Eph 2:4



- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But, However.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to God the Father (because of the dative of direct object from the noun CHRISTOS mentioned in the next verse).  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective PLOUSIOS, which means “being plentifully supplied with something: abound (in), rich (in), Eph 2:4.”
  With this we have the appositional nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: being or who is.”

The present tense is a static or gnomic present for a state or condition that is always true.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action of being what He is.


The participle is circumstantial and can be translated as a relative clause, “who is.”
This is followed by the preposition EN plus the “dative of specification or substance: Eph 2:4; Tit 2:3; Jam 1:8; with the idea of: consisting in Eph 2:15; Jam 1:4; Heb 13:21a; ‘amounting to Acts 7:14”
 from the neuter singular noun ELEOS, which means “kindness or concern expressed for someone in need: mercy, compassion, pity, clemency.”
  The prepositional phrase is translated “rich in mercy.”  ELEOS is used 200 times in the LXX to translate the Hebrew word CHESED, which refers to God’s “unfailing love.”  ELEOS is God’s unfailing love in action. 
“But God, who is rich in mercy,”
- is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the feminine singular article, adjective of degree POLUS, meaning “much, great, strong, severe, hard, deep, profound” and the noun AGAPĒ, meaning “unconditional love.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the third masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His.”
“because of His great unconditional love,”
- is the double accusative of person and thing, the accusative of thing being the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and the accusative of person being the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “us.”  Between the two we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love unconditionally.”

The aorist tense is a constative or historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety with no reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.  God has always and will always have unconditional love.  (See Brooks & Winbery, Syntax of NT Greek, page 99.)


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action as a part of His plan for all creatures and especially human history.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
“with which He loved us,”
Eph 2:4 corrected translation
“But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great unconditional love, with which He loved us,”
Explanation:
1.  “But God, who is rich in mercy,”

a.  Paul continues by introducing the contrast between all of us as spiritually dead unbelievers and what God did for us to deliver us from that status.

b.  The subject “God” refers to God the Father, the author of the divine plan to save those who want to be saved from their status of sinful spiritual death.

c.  God the Father is described here as ‘rich in mercy’, which emphasizes that characteristic of His essence that is key and central to resolving the angelic conflict.


d.  The mercy of God is the grace and unfailing love of God in action.


e.  The grace of God is part of the essence of God.


f.  God is merciful, just as God is gracious, just as God is love.  These are all characteristics of His essence and the central issue in the angelic conflict.


g.  God is declared to be merciful many times in Scripture.



(1)  The numerous references to the ‘mercy seat’ in the Holy of Holies indicate the mercy of God.  Ex 25:17 and many other verses.



(2)  Ps 86:15, “But You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abundant in unfailing love and truth.”


(3)  Ps 145:8, “The Lord is gracious and merciful; slow to anger and great in unfailing love.



(4)  Isa 63:9, “In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the angel of His presence saved them; in His love and in His mercy He redeemed them, and He lifted them and carried them all the days of old.”


(5)  Mk 5:19, “And He did not let him, but He said to him, ‘Go home to your people and report to them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He had mercy on you.’”


(6)  Lk 1:50, “And His mercy is upon generation after generation toward those who fear Him.”


(7)  Lk 6:36, “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”


(8)  Rom 9:15-18, “For instance He says to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whomever I show mercy, ‘and I will have compassion on whomever I show compassion.’  So then, [it is] not because of him who desires [mercy and compassion], nor because of him who exerts oneself to the limit of one’s powers in an attempt to run after blessing, but from God who has mercy.   For the Scripture says about Pharaoh, ‘For this very reason I have caused you to appear [in history], in order that I might demonstrate My power by means of you, and in order that My Person might be proclaimed throughout all the earth.  So then, He shows mercy on whom He desires, but whom He wishes He hardens.”


(9)  Rom 11:30-32, “Therefore just as at one time [prior to the Church Age] you [Gentiles] had been disobedient to God [unwilling to listen to and obey the gospel], but now [Church Age] you have received mercy because of their [Jew’s] disobedient unbelief [unwillingness to listen to and obey the gospel], so also now [Church Age] these [Jews] have disobeyed because of the mercy belonging to you, in order that now [Church Age] they [Jewish remnant] also might receive mercy [evangelized by you the Gentiles].  For God has locked up the entire human race because of disobedience [Adam’s Original Sin], in order that He might have mercy on the entire human race.”


(10)  Rom 15:9, “and that the Gentiles might glorify God for [His] mercy, just as it stands written, ‘Because of this I will praise You among the Gentiles and I will sing hymns to Your Person [Jesus Christ].’”


(11)  1 Tim 1:13, “though formerly being blasphemous and a persecutor and a violent, insolent person.  However, I was shown mercy, because being ignorant I acted in unbelief.”


(12)  1 Tim 1:16, “Nevertheless, for this reason, I received mercy, in order that in me, the foremost sinner, Christ Jesus might demonstrate His whole patience as a prototype to them who are destined to believe in Him for eternal life.”


(13)  Tit 3:5, “not by means of works (the ones in righteousness which we have done) but on the basis of His mercy He saved us through the washing of regeneration; that is, through the renewal of the Holy Spirit,”


(14)  Heb 2:17, “Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.”


(15)  Heb 4:16, “Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”


(16)  Heb 8:12, “For I will be merciful to their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more.”


(17)  Jam 2:13, “Certainly merciless judgment [will be shown] to the one not having shown mercy; mercy exalts in triumph over judgment.


(18)  Jam 5:11, “Behold, we consider happy the ones having endured.  You have heard about the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome from the Lord that the Lord keeps on being compassionate and merciful.”


(19)  1 Pet 1:3, “Worthy of praise is God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who because of His great mercy [compassion] caused us to be born again to a living confidence through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,”


(20)  1 Pet 2:10, “[You] who formerly [were] no people but now [are] the people of God, those who were not shown mercy but now have obtained mercy.”

h.  Notice throughout these verses the concept of mercy is almost always related to God’s provision of salvation for mankind.


i.  God did not have to provide an eternal salvation for us.  He could have ended the angelic conflict without ever creating mankind.  He could have ended the angelic conflict after the fall of Adam by sending Adam and the woman to the lake of fire along with Satan immediately after their sin.


j.  But God did not react to the sinfulness of man in rejecting the love of God in the Garden of Eden.  Instead God kept on demonstrating His unfailing love toward us.


k. The demonstration of God’s love toward us by sending His Son to be a propitiation for our sins is the greatest act of mercy that has occurred or will ever occur.


l.  God’s mercy is His love, grace, and action toward those who do not deserve it.  And He is abundantly super rich in mercy.  The most obvious example is the fact that our Lord provided eternal salvation for every member of the human race at the Cross, even though He knew that millions of human being had never believed and would never believe in Him.  Consider the fact that Christ was willing to receive the punishment for the billions of sins of those people who had already lived their lives on earth and never believed in Him.  Now that is truly grace, mercy, and unconditional love.

m.  God’s mercy is infinite.  This is why God is able to show mercy to any and all that reject Him and His love for them.  This is clarified in the next statement in this verse.
2.  “because of His great unconditional love,”

a.  God is rich in mercy because of His great unconditional love.

b.  God’s unconditional love was demonstrated to the greatest extent at the Cross by the work of Jesus Christ providing eternal salvation for anyone who would trust in Him.

c.  This great unconditional love was the ultimate and complete demonstration and manifestation of God’s mercy.


d.  The next great manifestation of God’s mercy in human history to a group of believers will be the resurrection of the Church prior to the Great Tribulation.  Then the next great manifestation will be the deliverance of the Tribulational believers by the second advent of Christ.


e.  The final demonstration of the great mercy of God in human history will be the Last Judgment.  The last judgment of unbelievers is a gracious act toward all those who love the Lord, because they will not have to spend eternity with a bunch of people who hate the Lord and thus hate them as well.

f.  God is merciful because God is love.  Mercy is the manifestation, the action of God’s grace toward others.


g.  God’s love is great to an infinite degree.  Therefore, His mercy is also great to an infinite degree.

3.  “with which He loved us,”

a.  The unconditional love of God is the love with which God loved us as unbelievers, not as believers.

b.  The love with which God loves us as believers is His personal love for His righteousness, which He has imputed or given to us.

c.  As unbelievers we were the objects of God’s unconditional virtue love.  As believers we are the objects of God’s unconditional personal love.


d.  God loved us in eternity past, long before He ever created us.

e.  God loved us so much that while we were yet sinners, He provided eternal salvation for us.


f.  God loved us so much that even though He knew most of the human race would reject the love of Jesus Christ for them, He still sent His Son to be a propitiation for their sins.


g.  The greatest statement of this fact is given in Jn 3:16, which says: “For God loved the world so much, with the result that He gave His uniquely-born Son, in order that all who believe in Him might not perish but might have eternal life.”

h.  Other Scriptures that declare God’s love for us.



(1)  Mal 1:2, “‘I have loved you,’ says the Lord.  But you say, ‘How have You loved us?’ ‘Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?’ declares the Lord. ‘Yet I have loved Jacob.’”


(2)  Rom 8:37, “Nevertheless, in all these things we win the supreme victory through Him [Father] who loves us.”


(3)  Eph 5:2, “And begin walking in the sphere of virtue love, just as Christ also loved you and delivered Himself over as a substitute for us, an offering and sacrifice to God resulting in an aroma of fragrance.”


(4)  2 Thes 2:16, “Now may our Lord Jesus Christ and God our Father, who loved us and has given infinite encouragement and comfort and intrinsically good confidence because of grace,”


(5)  1 Jn 4:10-11, 19, “By this unconditional love exists, not because we have loved God, but because He has unconditionally loved us and sent His Son, a propitiation for our sins.  Beloved, if God so intensely loved us and He did, we also are obligated to keep unconditionally loving each other.  …We love unconditionally, because He first loved us unconditionally.”
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