Eph 2:20
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- is the appositional nominative second person masculine plural aorist passive participle from the verb EPOIKODOMEW, which means “to build something on something already built: build on to 1 Cor 3:10, 12, 14; Eph 2:20.”


The aorist tense is culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of a completed action as a fact.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has/have.”

The passive voice indicates that the God’s household or royal family receives the action of being built on something else.


The participle is circumstantial and translated “having been built upon.”
Then we have the preposition EPI plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun THEMELIOS, which means “foundation, and is used figuratively of the apostles and prophets in our passage, but also used by Paul in Rom 15:20; 1 Cor 3:10, 11, 12; 2 Tim 2:19.”
  With this we have the genitive of apposition from the masculine plural article and noun APOSTOLOS with the connective conjunction KAI and the masculine plural noun PROPHĒTĒS, meaning “of [with the idea consisting of] the apostles and prophets.”  Since we have an article followed by two nouns connective by KAI, you would think that the Granville-Sharp rule applies here, which says that the two things mentioned (apostles and prophets) are discussing the same person.  However, the Granville-Sharp rule does not apply to plural nouns.  What we have here are two distinct groups of people, who are united under the concept that they are all believers in Christ.  The distinction is between spiritual gifts: the spiritual gift of apostle and the spiritual gift of prophecy.  [Dr. Wallace in his Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics spends three pages (284-286) showing why this is true, and why the apostles are not identical to the prophets.]
“having been built upon the foundation consisting of the apostles and prophets,”
 - is the genitive absolute construction, in which we have the genitive masculine singular present active participle from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: being, is” functioning as a finite verb with the genitive third person masculine singular from the proper nouns CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, functioning as the subject of the genitive participle.

The present tense is an aoristic and static present for a present fact that will always be true—our Lord Jesus Christ is and always will be what is described here.


The active voice indicates that Christ Jesus produces the action of being something.


The participle is circumstantial.  All genitive absolute participles are always circumstantial.

With this we have the predicate genitive (see Wallace, p. 102) from the masculine singular adjective AKROGWNIAIOS, which means “lying at the extreme corner: cornerstone, used figuratively of Christ in Eph 2:20; 1 Pet 2:6.”
  “The genitive substantive makes an assertion about another genitive substantive, much like a predicate nominative does. The difference, however, is that with the predicate genitive the equative verb is a participle (in the genitive case) rather than a finite verb.”
  Then we have the appositional genitive masculine third person singular from the intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a reflexive pronoun, meaning “Himself” and referring to Christ Jesus, to which it is appositional.
“Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone,”
Eph 2:20 corrected translation
“having been built upon the foundation consisting of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone,”
Explanation:
1.  “having been built upon the foundation consisting of the apostles and prophets,”

a.  The sentence thus far reads: “As a result, therefore, you [Gentiles] are no longer foreigners and aliens, but you are fellow-citizens with the saints and members of God’s household [royal family], having been built upon the foundation consisting of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone,…”

b.  Paul continues with a further description of the members of the household of God (that is, the royal family of all Church Age believers) by comparing us to a spiritual building.  This is the building metaphor for the royal family of God.  Not only are we in the household of God, we are the stones of the building.


c.  The analogy is very simple here:



(1)  Our Lord Jesus Christ is the cornerstone of the building.  Everything is built around the cornerstone.  Christ as the cornerstone of the building is used many times in Scripture by various writers, because of the analogy given in the Old Testament and quoted in the New:




(a)  Isa 28:16, “Therefore thus says the Lord God, ‘Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone, a costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed.  He who believes in it will not be disturbed.’”



(b)  Ps 118:22, “The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief corner stone.”



(c)  Mt 21:42, “Jesus said to them, ‘Did you never read in the Scriptures, “The stone which the builders rejected, this became the chief corner stone; this came about from the Lord, and it is marvelous in our eyes?”’”



(d)  Mk 12:10, “Have you not even read this Scripture: ‘The stone which the builders rejected, this became the chief corner stone.’”



(e)  Lk 20:17, “But Jesus looked at them and said, ‘What then is this that is written: “The stone which the builders rejected, this became the chief corner stone”?’”



(f)  Acts 4:11, “He is the stone which was rejected by you, the builders, but which became the chief corner stone.”


(2)  Those with temporary spiritual gifts of super communication of doctrine, such as apostles and prophets, form the foundation for the Church.  They are the foundation because they were the first to believe in Jesus Christ as the Messiah, and because they were the first to teach the message of Christ and the mystery doctrines of the Church Age before the initiation and completion of the canon of Scripture.



(3)  All other believers in the Church Age form the stones of the building.

d.  The fact that the apostles are part of the foundation of the Church is also illustrated by the fact they are the foundation stones of the new Jerusalem, as mentioned in Rev 21:14, “And the wall of the city [the new Jerusalem] had twelve foundation stones, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.”

e.  Our Lord Jesus Christ is also called ‘the foundation’ of the Church in another building metaphor in 1 Cor 3:9-11, “For we are God’s co-workers; you are God’s cultivated field, God’s building.  On the basis of the grace of God, which was given to me for my benefit, as a wise master builder I laid the foundation, and another is building.  But let each [believer] see to it that he builds upon [the foundation].  For no one is able to lay a foundation other than the laid one, who is Jesus Christ.”

f.  “In the NT ‘to build’ is a metaphor for the work of God and His servants in order to establish the Church on earth.  One should not look for allegoric consistency.  Christ is called both the foundation (1 Cor 3:11) and the cornerstone (Eph 2:20–22); but elsewhere also the apostles and prophets are described as the foundation (Eph 2:20; cf. Rev 21:14).  There is no contradiction in this when we consider that Christ is known to us by the authoritative testimony of the apostles and prophets.”


g.  Jesus Christ, the creator of all things, is the master builder of all things related to God and spiritual things, as mentioned in Heb 3:4, “For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God.”

h.  The early apostles are well known to everyone.  They included the eleven disciples of our Lord with the addition of Paul.  However, those with the spiritual gift of prophecy are not as well know.  There was a temporary spiritual gift of prophecy (mentioned in 1 Cor 12-13), which was designed to teach the doctrine of future things before the New Testament canon was completed (such as the doctrines contained in the book of Revelation prior to it being written).  This spiritual gift also was able to predict certain future events necessary for the protection and guidance of the royal family.  It also got the unbeliever’s attention, so that those believers with the spiritual gift of evangelism could give them the gospel.



(1)  “The early Church had its own prophets.  The NT mentions several prophets from Antioch, including Agabus, who predicted a famine in Jerusalem through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit (Acts 11:27f; 13:1; 21:10); Judas and Silas, who encouraged the congregation at Antioch (15:32); and the four daughters of Philip (21:9).  As a result of Paul’s ministry at Ephesus, the Holy Spirit came upon the believers, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied (19:6).  At Pentecost the whole company of Jesus’ disciples (about 120 persons; see 1:15) were filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke in other tongues (2:4); this was interpreted as a fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy that God would pour out His Spirit and sons and daughters would prophesy [declare the gospel] (Acts 2:17f; cf. Joel 2:28f).


(2)  Prophets and apostles were the pillars of the early Church (Eph 2:20), and the gift of prophecy was listed immediately after the gift of apostleship (1 Cor 12:28; Eph 3:5; 4:11).  Paul never called himself a prophet, although he did claim to be an apostle.


(3)  In the Pauline epistles a prophet was one who called mankind to repentance [a change of mind about Christ] and the invitation to believe in Him (1 Cor 14:24).


(4)  Prophecy was a gift through which God revealed mysteries and knowledge (1 Cor 13:2; cf. 14:30).  It involved more than just teaching God’s word (cf. 1 Tim 1:18; 4:14); for the gifts of prophecy and teaching are often distinguished (Acts 13:1; 1 Cor 12:28; Eph 4:11).


(5)  Prophets were not limited to known traditions and doctrines, for they received new revelations about the present and future as well as the past.  The prophets were exhorted to examine one another’s works to make sure that no false teaching would arise (1 Cor 14:29; 1 Thes 5:20–22; 1 Jn 4:1).”

2.  “Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone,”

a.  As we saw above, Christ Jesus as the cornerstone of the house of God is a long standing metaphor from as early as the Psalms (circa 1000 B.C.)

b.  Peter understood this metaphor and used in extensively in 1 Pet 2:4-8, “Come to Him, the living stone, on the one hand having been rejected by men but on the other hand the precious, excellent [stone] before God.  In fact you yourselves as living stones are being built into a holy priesthood, a spiritual building, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  For it stands in the Scripture, ‘Behold, I will lay in Zion the precious, excellent cornerstone and he who believes in Him will never be disappointed.’  Therefore, honor belongs to those who believe in Him, but to unbelievers, ‘The Stone which the builders rejected, this One became the head of the corner.’  Also, ‘The stone that causes men to stumble and the rock which gives offense.’  Those who are disobedient are stumbling at this message; for this they were also appointed.”


(1)  Peter gives us the complete interpretation of Paul’s use of this metaphor, telling us that we ourselves are the living stones of this spiritual building.



(2)  Jesus Christ is the chief cornerstone of the building, and all Church Age believers are the stones of the spiritual building.



(3)  This spiritual building is related directly to our royal priesthood by Peter, just as Paul related this spiritual building to our membership in the royal household.


c.  Our Lord referred to Himself as the chief cornerstone in Mt 21:42 (compare Mk 12:10; and Lk 20:17) which I quoted above, and is explained by Peter to refer to our Lord Jesus Christ in Acts 4:11, “He is the stone which was rejected by you, the builders, but which became the chief corner stone.”

d.  Everything related to the Church Age believer is built upon the chief corner stone, Jesus Christ: our royal family status, our royal priesthood, our royal ambassadorship, and our spiritual life.


e.  We are everything because of Christ, and we are nothing without Him.
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