Eph 4:31



- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all” plus the nouns:
PIKRIA, meaning “bitterness, animosity.”
(this is the only masculine noun in the list) THUMOS, meaning “anger, wrath, rage, indignation”
ORGĒ, meaning “anger, wrath.”
KRAUGĒ, meaning “the shouting of a loud verbal quarrel.”

BLASPHĒMIA, meaning “speech that denigrates or defames: reviling, denigration, disrespect, slander.”
 

These are connected by the conjunction KAI, used as we use a comma in English to separate a series of ideas.
“All bitterness, anger, wrath, shouting [verbal quarreling] and slander”
- is the third person singular aorist passive imperative from the verb AIRW, which means “to remove, take away, or blot out as in Jn 1:29; 1 Jn 3:5; 1 Cor 6:15.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety, looking at what is expected as a whole in our spiritual life.


The passive voice indicates that all these emotional and mental attitude sins must receive the action of being removed from our spiritual life.


The imperative mood is a command.

This is followed by the preposition APO plus the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “from you” and referring to all of us as royal family of God.
“must be removed from you”
- is the preposition SUN plus the instrumental of association (used as a “marker of linkage, with focus on addition of a person or thing, meaning: with, at the same time as; sometimes SUN is nearly equivalent to KAI, meaning (together) with Eph 3:18; Phil 1:1; Gal 5:2; Eph 4:31; Jam 1:11.”
) from the feminine singular adjective PAS (meaning “all”) and the noun KAKIA, meaning “(1) the quality or state of wickedness, baseness, depravity, wickedness, vice. KAKIA is the opposite of ARETĒ = virtue Jam 1:21; 1 Cor 5:8; 1 Cor 14:20; 1 Pet 2:16; (2) a mean-spirited or vicious attitude or disposition: malice, ill-will, malignity Rom 1:29; Eph 4:31; Col 3:8; Tit 3:3; 1 Pet 2:1.”

“along with all malice.”
Eph 4:31 corrected translation
“All bitterness, anger, wrath, shouting [verbal quarreling] and slander must be removed from you along with all malice.”
Explanation:
1.  “All bitterness, anger, wrath, shouting [verbal quarreling] and slander”

a.  Paul continues with more practical applications of doctrine for the execution of the spiritual life.

b.  We have a parallel passage in Col 3:8, “But now you yourselves also must put to death these things: anger, rage, malice, slander, abusive speech from your mouth.”

c.  Bitterness is a mental attitude sin that results from something that happens in our life that we consider unfair and with which we have to live.  It is often undeserved suffering to which we do not apply doctrine.



(1)  Bitterness is something that is difficult to bear, something that causes animosity and reaction.



(2)  Bitterness is inconsistent and irrational.  It is a major cause of marital problems as well as any kind of human relationship.  You cannot have a rational relationship with bitter people.  And people cannot have a rational relationship with you when you are bitter.



(3)  Bitterness is selfish and inconsiderate of others.



(4)  Bitterness is arrogant self-righteousness, egotistical irrationality, resulting in maligning, judging, and vilification of others.



(5)  Self-justification uses bitterness as a problem solving device instead of rebound.  Therefore, it is the great enemy of the spiritual life.



(6)  Jam 3:14, “But if you have bitter-jealousy and strife in your stream of consciousness (heart) (and you do), stop becoming arrogant and stop lying against the truth.”


(7)  Bitterness produces anger and wrath.


d.  Anger is a mental attitude sin and the problem solving device of self-deception.  We deceive ourselves into thinking that anger will change things or solve the problem, when it will not.



(1)  As a mental attitude sin, anger expresses antagonism, hatred, exasperation, resentment, irrationality.  It can be mental or emotional or both.  The Greek word ORGĒ refers to mental anger, THUMOS to emotional anger.  In Eph 4:31 both types are related to bitterness.



(2)  Anger is a sin which motivates gossip, judging, maligning others.  Most sins result in chain sinning.



(3)  Anger is a mental attitude reaction.  If it is unjustifiable it becomes a reaction of antagonism, which makes it a sin, the reaction of irritation, exasperation, and irrationality.



(4)  The Bible distinguishes between mental and emotional anger.  If your right lobe is dominating you can react in mental anger.  If your reaction is from emotional revolt, then it is emotional anger.  Both are unjustifiable reactions.



(5)  Anger destroys virtue in the subject.  Therefore anger destroys the function of unconditional love, Eph 5:26.  Anger destroys marriage.



(6)  Anger which does not destroy the virtue of the subject is classified as righteous displeasure or righteous indignation, Ps 4:4.



(7)  Anger as a sin is a violation of the royal family honor code.



(8)  Unconditional love maintains the virtue of the subject, but sinful anger destroys the function of unconditional love.



(9)  When sinful anger is perpetuated, it becomes the motivation for many sins.  Therefore “never let the sun set on your anger.”


(10)  Too often righteous indignation is an excuse for the function of anger in legalism.



(11)  All unbelievers in their status of spiritual death are said to be in the status quo of ‘wrath’.  In Rom 9:22 unbelievers all called ‘vessels of wrath’.  In Eph 2:3 unbelievers are said to be ‘by nature the children of wrath’.  The future of the unbeliever is said to be ‘under the wrath of God’ in Jn 3:36.



(12)  Like arrogance, anger is a sin that motivates other sins.  It is a way of fragmenting your own life.  Arrogance motivates jealousy, bitterness, vindictiveness, hatred, implacability, revenge, and self-pity.  Anger is the other side of the coin with jealousy.  Criminal activity is the function of the arrogant and angry person.  Anger always adds wrong to wrong, sin to sin.

    

(13)  Most people who spend their time in anger have a temporary loss of self-esteem or it is a manifestation that no self-esteem existed in the first place.


e.  The result of bitterness, anger, and wrath is often the verbal sin of shouting or verbal argumentation.



(1)  Shouting is almost always a sign of anger and wrath.  Shouting is the verbal expression of anger and wrath.



(2)  The louder a person shouts the more wrong they usually are.



(3)  Shouting does not produce the righteousness of God.  Therefore, shouting is often a sign of carnality or being out of fellowship with God.



(4)  Eccl 9:17, “The words of the wise heard in quietness are better than the shouting of a ruler among fools.”  You cannot change a fool by shouting at them.


(5)  Angry shouting was used to influence Pilate to crucify our Lord, Mt 27:23, “And he said, ‘Why, what evil has He done?’  But they kept shouting all the more, saying, ‘Crucify Him!’”

f.  Another result of bitterness, anger, and wrath is the verbal sin of slander.



(1)  Slander is the maligning, vilification, and judging of another person by the things you say about them.



(2)  Slander is to accuse another of wrongdoing, which they have not done.  The Modern English slang term for slander is to “trash-talk” someone.



(3)  Slander is the utterance or spreading of a false statement or statements, which are harmful to another person’s character or reputation.



(4)  The most slandered person in the history of the world was the Lord Jesus Christ.



(5)  Satan has slandered God from the time of his fall.  Satan is the author of slander.



(6)  Ps 15:1-3, “O Lord, who may abide in Your tent?  Who may dwell on Your holy hill?  He who walks with integrity, and works righteousness, and speaks truth in his heart.  He does not slander with his tongue, nor does evil to his neighbor, nor takes up a reproach against his friend.”


(7)  Prov 10:18, “He who conceals hatred has lying lips, and he who spreads slander is a fool.”


(8)  Isa 32:7, “As for a rogue, his weapons are evil; He devises wicked schemes to destroy the afflicted with slander, even though the needy one speaks what is right.”


(9)  Mk 7:20-22, “And He was saying, ‘That which proceeds out of the man, that is what defiles the man.  For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness.”


(10)  1 Pet 2:1, “Therefore rid yourselves of all depravity and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slanders.”


(11)  1 Pet 2:12 “Preserve your noble [excellent] way of life [behavior/conduct] among the pagans [heathen unbelievers], in order that, whereas they slander all of you as evil-doers [criminals], though observing your honorable production, they may glorify God in the day of visitation.”
2.  “must be removed from you”

a.  This is the command related to bitterness, anger, wrath, verbal argumentation, and slander.

b.  All mental and verbal sins must be removed from us.

c.  Notice that we are responsible for producing these things; therefore, only we can remove these things from our spiritual life.


d.  There are two ways to remove these things from the spiritual life.



(1)  If you are guilty of them, use the recovery procedure and problem solving device of 1 Jn 1:9 by naming them as sins to God the Father privately in prayer.



(2)  If you are in fellowship with God and are tempted to resort to these sins use the problem solving device of the filling of the Spirit and personal love for God to resist and reject them.



(3)  God cannot remove these things from us.  We must do so under the power of the filling of the Spirit.  But because our human volition is involved in these sins, God cannot and does not automatically do this for us.


e.  The important point here is that we cannot live and advance spiritually as long as these things continue to rule in our life.  We must remove bitterness, anger, wrath, verbal arguments, and slander from the modus operandi of our spiritual life.

f.  These things destroy the happiness which God shares with the mature believer.  These things prevent advance to plēroma status (being filled with all the fullness of God).

g.  There is nothing beneficial in the spiritual life from these kinds of sins.  Therefore, they must be removed from us for our spiritual advance.

3.  “along with all malice.”

a.  Paul adds one more vice that destroys the execution of the spiritual life—malice.

b.  Malice is the desire to hurt someone for something they have done.

c.  Malice is motivated by revenge.


d.  Malice can take form in the things we say and do to get back at someone else for what they have done.


e.  Other injunctions against malice are given in:



(1)  Rom 12:17-21, “Never pay back evil for evil.  Give careful consideration to honorable conduct in the sight of all men.  If it is possible [and it is], as much as it depends on you, live in harmony with all men.  Stop avenging yourselves, beloved, instead give place to punishment [from God], for it stands written, ‘Punishment belongs to Me, I will repay,’ says the Lord.  However, if your enemy is hungry, feed him, if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for by doing this you will pile up coals of fire on his head.  Stop being conquered by evil, but conquer evil by means of the good.”


(2)  1 Pet 2:1, “Therefore rid yourselves of all malice [depravity] and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slanders.”

f.  Unbelievers are filled with malice, Rom 1:29, “being filled with all wrongdoing, wickedness, greed, depravity, full of envy, murder, strife [enjoy causing trouble], deceit, malice, gossipers.”
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