Eph 4:14



- is the conjunction HINA, used to introduce a purpose clause, meaning “in order that.”  With this we have the temporal adverb MĒKETI, meaning “no longer.”   Paul also uses this negative temporal adverb in a purpose clause with HINA in 2 Cor 5:15.  Then we have the first person plural present active subjunctive from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: we might be.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a state or condition that is a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that each member of the royal family of God produces the action of having God’s purpose of no longer being childish.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA in a purpose clause to indicate purpose.  The contingency or potential aspect of the subjunctive mood is brought out in the translation by the word “might.”
This is followed by the predicate nominative masculine plural from the adjective NĒPIOS, used as a substantive, meaning “a very young child, infant, child, used figuratively in Heb 5:13 where the NĒPIOS, who is fed with the milk of elementary teaching, is contrasted with the TELEIOS =‘mature person’, who can take the solid food of the main teachings (see also 1 Cor 3:1f).  With this can be contrasted the state of the more advanced Christian, to which the NĒPIOS may aspire Eph 4:14; immature Christian 1 Cor 3:1.”

“in order that we might no longer be childish [immature],”
- is the nominative first person masculine plural present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb KLUDWNIZOMAI, which means “to be tossed here and there by waves.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what happens to the immature believer.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, the immature believer produces the action.


The participle is modal (see below).
Then we have the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative first person masculine plural present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb PERIPHERW, which means “to carry about, carry here and there: carried here and there by (any and) every wind of doctrine Eph 4:14.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what happens to the immature believer.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, the immature believer produces the action.


The participle is modal.  “These two participles modify the nominative masculine plural noun “children,” indicating the manner in which they are exhibiting their childish lack of perception.”
  This is followed by the instrumental of means from the masculine singular adjective PAS, meaning “every” plus the noun ANEMOS, meaning “wind.”  With this we have the genitive of content from the feminine singular article and noun DIDASKALIA, which means “of teaching.”
“being tossed here and there by waves and carried here and there by every wind of teaching”
- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the feminine singular article and noun KUBEIA, which means “literally ‘dice-playing’ but is used metaphorically (as in our ‘play with loaded dice’) in the sense craftiness, trickery Eph 4:14.”
  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine plural article and noun ANTHRWPOS, which means “of men.”
“by the trickery of men,”
- is the preposition EN plus the appositional instrumental of means (this prepositional phrase in the instrumental of means is a further explanation of the previous prepositional phrase in the instrumental of means) from the feminine singular noun PANOURGIA, which means “by the cunning, craftiness, trickery, literally ‘readiness to do anything’ Lk 20:23; 1 Cor 3:19; 2 Cor 4:2; 11:3; Eph 4:14.”
  Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular article and noun METHODEIA, which means “scheming, craftiness: in deceitful scheming.”
  With this we have the attributive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun PLANĒ, which means “error, delusion, deceit, deception to which one is subject.”

“by the cunning for the purpose of deceitful scheming,”
Eph 4:14 corrected translation
“in order that we might no longer be childish [immature], being tossed here and there by waves and carried here and there by every wind of teaching by the trickery of men, by the cunning for the purpose of deceitful scheming,”
Explanation:
1.  “in order that we might no longer be childish [immature],”

a.  Paul continues his sentence by explaining God’s purpose for growing up spiritually.

b.  In contrast to some commentators who say that the previous verse refers to the Church as a whole rather than to individual believers, it is impossible to interpret the “we” in this verse as referring to the Church collectively because of the reference to being childish or immature.  The Church as a collective body cannot possibly go from a state of immaturity to spiritual maturity, but each individual in the Church Age can do so.  Each individual that is added to the Church starts out the spiritual life spiritually immature.  Therefore, there will always be a large segment of the collective Church that is immature.

c.  This verse states the negative purpose for growing up spiritually, whereas the next verse states the positive purpose.


d.  The negative purpose of our spiritual growth is that we no longer be immature as believers.


e.  Spiritual immaturity is the state in which we all enter at spiritual birth, just as human immaturity is the state we all enter into at physical birth.


f.  Spiritual immaturity can be overcome, but it requires knowledge, understanding, believing, and trusting as systems of thinking, which the child does not fully possess.  The entire function of maturation is to develop these systems of thinking, in order to become an adult.

g.  Some believers never grow up.  They remain dominated by their emotions, just as a child is dominated by their emotions.  Emotional Christians are immature and remain immature all their spiritual life.


h.  Ignorant believers never grow up.  They remain dominated by their ignorance, just as a child who never learns anything is dominated by their ignorance.  As long as they remain ignorant of the will, plan, and purpose of God for their lives, they remain immature as believers.


i.  Immaturity can be overcome, but only by cognition, metabolization, and application of the word of God.


j.  God realizes we begin as immature Christians, but after a certain amount of time He expects us to grow up.


k.  Paul will illustrate the immature Christian in verses 17-18 as one who “walks in the vacuum of their mind, having been darkened in their way of thinking, having been alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance which is in them, because of the scar tissue of their heart.”

l.  Ignorance and antagonism toward the teaching of the word of God keeps the believer from growing up spiritually.

m.  God has given spiritual communication gifts to certain men within the Church that they may teach His Word, in order that we might no longer be immature.  Christ gave spiritual communication gifts to the Church, not only so believers could grow up spiritually, but also in order that they not be deceived by the trickery, cunning, craftiness, and deceitful scheming of false teachers.

n.  The following participles explain what it is like to be immature as a believer.

2.  “being tossed here and there by waves and carried here and there by every wind of teaching”

a.  The immature believer is tossed about by the erratic waves of a storm at sea.  This is analogous to being thrown into a state of confusion in one’s thinking.  Children are easily confused in their thinking and easily influenced by others.

b.  Waves are created by wind.  When the wind swirls, the waves are pushed in many conflicting directions simultaneously.

c.  The winds are called “winds of teaching,” which indicate that the teaching is the wind blowing the waves around erratically.


d.  The immature believer is like a person in a row boat in a heavy storm.  They have no control against the powerful waves of the ocean, which throw them one way and then another way.


e.  The immature believer has no protection against false-teaching.  They hear one thing and off they go that way.  Then they hear something else and off they go another way.  They are tossed here and there by everything they hear, not knowing what is right or wrong.


f.  Satan insures that there are plenty of false teachers, teaching so many different things that no new believer will ever be able to understand the truth.  Satan’s objective is that the new believer will hear so many different conflicting viewpoints that they will finally give up on the teaching of the word of God and stop listening.


g.  God has provided those with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher to keep this from happening.  If you are truly interested in the teaching of the word of God, then God is going to lead you to the place where the word of God is taught accurately, in spite of all the confusion Satan puts in your way.


h.  Being tossed about in the soul occurs through emotional control of the soul, through the teaching of false doctrine, and through the cosmic evangelism of those antagonistic to the word of God.  Satan uses three primary systems to prevent spiritually immature Christians from getting accurate doctrinal teaching:


(1)  Emotional systems of religious distraction, such as Pentecostalism, Holy-Rollers, etc.


(2)  False-teachers of the Bible, who mix truth with error from their own arrogance and self-deception.



(3)  Evangelists of the cosmic system, who are antagonistic to the principles of the word of God and persuade people to not waste their time listening.


i.  The immature believer has nothing in their soul with which to see through these systems of error and keep on course in the spiritual life.


j.  The waves are problems and pressures that suddenly hit us in life from an unexpected direction.  The winds of teaching are false doctrines sent our way in time of problems and pressures to push us off course.


k.  Bible doctrine is the anchor in the soul that keeps our bow headed in the right direction, so that we stay the course and keep on moving in the direction God desires for our spiritual life.


l.  “This teaching [by false teachers] is designed to counteract the pastor-teachers’ teaching mentioned in verse 11.  Pastor-teachers bring stability and unity whereas these teachings came from every direction and brought only confusion, turmoil, and disunity.”

3.  “by the trickery of men,”

a.  Paul continues with a further explanation of what he means by being carried here and there by every wind of teaching.

b.  These false teachers and cosmic evangelists are compared to playing craps against a someone with a loaded pair of dice.

c.  This means that the false teachers will say or do anything to win you to their side, to get you to agree with them, to get you to follow their teaching.  They want converts and will do whatever it takes, and say whatever it takes to convert you to their way of thinking.


d.  They will trick you, deceive you, con you, and lie to you, just as long as you stop learning doctrine from your pastor and listen to them.


e.  There are men in pulpits that play tricks with what the word of God says, and by so doing deceive the hearts (minds) of the unsuspecting.  They are described by Paul in Rom 16:18, “For such [believers] do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own emotion, and by their smooth, false-eloquence and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.”  Paul describes their trickery here as “smooth, false-eloquence and flattering speech.”

f.  These are speakers who tell you what you think you want to hear.  They will say nothing to offend you.  They are always politically correct.


g.  You can never win in a discussion with these men about the truth, because to them the truth is relative, based upon what they believe at any given moment.  There are no divine absolutes in their thinking.

4.  “by the cunning for the purpose of deceitful scheming,”

a.  This phrase is appositional or explanatory to the previous prepositional phrase.  It further describes what kind of men these false-teachers are and how they carry immature believers about with every wind of teaching.

b.  They lead immature believers around by their cunning and craftiness.  They are “the cunning.”  They are “the crafty.”

c.  They are cunning and crafty for a purpose and reason.  The have a scheme, a plan, a program, and an agenda.  They are on Satan’s agenda, and have made it their own agenda.

d.  They are following the plan and scheme of Satan, which is the plan and scheme to “do what you want,” “teach what you believe to be true,” and “live your own life as unto yourself.”

e.  Satan has a plan and that plan is a plan of deceitfulness.  Satan is in the business of self-deception and teaching others how to deceive themselves.


f.  These false teachers and evangelists of evil have bought into Satan’s plan of self-deception, self-absorption, self-gratification and self-justification.  They are living the lie that a creature can live apart from the plan, will, and purpose of God by living their life based upon their own will, plan, and purpose.


g.  Their purpose of deceitful scheming is to get others to follow them in their will, plan, and purpose to live a life apart from the will, plan, and purpose of God.


h.  They have a cunning scheme.  It says simply, “Do what you want.  Live your own life in whatever manner you want to live.  You don’t need God to do what is right.  As long as you do what you believe to be right, then you are right with God.”  It is all a big lie and a deceitful scheme to keep the immature Christian from learning and doing what God really wants, and therefore, growing up spiritually.

i.  Dr. Hoehner explains this on page 564 of his commentary: “childish understanding is easily confused by all sorts of doctrines which are devised by the trickery of people.  These people use deceitfulness for their own ends [plans] which are characterized by error.  …By trickery and deceit, especially in the use of Scripture, they confuse the immature believer who lacks a proper understanding of God and his Word.”
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