Eph 2:22



- is the preposition EN plus the dative of relationship from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “in relationship with Whom” and referring to our Lord again.  With this we have the adverbial or adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the Church Age believer.  This is followed by the second person plural present passive indicative from the verb SUNOIKODOMEW, which means “to be built or constructed together.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on during the Church Age.


The passive voice indicates that the believer receives the action of being constructed together as stones of the building on the foundation of the apostles and prophets with the cornerstone of the building being our Lord Himself.
“in Whom also you are being constructed together”
- is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the neuter singular noun KATOIKĒTĒRION, meaning “for the purpose of a dwelling-place.”  With this we have objective genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”
“for the purpose of a dwelling place of God”
- is the preposition EN plus the ablative of agency from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, which means “by the agency of the Spirit” and refers to the Holy Spirit.  The ablative of agency indicates the person who performs the action expressed in the passive voice of the verb.
“by agency of the Spirit.”
Eph 2:22 corrected translation
“in Whom also you are being constructed together for the purpose of a dwelling place of God by agency of the Spirit.”
Explanation:
1.  “in Whom also you are being constructed together”

a.  The complete sentence now reads: “As a result, therefore, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but you are fellow-citizens with the saints and members of God’s household, having been built upon the foundation consisting of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, in relationship with Whom the whole building, while being fitted together, keeps growing into a holy temple in the Lord; in Whom also you are being constructed together for the purpose of a dwelling place of God by agency of the Spirit.”

b.  Paul continues his sentence by again relating our unity in the royal family of God to the fact that we are in union with Christ.

c.  All Church Age believers, regardless of race, color, or national origin, are being constructed together into one body, one building in Christ Jesus, our Lord.  1 Cor 3:9, “For we are God’s co-workers; you are God’s cultivated field, God’s building.”

d.  Our Lord Jesus Christ is the master-builder, who is supervising the construction of the building.  God the Holy Spirit is the job foreman, bringing all the stones of the building together exactly at the time and place in human history that our Lord wants them.


e.  Every believer is a part of our Lord’s holy temple.  The Lord lives and abides in us as a living temple, just as He dwelt in the tabernacle and Solomon’s Temple as the Shekinah glory.

f.  Our Lord no longer lives in a temple made with human hands, but in a holy temple made by God the Holy Spirit out of the faith, trust, and confidence of each Church Age believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.

2.  “for the purpose of a dwelling place of God”

a.  God the Holy Spirit is creating unity in the royal family of Church Age believers, in order that there might be a dwelling place for the Lord Jesus Christ, who indwells every believer.

b.  The Holy Spirit makes a holy temple out of the body of each Church Age believer, so that our Lord may live and abide in us forever.


(1)  1 Cor 3:16, “Do you not understand that you are the temple of God, and the Spirit of God lives in you?”


(2)   2 Cor 6:16a, “For we are the temple of the living God.”

c.  Each believer in the Church is then carefully placed together with the others believers in the Church to form the spiritual temple of our Lord.


d.  Each believer individually is a temple to the indwelling of all three members of the Trinity, and all of the Church Age believers together form the holy temple of our Lord.


e.  Therefore, we are individual temples of Christ, and together as the body of Christ, we become a single holy temple for the dwelling place of God the Son.


f.  The Church is the dwelling of God, since all three members of the Trinity indwell the Church Age believer.



(1)  1 Cor 6:19, “Or do you not understand that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God and you are not your own?”


(2)  Col 1:27, “to whom God [the Father] desired to make known what is the wealth of glory with reference to this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the confidence of glory.”


(3)  The indwelling of God the Father is taught in:




(a)  Jn 14:23, “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him.’”



(b)  Eph 4:6, “one God, even the Father of all, who is over all, and the source of all [blessings], and in all [believers].”

g.  The phrase “a dwelling place of God” introduces:

The Doctrine of the Abode of God
A.  God dwells in three places: the universe, the third heaven, and the body of every Church Age believer.
B.  God indwells every believer.

1.  The indwelling of God the Father is taught in Jn 14:23; Eph 4:6; 2 Jn 9; Phil 2:13.  The Father indwells us as the author of our portfolio of invisible assets, grantor of the escrow blessings, and the master-mind of the protocol plan.


2.  The indwelling of God the Son is taught in Jn 14:30; 17:22-23; Rom 8:10; 2 Cor 13:5; Gal 2:20; Col 1:27; 1 Jn 2:24.  Christ indwells the body of the believer as the escutcheon of the royal family of God, as the Shekinah glory to guarantee blessing to the believer, and as a guarantee of eternal security.


3.  The indwelling of God the Holy Spirit is taught in Rom 8:11; 1 Cor 3:16; 6:19-20; 2 Cor 6:16.  The Holy Spirit indwells us to make our bodies a temple for the indwelling of Jesus Christ as the Shekinah glory, as well as to provide a power base for spiritual dynamics.  God the Holy Spirit teaches us doctrine, Jn 14:26; 16:12-14; 1 Cor 2:4-16.

C.  God dwells in the heavens.

1.  The heavens include three categories.



a.  The earth and the atmosphere around the earth.



b.  The stellar universe including the planets.



c.  The third heaven which is outside of the universe.

D.  The Omnipresence of God.

1.  God, in His eternal and infinite essence, is everywhere.


2.  This is reduced to two categories: immanence and transcendence.



a.  The incomparable divine transcendence is eternally prior to and exalted above the universe which he created.  God in the total of His divine essence is above and beyond the universe and at the same time indwells or fills the universe.  Transcendence means that the whole of God is superior to and outside of the universe; hence, the phrase “the third heaven” in 2 Cor 12:2.



b.  Immanence means that God fills space with His presence, sustaining it and giving it value.


3.  God is omnipresent and ubiquitous [existing or being everywhere at the same time].  This is not pantheism.  (Pantheism says that God is a stone, a tree, a mountain.)  Pantheism denies the person of God.


4.  Omnipresence belongs to all three persons of the Trinity.  Jesus Christ holds the universe together.


5.  In transcendence, God is prior to and above the universe which He created.  In immanence, God indwells all space.  The fact that God is both immanent and transcendent means that God’s omniscience knows simultaneously and eternally every circumstance and situation of life, while God’s omnipresence is a witness to every situation and every circumstance of history as it occurred.


6.  Because God is immanent, heaven cannot contain Him, 1 Kg 8:27; Acts 17:24.

3.  “by agency of the Spirit.”

a.  God the Holy Spirit is the agent making the action of construction take place.  He is physically bringing together the stones in order to make a holy temple out of all Church Age believers.

b.  God the Holy Spirit accomplishes this construction through His ministry of identifying every Church Age believer with Christ and placing that believer into union with Christ.

c.  Our mutual unity in Christ is designed to produce unity in the royal family of God.

d.  The unity of the royal family with each other, in Christ, and in fellowship with the Father and Holy Spirit was our Lord’s final prayer with all His disciples, Jn 17:20-23, “I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.  The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one; I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me.”

e.  Paul will further discuss this unity of the royal family in Eph 4:3-6, which also teaches unity in the royal family of God.  “Be diligent to guard the unity of the Spirit by means of the bond of peace [reconciliation].  There is one body and one Spirit, just as you have been called [efficacious grace] with reference to one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism [of the Holy Spirit], one God, even the Father of all [believers], who is over all [believers], and the source of all [blessings], and in all [believers].”


(1)  In Ephesians 4:3-6, there are four concepts.




(a)  The mandate for unity, verse 3.




(b)  The basis for unity, verse 4.




(c)  The escutcheon of unity, verse 5.




(d)  The source of unity, verse 6.



(2)  Only God can provide unity in the royal family.  God provides unity for the Church Age believers through the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.



(3)  Unity is a provision of grace, not the striving of human power, not human personality, not a system of patronizing one another under public relations gimmicks.


f.  What is unity in the royal family of God?



(1)  Unity is first explained in Eph 4:3 from the standpoint of spiritual mechanics.  Spiritual mechanics always relate to the ministry of the Holy Spirit to each individual believer.



(2)  The unity of the body of Christ or royal family is illustrated by a shield or escutcheon, which belongs to each one of us.  Each believer in the body of Christ carries the royal family of God coat of arms into the spiritual conflict of the Church Age.



(3)  The baptism of the Spirit is the means of establishing unity positionally.  Experiential unity requires that we learn unconditional love and apply it.



(4)  The results of the baptism of the Spirit are that we become a new spiritual species and royal family of God.  All Church Age believers are placed on an equal plane of royalty.  We are given a royal plan from God, called protocol, which is the mode of operation for royalty.



(5)  Unity also recognizes equal privilege and equal opportunity for the execution of God’s plan.



(6)  While the ministry of the Holy Spirit is the source of unity for the royal family of God, it is reconciliation at salvation that begins to establish unity.


g.  The Escutcheon of the Royal Family of God: “One Lord, one faith, one baptism.”


(1)  The Church Age believer receives the coat of arms of unity at the moment of salvation.  It is made up of these three phrases, “one Lord, one faith, one baptism.”  At the moment of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ, the unity, equality, and privilege of the royal family begins.



(2)  Unity begins with the fact that all believers have one Savior and only one Savior, indicated by the word “Lord.”  Unity begins with the fact that all believers are saved in exactly the same way: personal faith in Jesus Christ.  Unity begins with the fact that all believers have the same royal family privileges from the baptism of the Holy Spirit.



(3)  The source of unity and disunity.




(a)  God is not the author of sin and confusion.




(b)  When religion emphasizes people relationship over God relationship, it is inevitable that there will be discord, disunion, dissension, and dissidence.




(c)  Where Christianity emphasizes God relationship over people relationship, there will be consensus, unanimity, agreement, and harmony.




(d)  Cognition of the word of God is the basis of unity, concord, and harmony among believers.  Without the word of God, there is no harmony among believers.




(e)  Discord occurs in the royal family of God where ignorance of the mystery doctrine of the Church Age exists.




(f)  Dissension, division, and dispute originate from rejection or ignorance of Bible doctrine, plus the infiltration of human viewpoint, which inevitably exists where doctrine is rejected.  Sometimes people try to make doctrine conform to philosophical, scientific, or relative concepts of life, which only creates more confusion and destroys unity.




(g)  Consensus among believers can only exist where Bible doctrine is understood, metabolized, and applied.

 

(4)  The use of three genders (masculine, feminine and neuter) of the numeral “one” is a reminder of the fact that there is only one way of salvation, one royal family of God, one body of truth, and one protocol plan for the Church Age.

    

(5)  Unity is a state of being combined with others to form the greater whole.  At salvation through faith in Jesus Christ, all Church Age believers are entered into union with Jesus Christ to form the body of Christ through the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

    

(6)  “One Lord” means there is only one Savior.  Therefore it refers to the status of unity, harmony, and consensus with regard to salvation.

    

(7)  “One faith” means there is only one way of salvation.  Therefore, it refers to unity, unanimity, and agreement with regard to the way of eternal life.

    

(8)  “One baptism” means there is one royal family and one body of Christ.  Therefore, it refers to compatibility, conformity, and cognition of the same equal privileges and opportunities for all.  The baptism of the Spirit unifies us by giving us equal position, equal privilege and equal opportunity.




(a)  A new spiritual species is created and no one is any better than anyone else.




(b)  The royal family is elected to the equal privilege of predestination.



(c)  Positional sanctification has removed all barriers of arrogance and prejudice, barriers of antagonism and systems of discrimination, to include racial prejudice, sexual discrimination, cultural and social barriers, economic antagonisms, class distinctions, personality conflicts and antagonisms, political and ideological differences, environmental subjectivity, pre-salvation religious prejudice. 




(d)  Positional sanctification makes every believer higher than angels, Heb 1-2.




(e)  Eternal security is equal for all Church Age believers, winners and losers.  God cannot cancel your salvation, nor can you.




(f)  Union with Christ means we share certain things Christ has: His life, His righteousness, His election, His destiny, His sonship, His heirship, His priesthood.



(g)  We are equally adopted as sons of God, Eph 1:5.

h.  Unanimity begins at salvation.  We are expected and commanded to conform to God’s plan, will, and purpose.  God’s policy of grace is equal for all members of the royal family, just as His unconditional, unfading love is equal for all.

i.  Just as there is unity in the Trinity, so by the agency of God the Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ has created unity in the royal family, and unity between the Church Age believer and all three members of the Trinity according to the plan and will of God the Father.
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