Eph 4:1



- is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunctive particle OUN, meaning “Therefore, Consequently, So” and denoting that what it introduces is the result of or an inference from what precedes.”
  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to urge strongly, appeal to, urge, exhort, encourage 2 Cor 2:8; 6:1; 10:1; 1 Thes 2:12; 5:11, 14; 1 Tim 5:1; 1 Cor 4:16; Rom 12:1; 15:30; 16:17; Eph 4:1; Phil 4:2; Tit 2:6.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on as Paul writes.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of exhorting or urging.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of reality.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the believers to whom Paul writes as well as all of us.  Then we have the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I.”  The personal pronoun is used for emphasis.
“Therefore, I exhort you”
- is the appositional nominative from the masculine singular article and noun DESMIOS, which means “prisoner Mt 27:15f; Mk 15:6; Acts 16:25, 27; 23:18; 25:14, 27; 28:17; Heb 10:34; 13:3; Phile 1, 9; Eph 3:1; 4:1; 2 Tim 1:8.”
  With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, which means “in the Lord.”
“the prisoner in the Lord,”
- is the adverb of manner AXIWS, which means “worthily, in a manner worthy of, suitably with the genitive in reference to a deity or person 1 Thes 2:12; 3 Jn 6; Col 1:10; Rom 16:2; Phil 1:27; Eph 4:1.”
  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb PERIPATEW, which means “to walk.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action of how we live our spiritual life into a whole and regards it as a fact and reality.


The active voice indicates that believers produce the action of walking; that is, living their spiritual life in a certain manner.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, completing the meaning of the main verb “to exhort or urge.”
This is followed by the adverbial accusative of general reference from the feminine singular article, used as a personal pronoun, and noun KLĒSIS, which means “the position that one holds, position, condition: everyone is to remain in the (same) condition/position in which the person was when called (to salvation) 1 Cor 7:20.”

“to walk in a manner worthy of your position [royalty],”
- is the ablative of purpose from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, which is attracted to the genitive noun KLĒSIS.  This ablative of purpose is translated “for the purpose of which [position of royalty].”  Then we have the second person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb KALEW, which means “to choose for receipt of a special benefit or experience: to be called.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the past fact of being chosen by God for receipt of special benefit and privilege in its entirety, but emphasizing its results.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has/have.”

The passive voice indicates that all Church Age believers receive the action of being called by God to special privileges and opportunities.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“for the purpose of which you have been called,”
Eph 4:1 corrected translation
“Therefore, I, the prisoner in the Lord, exhort you to walk in a manner worthy of your position [royalty], for the purpose of which you have been called,”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, I, the prisoner in the Lord, exhort you”

a.  Paul now continues his letter by making a very strong request based upon all that he has previously stated concerning what God the Father has done for us.

b.  An exhortation is more than a polite request, but not as strong as a dogmatic command.

c.  Paul is urging us in the strongest possible way to live our spiritual life as God has intended.


d.  Paul does not make this a command, because this does not have to be commanded.  We already know the seriousness and importance of doing what God wants.  The request of an apostle as the personal representative of the Lord carries the weight and authority of a divine command.  When a senior military officer asks a junior officer to do something, it may be in the form of a request, but the junior officer treats it as a command and does it.  We should have the same attitude as the junior officer.  This is why it is called an exhortation.  An exhortation is a mild form of command, given in a polite and respectful manner.


e.  Paul also stresses the fact that it is he who is making the request or exhortation.


f.  Paul was the father of the Ephesian church and all the other churches in Western Asia Minor.  He had every right to exhort these believers to live the spiritual life he had taught them.


g.  The phrase ‘the prisoner in the Lord’ stresses three things:



(1)  Paul was still a prisoner in Rome and could not enforce this exhortation by his personal presence.



(2)  Paul still had the unique relationship that all Church Age believers have ‘in the Lord’ in spite of the fact he had failed temporarily in the spiritual life and been under divine discipline.



(3)  It was more important to Paul that he obey the Lord as His ‘prisoner’ than do what Paul wanted in life.


h.  Therefore, Paul makes an issue out of his authority orientation with regard to his relationship with the Lord as an example of why it is important for us to recognize the authority of the Scriptures Paul is writing.


i.  The phrase ‘the prisoner in the Lord’ also reminds us of Paul’s previous statement in Eph 3:1…14, “For this reason, I Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus, for the sake of you, the Gentiles…bend my knees before the Father.”  What Paul is about to teach is also for the sake of us.  Paul also uses this phrase in Phile 1:1, 9.

j.  The object of this exhortation is all believers of the Church Age.  All of us have the obligation of walking in a manner worthy of our position of spiritual royalty.  The exhortation applies to all of us equally.

2.  “to walk in a manner worthy of your position [royalty],”

a.  This is the content of Paul’s exhortation—that we walk in a manner worthy of our position.

b.  Walking is a metaphor for how we live our spiritual life.  Paul uses this same metaphor in:


(1)  Rom 6:4, “Therefore, we have been buried together with Him through baptism into His death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so also we might walk in newness of life.”


(2)  Rom 8:4-5, “in order that the legal requirement of the Law might be fulfilled by us, who keep walking, not according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.  For those [believers] who are (walking) in accordance with the flesh [old sin nature] keep thinking about the things [sin, good, evil] of the flesh, but those [believers] who are (walking) in accordance with the Spirit [filling of Holy Spirit] keep thinking about the things [doctrines] of the Spirit.”


(3)  Rom 13:13, “Let us walk in an appropriate manner as in the daytime (the spiritual life), not in gluttonous feasts and drinking parties, not in sexual lasciviousness and licentiousness, not in strife and jealousies.”


(4)  Rom 14:15, “Therefore if because of food your brother is offended (irritated, insulted) [and he is], you no longer walk according to love.  Because of your food stop destroying [the spiritual life of] that one on behalf of whom Christ died.”


(5)  1 Cor 3:3, “For you are still carnal.  For since there is rivalry and strife among you, are you not carnal ones, in fact walking in the same manner as mankind?”


(6)  1 Cor 7:17, “But to each one as the Lord has assigned, as God has called each person, he must keep on walking in this manner.  Indeed I command in this manner in all the churches.”


(7)  2 Cor 4:2, “Rather we have renounced the secret things of dishonor, not walking in craftiness nor falsifying the word of God, but by means of the open proclamation of the truth, presenting ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.”


(8)  2 Cor 5:7, “For we keep on walking by means of doctrine, not by means of what is seen.”


(9)  2 Cor 10:2-3, “Now I ask that I might not be bold while present with the confidence by means of which I am proposing to show courage against some, who look upon us as though we are walking according to the flesh.  For although we walk in the flesh [live with a sin nature], we do not fight as a soldier in the manner of the flesh.”


(10)  2 Cor 12:18, “I appealed to Titus and have sent at the same time the fellow-believer.  Did Titus take advantage of you financially?  Absolutely not.  Did we not walk in the same Spirit?  Did we not walk in the same footsteps?”


(11)  Gal 5:16, “But I keep on declaring, ‘Keep on walking in the sphere of the Spirit and you will never carry out the lust of the flesh.’”


(12)  Eph 2:2, “in the sphere of which [sins] you formerly walked according to the age characterized by this world, according to the ruler over the domain of the air [Satan], over the spiritual state which is now working in the sons of disobedience [unbelievers],”


(13)  Eph 2:10, “For we are His creation, having been created in Christ Jesus for intrinsically good actions which God prepared in advance, that we should walk in them.”


(14)  Eph 4:17, “Therefore I communicate this and because of the Lord I insist that you no longer walk even as Gentiles walk in the vacuum of their mind.”


(15)  Eph 5:2, “And begin walking in the sphere of virtue-love, just as Christ also loved you and delivered Himself over as a substitute for us, an offering and sacrifice to God resulting in an aroma of fragrance.”


(16)  Eph 5:8, “For you were once in the status of darkness [spiritual death], but now you are light in the Lord.  Begin walking as children of light.”


(17)  Eph 5:15, “Therefore, understand how accurately you must walk, not as fools [cosmic believers], but as wise [believers];”


(18)  Phil 3:17-18, “Brethren, be co-imitators of me, and be looking for those who continue walking as follows: just as you have us as a pattern.  For many keep walking, concerning whom I have told you many times, and now I continue telling even with weeping,—the enemies of the cross of Christ,”


(19)  Col 1:10, “that you may walk worthy of the Lord for the purpose of pleasing [Him] in all things, bearing fruit in the sphere of every good production, and growing by means of the epignosis knowledge of God,”


(20)  Col 2:6-7, “Therefore, as you accepted Christ Jesus, the Lord, keep walking in Him, being firmly rooted in and built upon Him; that is, being established by means of doctrine, just as you have been taught and overflow with thanksgiving.”


(21)  Col 3:5-7, “Therefore put to death the parts [of your life] which belong to the earth: unlawful sexual intercourse, immorality, sinful sexual passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry, because of which things the judgment [anger, wrath] of God is coming, in which things [sins] even you formerly walked, when you lived in these things.”


(22)  Col 4:5, “Keep on walking with wisdom toward those outside, purchasing the time.”


(23)  1 Thes 2:10-12, “You are witnesses, and [so is] God how we behaved toward you believers in a manner pleasing to God both righteously and blamelessly, just as you know how we appealed to all of you both encouraging and bearing witness to each one of you as a father his own children, in order that you might continue to walk worthy of God [the Lord Jesus Christ], who called you into His own kingdom and glory.”


(24)  1 Thes 4:1, “Finally, therefore, brethren, we ask you and exhort you because of the Lord Jesus that just as you received from us how it is necessary for you to walk and to please God even as also you are walking, that you might excel even more.”


(25)  1 Thes 4:10-12, “Certainly indeed you keep on doing it toward all the brethren in all Macedonia, but we encourage all of you, brethren, to excel more, and consider it an honor to live quietly and to mind your own business and to work with your own hands, just as we commanded for your benefit, in order that you might walk honorably toward those outside and have need of nothing.”


(26)  2 Thes 3:11, “For we hear that certain ones are walking among you in laziness, doing nothing but being useless gossips.”

c.  Then Paul tells us how we are to walk—in a manner worthy of our position.  So what is our position?



(1)  We are sons of God.



(2)  We are joint heirs with Christ.



(3)  We are in Christ Jesus.



(4)  We are a royal priesthood, 1 Pet 2:9, “You [are] the elect people, the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the people for the purpose of possession, in order that you might proclaim the virtues of Him who called you from darkness into His wonderful light.”


(5)  We are royal ambassadors.



(6)  We are royal family of God.



(7)  We are spiritual royalty.  Therefore, God expects us to act and conduct ourselves like royalty.


d.  How does royalty conduct itself?



(1)  Royalty conducts itself with honor, integrity, virtue, truthfulness, faithfulness, trustworthiness, graciousness, according to protocol, and with a personal sense of duty and responsibility.



(2)  God has put us in a position of responsibility as ambassadors to represent Him and proclaim His message of salvation through faith in Christ.  Spiritual royalty fulfills his or her responsibility in evangelizing others.



(3)  God has given us a unique relationship with Christ and expects us to have absolute confidence in the security of that relationship.  Therefore, we are to have absolute confidence in our eternally secure relationship with Christ.



(4)  God has made us His own adopted sons, which means he expects us to not worry about what the future will bring; for the adopted son only receives the highest and best the father has to offer in his inheritance.


(5)  Royalty has the best of everything, and therefore is kind, thoughtful, gracious, and unconditionally loving toward others less fortunate, as well as those equally fortunate or those more fortunate.


(6)  Royalty is never arrogant, but always has a sense of genuine humility.



(7)  Royalty boasts only in the Lord, being thankful for all they have received in grace.



(8)  Royalty reciprocates in personal love for the One providing the status of royalty.

3.  “for the purpose of which you have been called,”

a.  Finally, Paul adds an explanation of why we have been made royalty by God the Father.

b.  God had a purpose in making us spiritual royalty in the Church Age.  We have been elected to the special privilege of our position in Christ to be the royal family to complement our Lord’s battlefield royalty in the angelic conflict.

c.  God had a plan in eternity past that included our Lord’s victory over Satan and the fallen angels at the Cross.  Having won that victory, our Lord received His battlefield royalty.  He needed a royal family to complement that victory.


d.  Therefore, a new spiritual species of spiritual royalty is being called out of human history as the royal family of God in a unique relationship or position in Christ, in order to complement tactically our Lord’s strategic victory in the angelic conflict.


(1)  
Our Lord Jesus Christ now possesses three categories of royalty.




(a)  The royalty of His deity, by virtue of His eternal and infinite being as God.




(b)  The royalty of His true humanity, by virtue of the virgin birth, incarnation and first advent, being born in the line of David as Jewish royalty—the King of Israel.



(c)  The royalty of His strategic victory on the Cross, by virtue of His total obedience to God the Father by bearing our sins in His own body and being judged as a substitute for us.



(2)  
Our Lord’s battlefield royalty is based upon His strategic victory during the first advent, when He defeated Satan during His thirty-three years of executing the prototype spiritual life for the Church Age in total obedience to the will of God the Father.


(3)  By living in the prototype spiritual life, our Lord was qualified by impeccability to go to the cross and be judged for our sins.  That judgment is the continuation of the strategic victory of our Lord, which began with His declaration of obedience at birth (Heb 10:5-10, “I have come to do Your will”).  It was followed by His resurrection, ascension and session at the right hand of the Father.  The cross was the greatest battlefield in history.


(4)  This royalty makes Jesus Christ the ruler of elect angels and regenerate mankind, Col 2:14 Heb 2:14.



(5)  The battlefield royalty was given to our Lord Jesus Christ as a verbal commission, Ps 110:1, 4, “The Lord [God the Father] says to my Lord [the Lord Jesus Christ]: “Sit down at My right hand Until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet. ...The Lord has made a solemn promise and will not change His mind, ‘You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.’”  There is a complete break with Israel in this royalty.  Jesus Christ is a king-priest.  His royal priesthood is formed in the dispensation of the Church Age by making  every Church Age believer a royal priest, 1 Pet 2:5, 9; Rev 1:6.  We are a royal family born again into a royal line.  Our royalty does not come from physical birth because it includes every race in the world, but from the new birth.  We have the same royal life necessary to fulfill the royal law (Jam 2:8) as our Lord Jesus Christ had.  The royal high priesthood of Jesus Christ is confirmed in Heb 5:5-6; 6:19-20; 7:15-28.


e.  God the Father has invited every person in the Church Age to enter into a special position of spiritual royalty through a unique relationship with Christ.

f.  When we believe in Christ we are entered into this unique relationship of spiritual royalty because of our relationship with Christ.  The New Testament calls this unique relationship “in Christ” or “in Christ Jesus.”

g.  God the Father planned this new royal relationship in eternity past, and is now executing the plan during this period of human history, called the dispensation of the Church.


h.  God the Father chose all members of the human race who believe in Christ during this period of human history to be a new spiritual species of spiritual royalty.


i.  Therefore, we have been elected or chosen by God the Father for special privileges and honor related to royalty.  We have been called, chosen, or elected (the Greek word means all these things) to the privilege of being in union with Christ.  God chose us, the believers of this period of human history, to have this special, unique, royal relationship with our Groom.

j.  Therefore, we are expected to act, function, behave, and conduct ourselves as the spiritual royalty God has made us.
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