have the second person plural present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”

The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur in a believer’s spiritual life.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, all Church Age believers producing the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of direction from the second person masculine plural reciprocal pronoun ALLĒLWN, which means “toward one another.”
“But become toward one another”
- is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjectives CHRĒSTOS, meaning “kind, loving, benevolent”
 and EUSPLAGCHNOS, which means “tenderhearted, compassionate 1 Pet 3:8.”

“kind, compassionate,”
- is the nominative of simple apposition from the second person plural present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb CHARIZOMAI, which means “to forgive, pardon Col 2:13; 3:13; 2 Cor 2:7, 10; 12:13; Eph 4:32ab.”


The present tense is a customary present for what God expects to occur throughout our spiritual life.


The deponent middle/passive is active in meaning, all Church Age believers being expected to produce the action.


The participle is a modal participle indicating the manner in which or how God expects us to be kind and compassionate.  We are to do so by forgiving each other.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the second person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “to each other.”
“by forgiving each other,”
- is the comparative use of the conjunction KATHWS, meaning “just as” and introducing a comparative clause.  With this we also have the adjunctive use of KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to God the Father.  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the masculine singular noun CHRISTOS, which means “by means of Christ.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb CHARIZOMAI, which means “to forgive.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers the action of God the Father forgiving us into a whole and emphasizes the results of that forgiveness.

The deponent middle is active in meaning, God the Father having produced the action at the Cross by means of the person and work of Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
Finally, we have the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”
“just as God also by means of Christ has forgiven you.”
Eph 4:32 corrected translation
“But become toward one another kind, compassionate by forgiving each other, just as God also by means of Christ has forgiven you.”
Explanation:
1.  “But become toward one another kind, compassionate,”

a.  In contrast to the mental attitude and verbal sins of bitterness, anger, wrath, shouting, slander, and malice, Paul issues a final divine command related to our spiritual life.

b.  We are to become kind and compassionate toward one another.  This is a divine command from Jesus Christ through the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit and the apostle Paul to all of us.

c.  Notice that we are to become kind and compassionate.  People are not naturally kind and compassionate.

d.  Kindness and compassion are learned mental attitudes and are critical for the execution of the spiritual life of all Christians.


e.  We do not begin the spiritual life as kind and compassionate people.  Some people never learn to be kind or compassionate.


f.  Kindness is the attitude of thoughtfulness and consideration to those less fortunate, those suffering, and those being persecuted by others.


g.  Unbelievers do not have to be kind in order to survive or thrive in the cosmic system.  However, the Church Age believer must be kind to others to be successful in advancing to and beyond spiritual maturity.


h.  Kindness is helpful to others, sensitive to the feelings of others, is gracious to others, and does things for others without being asked.


i.  Compassion is a similar attitude to kindness in that it is gracious and thoughtful to others when they are in difficult circumstances, under unjust suffering, or hurting from the normal problems and griefs in life.

j.  Compassion includes empathy and sympathy for the suffering of someone else, and is willing to give comfort and encouragement to the person in need.

k.  We are mutually to be kind and compassionate to one another.  This includes all people regardless of race, gender, social standing, or any other discriminatory factor.

2.  “by forgiving each other,”

a.  The method, manner, and means by which we are most effective in becoming kind and compassionate toward one another is by forgiving each other.

b.  Forgiveness is a characteristic of God, Ps 86:5, “For You, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive, and abundant in unfailing love to all who call upon You.”  This was demonstrated with regard to the human race by the willingness of Jesus Christ to go to the Cross and bear the sins and punishment for those sins for the entire human race.

c.  Jesus Christ didn’t have to bear the sins of the entire world.  God did not have to provide the means of forgiveness to the human race for their sinfulness.  But He did.  He did so because it is His nature to do so.  God provided the solution to sin on the Cross.  However, no man is forgiven until he or she believes in Christ.

d.  What Jesus Christ did on the Cross did not provide forgiveness.  Forgiveness is not a part of the Cross.  The work of Jesus Christ on the Cross did not include forgiveness.  Pre-salvation sins were forgiven the moment you believed in Christ.  Post salvation sins are forgiven the moment you rebound.  The unbeliever’s sins are never forgiven because he never believes in Christ.  But God has put every member of the human race in a position to be forgiven by believing in Christ.  We know this because our Lord on the Cross ask God the Father to forgive those who were crucifying Him since they did not know what they were doing.  God the Father hears the requests of His Son and always executes them.  However, this forgiveness is not applied to a person unless they believe in Christ.  If they refuse the offer of God’s love, they die in their sins.  Jn 8:24, “‘Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He you will die in your sins.”  

e.  Therefore, since God has the character and desire to forgive all mankind, He expects no less from those who have trusted in Him and are in union with His Son, Jesus Christ.


f.  People will do us wrong and sin against us as they have done against God.  Therefore, God expects us to do for them what He has done for them—forgive them.

g.  Our forgiveness of others is the greatest demonstration of Christian kindness, compassion, and unconditional love.


h.  Instead of seeking revenge, our problem solving device is forgiveness.  Instead of slandering, maligning, and judging, our problem solving device is forgiveness.  Instead of the desire to hurt someone for what they have done to us (malice), our divine command is forgiveness.

i.  Forgiveness of others is one of the greatest witnesses we will ever have of our faith in Christ.


j.  Our forgiveness of others demonstrates to others the compassion and kindness of the unconditional love of God.  We represent our Lord’s love for all by our forgiveness of the wrongs done to us.


k.  By forgiving each other we are using unconditional love as a problem solving device both in our relation to other believers and to unbelievers.

l.  This is not a suggestion to forgive each other, but part of the divine command of this verse.  Whether you consider the participle an imperatival participle or a circumstantial participle, it is still related to the main verb, which is a command.

m.  We are to become forgiving as a new spiritual species.  The old sin nature has no ability or capacity to forgive.  The totally depraved sin nature cannot forgive.  Forgiveness is not an attribute of unbelievers but of God and those who have an intimate relationship with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

n.  If someone asks for your forgiveness, and in honor you forgive them, then integrity and loyalty to doctrine demands that you forget whatever was done against you, and that never again do you recall this in your mind or penalize the individual for it.  However, arrogance has no ability to forgive.


o.  We are to forgive as Christ forgives, because we are in union with Him and represent Him as His ambassadors.

p.  Forgiveness is a key characteristic of the millennial reign of Christ.  The standard for forgiveness in our Lord’s kingdom is stated in Mt 6:14-15, “For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.”
3.  “just as God also by means of Christ has forgiven you.”

a.  The parallel passage is given in Col 3:12-13, “Therefore, as the elected ones of God, sanctified and beloved ones, put on the affections of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, putting up with one another and forgiving each other, if anyone has a complaint, just as also the Lord has forgiven you, so also you [forgive them].”

b.  This same principle is the standard by which God operates, and was taught by our Lord in Lk 6:35, “But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.”

c.  God the Father forgave us our pre-salvation sins the moment we believed in Christ.  This is what ‘God has forgiven you’ means.


d.  Our post salvation sins are forgiven each time we use the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9, acknowledging our personal sins to God the Father in prayer.


e.  God has forgiven us.  It is a completed action with results that go on forever.  God does not hold our pre-salvation sins against us, because we have trusted in the work of His Son on the Cross being judged as a substitute for us.


f.  God is currently forgiving our post salvation sins each time we name them to Him.

g.  God the Father is free to forgive us without compromise of His righteousness because of the work of Christ.  God the Father has forgiven us by means of the work of our Lord as a substitute for us.


h.  Because God the Father has forgiven us, He expects us to do no less with regard to others.

i.  God has the authority to issue the command for us to become kind and compassionate by being forgiving, because He is God.  However, He also has justified this demand by doing everything to provide forgiveness for us.


j.  We owe others forgiveness, not because they deserve it, but because we don’t deserve it either. 
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