Eph 3:9



- is the explanatory use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is” followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb PHWTIZW, which means “to illuminate, enlighten, or bring to light.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action into an entirety and presents it as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

With this we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective PAS, used as a substantive, meaning “everyone, all” and referring to all members of the royal family of God; that is, all Church Age believers.  The brackets  indicate that a couple of good uncial manuscripts do not include the word; however, the majority of excellent texts do.  There is no excuse for its omission and no other texts show any substituted words, which leads us to believe that it was probably accidentally omitted.
“that is to enlighten all”
- is the predicate nominative from the feminine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “what.”  Then we have the nominative subject from feminine singular article and noun OIKONOMIA, which means “the arrangement, order, plan: ‘the plan of the mystery’ Eph 3:9;”
 “a plan which involves a set of arrangements (referring in the NT to God’s plan for bringing salvation to mankind within the course of history)—’purpose, scheme, plan, arrangement.’”
  The predicate nominative and subject nominative imply the deliberate omission of the verb EIMI = [is].  With the word OIKONOMIA we have the descriptive genitive from the neuter singular article and noun MUSTĒRION, which means “of the mystery.”
“what [is] the plan of the mystery,”
- is the appositional genitive from the neuter singular articular perfect passive participle from the verb APOKRUPTW, which means “to be hidden; to be kept secret.”

The article functions as a relative pronoun and points back to the genitive neuter singular noun MUSTĒRION.  It is translated “which.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a completed action, since the plan of the mystery is no longer a secret.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb ‘has/have.”

The passive voice indicates that the plan of the mystery has received the action of no longer being kept secret.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation, used after verbs of hiding or concealing, to indicate the person or thing from which something is hidden.  With the preposition we have the masculine plural article and noun AIWN, which means “from the ages.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the instrumental of agency from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “by the agency of the God.”
“which has been kept secret from the ages by the agency of the God”
- is the appositional dative from the masculine singular articular aorist active participle from the verb KTIZW, which means “to create.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun pointing back to the dative noun THEOS.  It is translated “who.”

The aorist tense is a constative or historical aorist, which presents the past action as a historical fact.


The active voice indicates that the Lord Jesus Christ produced the action of creating all things.

The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and adjective PAS, meaning “all things.”
“who created all things,”
Eph 3:9 corrected translation
“that is, to enlighten all what [is] the plan [arrangement] of the mystery, which has been kept secret from the ages by the agency of the God who created all things,”
Explanation:
1.  “that is, to enlighten all”

a.  The context for this verse says, “to me, the very least of all the saints, this grace has been given, to proclaim to the Gentiles the fathomless wealth of Christ; that is, to enlighten all what [is] the plan of the mystery, which has been kept secret from the ages by the agency of the God who created all things,…”

b.  This phrase (“to enlighten all”) is used in coordination with the previous infinitive “to proclaim to the Gentiles” because of the use of the coordinating conjunction KAI = that is.

c.  God’s purpose for Paul with regard to the mystery of believers being united in union with Christ was for Paul to proclaim this new revelation to the Gentiles; that is, to enlighten all believers.


d.  Paul was not only responsible for proclaiming the new truth that Jews and Gentiles were united in Christ, but he was also responsible for enlightening all the Gentile believers he taught.


e.  To enlighten these believers means that Paul must teach the doctrine, then teach it again, then repeat it again, and keep on teaching it until he was certain that enlightenment had taken place.


f.  God the Holy Spirit is the one who enlightens believers through His teaching ministry.  But we should notice carefully that God also gave this responsibility to Paul as a communicator of God’s Word, so that this enlightenment could take place.  The sovereignty of God desired to use the communication of a human agent to make His revelation known to Church Age believers.  This is why the accurate teaching of a faithful pastor-teacher is critical to the spiritual growth of his congregation.  The believer cannot learn Church Age doctrine on his or her own.  They must have a communicator prepared by God to teach the information, so that the enlightenment from the Holy Spirit will take place.  This is God’s system for understanding His word.

g.  Paul could show no partiality in teaching this doctrine, since it was true for both Jews and Gentiles, men and women, slave or free.  All believers in the Church must be taught, must be enlightened through the teaching of God’s communicators, whether face to face, through books, radio, television, or some other means.
2.  “what [is] the plan of the mystery,”

a.  Paul now explains that for which he was responsible to enlighten believers.  He had to enlighten believers with regard to God’s plan, arrangement, or strategy regarding the mystery of the Church.

b.  God had a plan in eternity past that there would be a period of human history, when all believers would be united in a unique relationship with their Creator.

c.  God’s plan or strategy was that he would create a new spiritual species, that this new spiritual species would include both racial species (Jew and Gentile), and that all believers would have equal privileges and equal opportunities.

d.  Paul was responsible for enlightening all believers regarding God’s plan for the dispensation of the Church.

e.  This verse also tells us that God has a plan for human history.  There is nothing arbitrary about human history.  This plan includes every detail of our life.


f.  The plan God had with regard to the union of all believers in Christ during a particular period of human history was never revealed prior to the sending of the Holy Spirit to mentor us.

3.  “which has been kept secret from the ages by the agency of the God”

a.  God’s secret in human history was the Church Age with the union of all believers in Christ.

b.  God kept His plan for this portion of human history a secret from both angels and mankind.  No one knew there would be a Church Age or period of human history where all believers were united in Christ.

c.  God kept the Church Age and the union of all believers a secret from the beginning of human history.


d.  God the Father kept the Church Age and our union with Christ a secret in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ.


e.  The fact that Jesus Christ would come as a human being to save mankind was not a secret.  The fact that the Jewish Age would only last so long was not a secret.  The fact that Christ would come at the end of the Jewish Age to deliver Israel was not a secret.  But everything regarding the Church Age and the Church was kept secret by God.


f.  Paul refers to the fact this doctrine was kept secret by God in:



(1)  Rom 16:25, “Now to Him [Father] who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and proclamation about Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which has been concealed during the eternal ages (past history).”


(2)  Col 1:26, “the mystery which has been hidden from eternity past and from the generations—but now is being revealed for the benefit of His saints.”
4.  “who created all things,”

a.  Jesus Christ is the creator of all things as mentioned in:



(1)  Col 1:16, “because by means of Him all things were created in the heavens and on the earth, the visible and invisible, whether angelic kings or angelic lords, whether angelic general officers or field grade officers, all things have been created through Him and because of Him.”


(2)  Rev 4:11, “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created.”

b.  This indicates that the mystery of the Church and the Church Age was kept secret in and by the person of Jesus Christ.

c.  Satan never expected the Church Age, the Church, or the spiritual life of Church Age believers under the enabling power of the Holy Spirit.

d.  Our Lord Jesus Christ created the Church Age, the Church Age believer, and our spiritual life.  He has created everything regarding our dispensation as the ultimate testimony of God’s unconditional love for all.
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