Eph 4:10



- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular aorist active participle of the verb KATABAINW, which means “to come down; descend.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “the one who” or “He who.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which describes the past, completed action as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, duration, or result.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produced the action of descending into the lower regions of the earth.


The participle is circumstantial and translated “He who descended.”
Then we have the nominative masculine third person singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun in the predicate position with the articular participle and as the predicate of the verb EIMI.  The predicate use of AUTOS always means “himself” and is never translated “the same.”  We can translate this “The One who descended is Himself also the one who ascended” or “The One descending, He Himself is also the One ascending.”  This is followed by the third person present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the state or condition as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that our Lord himself produces the action of being the person who descends and ascends.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular aorist active participle of the verb ANABAINW, which mean “to go up; to ascend.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “the one who” or “He who.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which describes the past, completed action as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, duration, or result.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produced the action of ascending beyond the heavens.


The participle is circumstantial and translated “He who ascended.”
“He who descended is Himself also the One who ascended”
- is the improper preposition HUPERANW, which is the combination of the prepositions HUPER = above, beyond, over, and ANW = up, over, above.  Together they mean “(high) above Eph 4:10; Heb 9:5; Eph 1:21, “far beyond every ruler and authority.”
  The simple meaning above is found in the LXX (Neh 12:38f; Isa 2:2; Micah 4:1) and in Heb 9:5, where the cherubim over the mercy seat cannot be translated “far above.”  With this we have the ablative of separation (see Brooks & Winbery, Syntax of NT Greek, page 23) from the masculine plural adjective PAS and the article with the noun OURANOS, meaning “all the heavens.”  The plural is a reference to the first and second heavens; that is, the atmosphere around the earth and the stellar universe.  Christ has been separated far above or far beyond or over and above all the heavens in the universe.
“above all the heavens,”
- is the conjunction HINA, which is used to introduce a purpose clause and is translated “in order that.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb PLĒROW, which means:

1.  To fill, which would then mean that this statement is saying that our Lord fills all things, meaning that He fills all heaven and earth, as per Jer 23:24, “‘Can a man hide himself in hiding places so I do not see him?’ declares the Lord.  ‘Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?’ declares the Lord.”

2.  “to bring to completion that which was already begun: complete, finish, or bring to completion.”
  This would mean that our Lord’s purpose in descending into Hades and ascending into heaven was to bring to completion all things related to the angelic conflict.  This is its meaning here.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole all the actions required by our Lord to produce the action of fulfilling or bringing to completion the plan of God with regard to His creatures.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action of bringing to completion the plan of God the Father and resolving the angelic conflict and human history.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to form a purpose clause and indicates the future element involved in our Lord’s actions.  The element of contingency in the subjunctive mood is brought out in translation by the word “might.”
Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and adjective PAS, used as a substantive, meaning “all things” and referring to the plan of God for creature history.
“in order that He might bring to completion all things.)”
Eph 4:10 corrected translation
“He who descended is Himself also the One who ascended above all the heavens, in order that He might bring to completion all things.)”
Explanation:
1.  “He who descended is Himself also the One who ascended”

a.  Paul continues with his logical argument that the person who descended into the lower regions of the earth is the same person who also ascended into and above the heavens.

b.  The fact that the same person is the one descending and ascending completely excludes the idea that the one descending is God the Son represented by God the Holy Spirit.  One of the false doctrines circulating today among commentators on this passage is that the One ascending refers to Jesus Christ, and the One descending is the Holy Spirit, who represents the risen Christ, at Pentecost.  This is a false doctrine and completely twists this Scripture.  It is a satanic misrepresentation of the truth.

c.  Jesus Christ in hypostatic union is the person of the Trinity who descended to earth to become a man.  After His physical death, He further descended to the very lowest parts of the earth, Hades, in order to (1) proclaim His spiritual victory to the Nephalim and imprisoned demon armies, and (2) to take the spoils of His victory—all Old Testament believers—with Him to heaven in His ascension.


d.  Jesus Christ in hypostatic union is the person of the Trinity who ascended from Hades back to His body in the grave, and from there to the third heaven and was seated at the right hand of God the Father.


e.  All other explanations of these verses are false doctrine and satanically inspired.


f.  This declaration of Paul proves beyond question that Jesus Christ is the same person who descended from heaven to become the God-man and the same person Whom God the Father and God the Holy Spirit raised from the dead, and ascended into heaven.

2.  “above all the heavens,”

a.  Paul adds this phrase to indicate that he is talking about the third heaven, where God the Father and God the Holy Spirit reside.

b.  The first heaven is the atmosphere around the earth.  The second heaven is the stellar universe.  The third heaven is the place of residence of the Trinity.  The third heaven is outside of the universe.


c.  The third heaven as the abode of God receives its name from 2 Cor 12:2-4, “I know a man in Christ fourteen years ago, whether in body I do not know or outside the body I do not know, such a man was snatched up to the third heaven.  Indeed I know such a man, whether in the body or separated from the body I do not know, God knows that he was snatched up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which it is absolutely not permitted for a man to speak.”

d.  Because God is immanent, heaven cannot contain Him, 1 Kg 8:27; Acts 17:24.  However, as the God-man in hypostatic union, the third heaven is the abode of our Lord Jesus Christ.


e.  The word “heavens” here refers to the first and second heavens.  Our Lord ascended above the first and second heavens to the third heaven, the abode of God.  If you look at pictures of the earth from space, you can actually see the demarcation between the first and second heavens above the earth.
3.  “in order that He might bring to completion all things.)”

a.  Paul concludes his parenthetical statement with God’s purpose in the ascension of Christ.

b.  Christ had to ascend into the third heaven so that He could be seated in the place of honor at the right hand of God the Father in His perfect humanity.

c.  After having coming into contact with sin and being judged by God the Father as a sinner in our place, the humanity of Christ had to be accepted by God the Father in heaven.  If the righteousness of God can have no contact with sin, then a sinful Jesus Christ could not be accepted into the presence of God the Father.


d.  Therefore, the ascension and session of Christ is critical to resolving the angelic conflict, because our Lord’s session proves that the humanity of Christ, even though He was made sin for us, did the will of God the Father perfectly by being judged for us, and did so without becoming sinful Himself.  Therefore, His person and His work were totally and perfectly acceptable to God the Father.


e.  Our Lord’s acceptability to God after being made sin as a substitute for us is critical to resolving the satanic argument that God the Father could not and would not ever accept anyone in heaven who had come into contact with sin.


f.  Our Lord’s had to bring that satanic lie to completion.  He had to bring an end to all Satan’s lies and accusations against the love of God and person of God.

g.  The angelic conflict had to be brought to completion strategically, and our Lord’s session in the third heaven did just that.


h.  The phrase “all things” refers to everything that God the Father planned in eternity past and has caused to happen in creature history.


i.  Our Lord’s descent to the earth to become a man, live a perfect spiritual life, bear our sins on the Cross and be judged in our place, die physically, go to Hades (which is what happened to all Old Testament human beings after death, and our Lord’s humanity could not do anything else), and then ascend from Hades back to the grave, and from the grave back to the third heaven to be accepted there in the third heaven as the first human being was all a part of God the Father’s perfect plan for human history to demonstrate God’s fantastic love for His sinful creatures.

j.  Our Lord began the Father’s plan with the creation of the angels.  The Father then watched as His Son created the universe as their playground.  Our Lord testified against Satan in his original trial when he was found guilty and sentenced to the lake of fire.  Our Lord granted Satan’s appeal trial by the creation of human history to prove that God so loves His creatures that He will provide a salvation for them from their sinfulness.


k.  Our Lord agreed to answer all Satan’s lies and objections by coming to earth as a true human being and doing the will of the Father completely.


l.  Therefore, our Lord had to ascend to the third heaven and be seated at the right hand of God the Father, in order to bring the plan of God and the testimony of God against Satan in the angelic conflict to completion.


m.  You might say, “But human history is not over, and the Church is continuing the plan of God.  Therefore, everything has not been brought to completion.”  Yes, and no.  All the testimony God ever needs to find Satan guilty has been provided by our Lord’s strategic victory during the First Advent.  God still owed the Jews seven more years of their history, which they will receive during the seven years of the Great Tribulation.  However, God has inserted the Church Age into human history for the calling out of our Lord’s royal family to complement His battlefield victory on the Cross.  So the Church Age is just an added bonus to human history and the opportunity for our Lord’s body and bride to join in His testimony against Satan.  The Tribulation will be Satan’s rebuttal of violence against our Lord’s testimony, which has been completed.  Remember that at the Second Advent Satan and his demons are imprisoned for a thousand years.  Satan cannot be imprisoned without having already been found guilty and sentenced.  Therefore, all the testimony by God regarding the resolution of the angelic conflict has been brought to completion, and it was brought to completion by our Lord’s acceptance in His true humanity at the right hand of the Father.
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