Eph 2:16



- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb APOKATALLASSW, which means “to reconcile” as also in Col 1:22.

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produced the action of reconciling both Jewish believers and Gentile believers.

The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose, continuing the purpose clause introduced by HINA.  The aspect of purpose is translated by the word “that.”  The contingency aspect of the subjunctive mood is translated by the word “might.”
Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and adjective AMPHOTEROI, meaning “both, but when used as a substantive it means ‘both together’, ‘both of them’ [or them both] Eph 2:14, 16, 18.”

“and that He might reconcile them both”
- is the preposition EN plus the locative of place/sphere from the neuter singular adjective HEIS, meaning “in one” and the noun SWMA, meaning “body.”  Then we have the dative indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “to God.”  This is followed by the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the masculine singular article and noun STAUROS, meaning “by means of the cross.”
“in one body to God by means of the cross,”
- is the appositional nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb APOKTEINW, which means “to do away with, put to death, eliminate.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of a completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has/have.”

The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial with the action being contemporaneous with the action of the verb APOKATALLASSW = to reconcile.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun ECHTHRA, which means “enmity, hostility, or hatred” and now refers to the hostility or enmity between Jew and Gentile.  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “by means of it” and referring back to the masculine singular noun STAUROS, the Cross.
“having put to death the hostility by means of it.”
Eph 2:16 corrected translation
“and that He might reconcile them both in one body to God by means of the cross, having put to death the hostility by means of it.”
Explanation:
1.  “and that He might reconcile them both”

a.  The entire sentence in verses 14-16 now reads: “For He Himself is our peace, who has caused to make both [Jew and Gentile] one and having torn down the dividing wall consisting of the barrier, the hatred, having abolished in His flesh the Law characterized by the commandments consisting in ordinances, in order that He might cause to create in Himself the two [Jew and Gentile believers] resulting in one new man [new spiritual species], producing peace, and that He might reconcile them both in one body to God by means of the cross, having put to death the hostility in Himself.”

b.  So what we have here is the continuation of God’s purpose to reconcile the Jew and Gentile into one new spiritual species.

c.  The root idea of the sentence is: “For He Himself is our peace, in order that He might cause to create the two resulting in one new man, and that He might reconcile them.


d.  Therefore, we see a double purpose of God with regard to the Church Age believer.


(1)  God desired to create a new type or kind of human being that combined both types of racial species (Jew and Gentile).



(2)  God desired to reconcile the hostility between the two racial species and then reconcile that new spiritual species to Himself.

e.  The words “them both” can only refer to Jews and Gentiles.  There are no other viable options.  God is certainly not attempting to reconcile believers and unbelievers, since unbelievers refuse to be reconciled to God Himself.  Also, God is certainly not trying to reconcile man and angels, since there is no real hostility between elect angels and mankind, and God is not attempting to reconcile believers with fallen angels.


f.  This also cannot refer to God attempting to reconcile both Jews and Gentiles to Himself, although He does do that, because that is not the context of the passage.


(1)  The phrase “has caused to make both one” certainly does not refer to God making human being “gods.”  Rather it refers to God making both Jew and Gentile one new spiritual species.



(2)  The phrase “that He might cause to create in Himself the two resulting in one new man” cannot refer to God causing to create a new type of human being of which He Himself becomes a part.  That is blasphemy.

g.  Therefore, God’s purpose in creating the new type of human being in Himself; that is, in union with Christ, is that He might reconcile the two types of human beings that had hated each other for the past 2200 years (from the time of Abraham circa 2170 B.C. until 30 A.D.)

2.  “in one body to God by means of the cross,”

a.  Paul continues by explaining the location, object, and means of this reconciliation.


(1)  The location of the reconciliation between the Jew and Gentile is in one body.



 
(a)  The one body is the body of Christ, which is mentioned several times in the New Testament.




i.  Rom 7:4, “Therefore, my brethren, you also were put to death with reference to the Law by the body of Christ, with the result that you belong to another,”




ii.  Rom 12:5, “so we, the many, are one body in Christ, and individually parts of one another.”




iii.  1 Cor 10:16-17, “The cup of consecration which we consecrate, is it not the participation in the blood of Christ?  The bread which we break, is it not participation in the body of Christ?  Because there is one bread, the many are one body; for we all share from one bread.”




iv.  1 Cor 12:12-14, “For just as the body is one [body] and has many parts, and yet all the parts of the body, although they are many, are one body, so also Christ.  For indeed, we all have been baptized [identified] by one Spirit into one body, whether Jews or Greeks or slaves or freemen, in fact we were all caused to drink one Spirit.  For indeed the body is not one part, but many.”




v.  1 Cor 12:27, “But all of you are the body of Christ and members individually.”




vi.  Eph 1:22-23, “And He has subordinated all under His feet; furthermore, He has appointed Him  ruler over all things for the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who has filled all winners with all things.”



(b)  So God’s purpose is to reconcile both Jews and Gentiles into one body, and that one body is the Church or royal family of God.


(2)  The object of reconciliation is “to God.”  Mankind is reconciled to God, because mankind sinned against God.  God does not need to be reconciled to mankind.  God has done nothing wrong.  The object of reconciliation includes all three members of the Trinity as deity.  However, it is specifically the perfect humanity of Christ that provides the reconciliation of mankind with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.


(3)  The means of reconciliation is the Cross.




(a)  This is obviously a reference to the spiritual death of our Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross as perfect, true humanity, being judged for our sins, and therefore, satisfying the justice and righteousness of God.




(b)  Jesus Christ is the agent of reconciliation and His spiritual death on the Cross is the means of reconciliation.



(c)  Jesus Christ had to become true humanity to demonstrate in the angelic conflict and testify before the Supreme Court of Heaven that a human being really was willing to obey the will of God.  What Adam failed to do in the Garden of Eden—obey the will of God, Jesus Christ did on the Cross.  Jesus Christ created mankind to prove to Satan and the fallen angels that a creature created by God with a totally free will would do what God wanted.  Satan argued that no creature with a truly free will would ever do what God wanted but only what the creature himself wanted (as Satan had done).  So Jesus Christ had to prove that a human being could be created with a truly free will that would do the will of the Father and resolve the argument.  By so doing, Jesus Christ, reconciled disobedient mankind to God by His obedience of going to and staying on the Cross.  Anyone who believes in Christ shares in our Lord’s obedience to God the Father by that faith in Christ.
3.  “having put to death the hostility by means of it.”

a.  The hostility mentioned here is the hostility between Jew and Gentile—the same thought that has run throughout Paul’s argument here.

b.  By believing in Christ, we are joined to Christ in a special relationship that forever does away with any genetic distinctions.  We are all made spiritually equal in Christ.  This forever ends the hostility between Jewish and Gentile believers, so that they are both one in Christ.

c.  But the reconciliation that Jesus Christ provided on the Cross for all mankind is also the reconciliation of mankind to God.  The follow through or overflow of the reconciliation of man to God extends to the reconciliation of all Church Age believers in the body of Christ.


d.  When Jesus Christ was put to death spiritually on the Cross, He was put to death for the personal sins of all mankind, both Jew and Gentile.  All mankind, regardless of race, was considered spiritually dead and in need of eternal salvation.


e.  The Jew is brought into reconciliation with God in the exact same way that the Gentile is brought into reconciliation with God.  Jesus Christ is the mediator and reconciler of both Jew and Gentile.


f.  All enmity, hostility, and hatred for fellow members of the body of Christ was positionally put to death at the Cross.  Now each member of the body of Christ has the responsibility for putting to death experientially in their spiritual life any enmity, hostility, or hatred toward others.


g.  This is accomplished through obedience to the divine command to “love one another even as I have loved you.” Jn 13:34; 15:9, 12.

h.  Just as the unconditional impersonal love of Jesus Christ for all mankind provided unlimited atonement and reconciliation of all mankind to God, so also God expects those who trust in the salvation provided by Christ to honor what He did for them on the Cross by doing away with all enmity, hostility, and hatred from our former life of spiritual depravity.


i.  Because Jesus Christ eliminated the hostility between Jew and Gentile by being judged for both, we now must eliminate all racial and genetic prejudice from our spiritual life.
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