Eph 4:18



- is the appositional or explanatory nominative masculine plural perfect passive periphrastic participle from the verb SKOTOW, which means “to be or become darkened.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.  The darkening occurred at the point of physical birth with the imputation of Adam’s original sin to the genetically formed sin nature, producing real spiritual death.


The passive voice indicates that all of us received the action of being darkened with spiritual death at the point of birth.


The participle is circumstantial, indicating another factor that contributes to the emptiness and futility of the life of the unbeliever.
Then we have the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article, used as a personal pronoun (translated “their”) and noun DIANOIA, which means “thinking, comprehending, reasoning, understanding, or intelligence.”
  This is followed by the other part of the periphrastic construction in the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb EIMI, which means “to be” and in this case “has been” with the passive voice in the other participle.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and a durative present for what has continued since birth.


The active voice indicates that the unbeliever produces the action of being something.

The participle is circumstantial.
“having been darkened in their thinking,”
- is the appositional or explanatory nominative masculine plural perfect passive periphrastic participle from the verb APALLOTRIOW, which means “to estrange, alienate, or exclude Eph 2:12, ‘from the corporate life of Israel; Col 1:21.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.  The alienation occurred at the point of physical birth with the imputation of Adam’s original sin to the genetically formed sin nature, producing real spiritual death.


The passive voice indicates that all of us received the action of being alienated from God at the point of birth.


The participle is circumstantial, indicating another factor that contributes to the emptiness and futility of the life of the unbeliever.
Then we have the ablative of separation from the feminine singular article and noun ZWĒ, which means “from the life.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God” in the sense of “God’s life.”
“having been alienated from the life of God”
- is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the feminine singular article and noun AGNOIA, which means “ignorance, unawareness, or lack of discernment.”
  The phrase is translated “because of the ignorance.”  Then we have the appositional accusative from the feminine singular articular present active participle from the verb EIMI, meaning “which is.”

The article is used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “which.”

The present tense is a retroactive progressive present for what began at the point of birth and continues in the present, and will continue until the day the person believes in Christ or dies.


The active voice indicates that the unbeliever produces the action of having in themselves the ignorance of the life of God.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the third person neuter plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “in them” and referring to both males and females.
“because of the ignorance which is in them”
- is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the feminine singular article and noun PWRWSIS, which means literally “hardening, dulling; state or condition of complete lack of understanding, dullness, insensibility, obstinacy Mk 3:5; from the verb, which means to harden, petrify; to cause someone to have difficulty in understanding or comprehending, harden, mostly of hearts make dull/obtuse/blind, close the mind.”
  Finally, we have the attributed genitive (in which the head noun, rather than the genitive, is functioning (in sense) as an attributive adjective) from the feminine singular article and noun KARDIA, with the possessive genitive third person neuter plural from the intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “of their heart” and referring to the right half of the soul.
“because of the obstinacy of their heart,”
Eph 4:18 corrected translation
“having been darkened in their thinking, having been alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance which is in them because of the obstinacy of their heart,”
Explanation:
1.  “having been darkened in their thinking,”

a.  The sentence thus far reads: “Therefore I direct this and I insist because of the Lord that you no longer walk as the Gentiles walk in the futility [emptiness, purposelessness] of their thinking, having been darkened in their thinking, having been alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance which is in them, because of the obstinacy of their heart,”

b.  Paul continues his thought with the reason why the unbeliever lives a life of futility and emptiness.

c.  The unbeliever’s life is a life of purposelessness because they have been darkened in their thinking.


d.  This darkness does not come from God, but from the creation of the sin nature by the original sin of Adam, which is imputed to each member of the human race by God.  This darkness comes from the genetically formed sin nature, which in combination with the imputation of Adam’s original sin produces a state of total depravity.  This darkness also comes from the inculcation of the doctrines of demons in Satan’s cosmic system.  This darkness further comes from the apathy and antagonism of the unbeliever toward God from his own thinking.


e.  This darkness is a blackout of the soul of the unbeliever.


f.  This blackout of the soul wants nothing to do with God, does not care what God has to say or offer by way of salvation, and has no ability to understand divine revelation apart from the Holy Spirit’s ministry of common grace.


g.  In the blackout of the soul, the stream of consciousness is described four ways:



(1)  “Darkened in their way of thinking,” Eph 4:18.



(2)  “Walking in darkness,” 1 Jn 2:11.



(3)  “The darkness has blinded his eyes,” 1 Jn 2:11.



(4)  “He who walks in darkness does not know where he is going,” Jn 12:35.


h.  The unbeliever blackout of the soul is also mentioned in other Scriptures.


(1)  Jesus called the Pharisees “blind guides,” and those who followed them “blind men.”  Mt 23:16‑19, 15:18; Lk 6:39 speaks of “the blind leading the blind.”


(2)  Paul taught about the unbeliever’s blackout of the soul.




(a)  2 Cor 4:3‑4, “in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving.”



(b)  2 Cor 3:14‑16, “But to this day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart.”



(c)  Rom 11:7‑8, “God has given them a spirit of stupor, ‘Eyes to see not, ears to hear not,’ down to this very day.”

i.  God does not make the unbeliever not believe.  God gives the unbeliever the opportunity to continue to say ‘no’ to the gospel.  The more the unbeliever says ‘no’ the more blackout is created in their thinking.  God does not create the blackout; instead, the unbeliever does it to himself and God permits him to do so, because free will is the issue in the angelic conflict.


j.  Therefore, the empty, futile lifestyle of the unbeliever comes from their continual and repeated rejection of the offer of salvation.  They have no eternal purpose in their life, because they do not have eternal life.

2.  “having been alienated from the life of God”

a.  Paul continues with another clarifying reason why the unbeliever’s life is futile and empty of purpose—they have been alienated from the life of God.

b.  The unbeliever alienates themselves from God.  God never alienates Himself from the unbeliever.

c.  God does not reject the unbeliever.  God demonstrated His love for the unbeliever at the Cross.  The unbeliever rejects the love of God.


d.  Satan and his demon minions do all they can to encourage the unbeliever in his decision to be alienated from the life of God.


e.  The life of God is eternal life, which is offered as a free gift from God to anyone who will believe in Christ.  Satan obviously does not want anyone in his kingdom to have the life of God.  Therefore, he does all he can to encourage the unbeliever to alienate himself from God.


f.  This statement by Paul picks up on the idea he introduced in Eph 2:11-12, “Therefore, remember that once you [were] Gentiles in the flesh who were called ‘foreskin’ by the so-called made by human hands ‘circumcision’, that at that time you were separated from Christ, having been excluded from the rights and privileges of being a citizen of Israel and aliens to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.”

g.  We also have a parallel statement in Col 1:21, “Furthermore, you were formerly alienated and hostile in your attitude because of your degenerate deeds.”

h.  God does not alienate the unbeliever from eternal life.  God is not willing that any should perish, but that all should have eternal life.


i.  The unbeliever alienates himself or herself from the life of God by their continual rejection of the gospel, producing blackout of the soul.

3.  “because of the ignorance which is in them”

a.  Then Paul gives us the reason for the blackout of the soul and alienation from the eternal life, which God offers to all unbelievers.

b.  This ignorance is not ignorance of God or the love of God or the offer of salvation.  Rom 1:18-23 clearly states that the unbeliever is not ignorant of God.

c.  This ignorance is the “flagrant refusal of the knowledge of God and His will.”


d.  It is not an innocent ignorance, but the ignorance produced by defiant rejection of any further knowledge of God other than the fact He exists.

e.  The unbeliever knows God exists, but doesn’t care or tries to deny it.  He or she does not want to know God, does not want to have to deal with the reality of God, and does not want to be bothered by what God wants, or have to do what God wants or says.


f.  The unbeliever is the ultimate in the denial of reality regarding eternal life and the need of salvation.


g.  The unbeliever is ignorant because they don’t want to know, not because they are inherently ignorant.  Their ignorance is a self-induced or self-imposed ignorance.


h.  The unbeliever produces their own self-induced ignorance by their continual refusal to hear and believe the offer of eternal salvation.


i.  The unbeliever’s ignorance is a product of their own obstinate thinking, as Paul further explains in the next phrase.
4.  “because of the obstinacy of their heart,”

a.  This prepositional phrase further explains the previous prepositional phrase.  Therefore, there should not be a comma after the previous prepositional phrase.  The two prepositional phrase are not coordinate, but the latter further explains the former.

b.  The unbeliever is ignorant in their thinking because they are obstinate toward God in their thinking.

c.  The unbeliever is obstinate about believing in Christ.  They defiantly do not want to believe in Christ.


d.  It is not a matter of the ignorance of not knowing, but the ignorance self-induced by the obstinate rejection of the clear presentation of the gospel by the Holy Spirit in common grace.


e.  God the Holy Spirit does a perfect job of making the gospel clear to all unbelievers in common grace.  Therefore, the unbeliever is not ignorant because they do not understand.  They are ignorant because they obstinately do not want to understand or accept the offer of God’s love.


f.  Therefore, we have a logical series of events presented here by Paul.



(1)  The unbeliever is obstinate, stubborn, pigheaded, inflexible, adamant, and unmoved by the Holy Spirit’s presentation of God’s love and offer of eternal salvation through faith alone in Christ.



(2)  This obstinacy results in a self-induced ignorance within the unbeliever.



(3)  This self-induced ignorance results in self-induced alienation from God.


(4)  This self-induced alienation from God results in blackout of the soul with regard to anything concerning the spiritual life.



(5)  Therefore, the unbeliever has a life of emptiness, futility, and purposelessness.


g.  This helps us understand Paul’s intense anguish over the plight of the unbeliever as stated in Rom 9:2, “that I have an intense sorrow and constant pain [grief] in my heart.”

h.  This is why we have a ministry of reconciliation and a responsibility to witness at every opportunity.
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