Eph 3:3



- is the conjunction HOTI, which is used after verbs of sensory activity (AKOUW = to hear) to indicate the content of that sensory activity.  It is translated “that.”  In the Greek text the word is found in brackets because it is not found in p46 and Codex Vaticanus (B).  However, it is included in all the other early uncial manuscripts and is probably original.  Then we have the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of general reference, which often “combines the norm and the reason, so that instead of translating “in accordance with” KATA can mean simply: because of, as a result of, or on the basis of.”
  With this we have the feminine singular noun APOKALUPSIS, which means “revelation” and refers to revelation from God the Holy Spirit to the apostle Paul.
“that as a result of revelation,”
- is the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb GNWRIZW, which means “to make known; to reveal.”

The aorist tense is a historic aorist, which regards the action as a past fact in its entirety.


The passive voice indicates that Paul received the action of having divine revelation revealed or made known to him.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of historical fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to me.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun MUSTĒRION, which means “the mystery” and refers to the new Church Age doctrine that the Jews and Gentiles have been joined as a new spiritual species in Christ.  The article is used as a demonstrative pronoun pointing back to what Paul just discussed in Eph 2:11-22.

“this mystery was made known to me,”
- is the comparative use of the conjunction KATHWS, meaning “just as.”  Then we have the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PROGRAPHW, which means “to write in advance or before, write before(hand)  in the same document in which the word is found: as I have written above Eph 3:3.”


The aorist tense is an epistolary aorist, in which the writer is referring to the present letter he is composing.  As a courtesy to the reader, the writer adopts the time perspective of the reader (past time), which is different from his own (present time).  He uses the aorist tense to describe an event which is present or future for him but which will be in the past by the time the reader receives the letter.  “The author is here speaking about the revelation that was made known to him by God; that is, the revelation of peace between Jew and Gentile, of one new body.  It is probable that the aorist here, then, refers back to 2:11–22 rather than to an unknown epistle.”


The active voice indicates that Paul has produced the action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has/have.”

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the neuter singular adjective OLIGOS, which means “a little, short: in brief.”  Prepositions were often used with adjectives to create an adverbial expression.  Thus we can also translate this briefly.
“just as I have written to you briefly,”
Eph 3:3 corrected translation
“that as a result of revelation, this mystery was made known to me, just as I have written to you briefly,”
Explanation:
1.  “that as a result of revelation,”

a.  The sentence thus far reads: “—inasmuch as you have heard about the administration of the grace of God, which was given to me for your benefit, that as a result of revelation, this mystery was made known to me, just as I have written to you briefly,…”

b.  Paul now wants to make a very important point, which is, that God’s hidden mystery that there would a new spiritual species in a new dispensation in human history, where Jews and Gentiles are equally united in Christ was not something that he made up on the spur of the moment.

c.  God’s new doctrine of the unity of all believers in Christ within the Church was a doctrine hidden in Christ in eternity past and had to be revealed by God to mankind.


d.  The new doctrines of the Church Age, such as the new spiritual life, union with Christ, the new spiritual species, the unique characteristics of the Church Age, all the things God has done for the Church Age believer, and the new dispensation in human history are things revealed by God the Holy Spirit to the holy apostles and prophets of the pre-canon period of the Church and passed on to all believers within the Church.


e.  God’s mysteries for the Church Age; that is, the new doctrines of the Church, contained in the New Testament are for every person who believes in Christ and not just a select few.


f.  God’s revelation was initially made to a few select men with spiritual communication gifts, but they were commissioned by God to pass these new doctrines on to all who believed in Christ.  This was far different than what occurred with the pagan mystery cults.


g.  The act of revelation to Paul and others concerning the new doctrines of the Church Age was accomplished through the inspiration or teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.
2.  “this mystery was made known to me,”

a.  Paul learned and understood the mystery of the Jews and Gentiles being united into one body in Christ by the revelation of God the Holy Spirit.

b.  Not only was this revelation made to Paul specifically, but also to other men with spiritual gifts, such as Peter (see the story of Acts 10-11).

c.  Paul received the action of understanding what God revealed to him only because it was God’s revelation to Paul and not the creation of his own mind.

d.  It is likely that this mystery was gradually revealed to Paul in stages, just as we learn doctrine, so that each time he discusses the subject of the mystery doctrines there is added information.  Let’s look at Paul’s use of the word mystery in his writings.


(1)  The word mystery was used for the content of the gospel message, which the apostles were commissioned to proclaim to the ends of the earth.



(a)  1 Cor 2:1-2, “In fact when I came face-to-face with you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or wisdom, while proclaiming to you the mystery of God.  For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ, and Him having been crucified.”



(b)  1 Cor 14:2, “Because the person who speaks with the spiritual gift of giving the gospel in a foreign language does not speak for the benefit of men, but for the benefit of God.  Therefore no one understands (and he speaks the mysteries by means of the Spirit).”



(c)  Rom 16:25-26, “Now to Him [Father] who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and proclamation about Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which has been concealed during the eternal ages [past history], but now [the mystery] is revealed through even the prophetic Scriptures by the command of the eternal God, having been made known to all the Gentiles for the purpose of obedience to doctrine,…”



(d)  Eph 6:19, “also pray for me, that doctrine may be given to me when I open my mouth to communicate with confidence the mystery pertaining to the gospel.”


(2)  The word mystery was used for Israel’s rejection of the gospel, Rom 11:25, “For brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant of this mystery, in order that you stop being wise in your own estimation, that hardening in part has happened to Israel until which time the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.”


(3)  The word mystery is used for all the new doctrines of the Church Age that were previously hidden from the understanding of man.




(a)  1 Cor 2:6-9, “Instead we keep on communicating wisdom among mature believers, yet not the wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age who are perishing.  But we keep on communicating God’s wisdom as a mystery, the hidden [wisdom] which God [the Father] decided upon before the dispensations for our glory, which (wisdom) none of the rulers of this age have understood, for if they had understood, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  ‘Things which the eye has not seen and the ear has not heard, in fact it has not entered into the heart of man,’ the things which God [the Father] has prepared for those who keep on loving Him.”  The mystery doctrine includes all the things which God has prepared for those who keep on loving Him.



(b)  1 Cor 4:1, “A person must consider us in this manner, as servants of Christ and administrators of the mysteries of God.”


(4)  The word mystery is used for the resurrection of Church Age believers who do not have to see death, 1 Cor 15:51-2, “Pay attention, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, however we will all be changed, in an indivisible time, in the blinking of the eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the immortal dead will be raised and we will be changed.”


(5)  The word mystery is used for God’s plan of human history, Eph 1:9, “having revealed to us the mystery of His will according to His good intention [desire], which He planned in Him.”


(6)  The word mystery is used for God’s plan to unite all Church Age believers in Christ:




(a)  Eph 1:10, “for the purpose of the administration (orderly plan and arrangement of events) of the fullness of times, to unite under one head everyone in Christ, those [who are] in heaven and those [who are] on earth in Him;”



(b)  Eph 3:4-9, “by which mystery doctrine, as a result of the public reading of this epistle, you ought to be able to understand my technical knowledge about the mystery of the Christ [baptism of the Holy Spirit], which mystery doctrine in other generations was not made known to mankind as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets by means of the Holy Spirit, that the Gentiles are fellow-heirs and fellow-members of the same body and sharers together of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, through which gospel I have become a minister according to the gift of the grace of God which was given to me on the basis of the function [working] of His Divine power [omnipotence of the Holy Spirit], to me, the very least of all the saints, this grace has been given to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable [inscrutable] wealth of Christ, and to make perspicuous [clarify, teach] to all [Church Age believers] what is the dispensation of the mystery [unique Church Age] which has been concealed from the ages in the God who created all things;”



(c)  Eph 5:31-32, “‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother, and he will have sex with his own wife, and the two will be one flesh.’  This mystery is great.  But I am speaking with reference to Christ and the Church.”


(7)  The word mystery is used for the new doctrine of the Church Age regarding the indwelling of Christ in every Church Age believer, Col 1:25-27, “on behalf of which [Church], I myself have become a servant according to the divine office which has been granted to me for you to complete the word of God, the mystery which has been hidden from eternity past and from the generations—but now is being revealed for the benefit of His saints, to whom God [the Father] desired to make known what is the wealth of glory with reference to this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the confidence of glory.”


(8)  The word mystery is used for all the new doctrines regarding Christ’s new relationship to believers: savior, indwelling, and union, Col 4:3-4, “praying at the same time also concerning us that God may open for us a door of doctrine to proclaim the mystery of Christ because of which [mystery] also I have become a prisoner, in order that I might reveal it [the mystery of Christ] as I ought to communicate.”


(9)  The word mystery is used for the new spiritual life of the Church Age believer, which was first tested and used by our Lord during His hypostatic union, 1 Tim 3:16, “And so, admittedly, important is the mystery with reference to the spiritual life:

[The One (Jesus Christ)] who became visible by means of the flesh;

Who was vindicated by agency of the Holy Spirit;

Who was watched by angels;
Who was proclaimed among the nations;

Who was believed on in the world;

Who was taken up in glory.”
3.  “just as I have written to you briefly,”

a.  This is a reference to what he has just said in Eph 2:11-22.

b.  In our context Paul is going to expand upon the concepts previously taught in Eph 2:11-22.  The main theme of Eph 2:11-22 is the unity of the Jewish and Gentile believers as a new spiritual species in Christ.  Now Paul will expand upon that concept by stating “that the Gentiles are fellow-heirs and fellow-members of the same body and sharers together of the promise [portfolio of invisible assets] in Christ Jesus through the gospel,” Eph 3:6.
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