Eph 2:1



- is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Also, Furthermore, moreover.”  The adjunctive idea is a focusing additive that introduces another thought into the discussion.  This is followed by the accusative subject-of-the-participle in an accusative absolute construction from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the believers to whom Paul is writing.  The personal pronoun functions as the subject of the accusative participle of the verb EIMI, which follows, forming an accusative absolute.  The accusative absolute construction is where a noun or pronoun in the accusative case is the subject of the action of a participle also in the accusative and grammatically unrelated to the subject of the main clause.  Then we have the accusative masculine second person plural present active participle from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”

The present tense is a historical present, in which the writer, for the sake of vividness or dramatic effect imagines that he and his readers are present and witnessing a past event.  He narrates the past event as though it were actually taking place.  The historical present is ordinarily translated into English by the simple past tense.


The active voice indicates that the believers to whom Paul writes formerly produced the action of being spiritually dead.


The participle is a temporal participle, looking back at the previous time when these believers were in a state of spiritual death.  It is translated “when you were.”  Paul’s point being that God made them alive together with (see verse 5, SUNZWOPOIEW = to make alive with) Christ when these believers were in the status of spiritual death.
This is followed by the predicate accusative from the masculine plural adjective NEKROS, used as a substantive, meaning literally “dead ones” and referring to the status of spiritual death, which begins at the point of physical birth and continues throughout a person’s life until the moment they believe in Christ.
“Furthermore when you were dead”
 - is the locative of sphere [“Sometimes it is easy to confuse a dative of reference/respect with a dative of sphere.  However, the resulting ideas frequently have the opposite meaning.  In Eph 2:1, whether you translate “although you were dead in the realm of your sins” or “although you were dead with reference to your sins” makes a great deal of difference.”
] from the neuter plural article and the noun PARAPTWMA, which means “a violation of moral standards, offense, wrongdoing, sin, used ordinarily of offenses against God Mt 6:15b; Mk 11:25, 26; Rom 4:25; 5:16; 2 Cor 5:19; Eph 1:7; 2:5; Col 2:13; Eph 2:1.”
  PARAPTWMA refers to “what a person has done in transgressing the will and law of God by some false step or failure—’transgression, sin.’  It is used in a number of contexts in a way in which it appears to be equivalent in meaning to HAMARTIA, but it is possible that PARAPTWMA focuses more upon unpremeditated violation of God’s will and law.”
  Then we have the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the locative of sphere from the feminine plural noun HAMARTIA with the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, which governs both nouns, meaning “your transgressions and your sins.”  The two articles with each noun indicate that PARAPTWMA and HAMARTIA are not the same thing, but two different aspects of the same concept.  The single concept is the violation of the will and standard of God.  There are two ways of doing that mentioned here: unpremeditated violation of God’s will, and premeditated violation of God’s will.  Ignorance is no excuse and both are just as wrong.
“in the sphere of your transgressions and your sins,”
Eph 2:1 corrected translation
“Furthermore when you were dead in the sphere of your transgressions and your sins,”
Explanation:
1.  “Furthermore when you were dead”

a.  Verses 1-3 says “Furthermore when you were dead in the sphere of your transgressions and your sins, in the sphere of which you formerly walked according to the age characterized by this world, according to the ruler over the domain of the air, over the spiritual state which is now working in the sons of disobedience, in connection with whom all we also formerly conducted ourselves in the lusts produced by our flesh by carrying out the desires of our flesh and thoughts; indeed, we kept on being by nature the children destined for wrath even as the rest.”


(1)  Note the explanatory statements in the middle of the sentence, which reduces the basic thought down to “When you were dead in your transgressions and your sins, indeed we also were by nature the posterity of wrath even as the rest.”  The transition from ‘you’ to ‘we’ is very awkward English, but undeniably what Paul wrote.  The main verb is found in the first person plural from EIMI in verse three: “we were.”  The next sentence is found in verses 4-7, introduced with the postpositive DE, which is often used to introduce a shift in thought (from our status of spiritual death to what God has done for us) with the main thought being “But God made us alive with Christ and raised us together and seated us together with Him.”


(2)  Paul is establishing the fact that the Gentiles as unbelievers were no different than the Jews as unbelievers.




(a)  Both were dead in their transgressions and sins.




(b)  Both walked according to the lifestyle of this world.




(c)  Both lived according to the spirit now working in unbelievers.




(d)  Both were conducting themselves in the lusts of the sin nature.




(e)  Both were indulging in the desires of the sin nature.




(f)  Both had the mental attitudes of spiritual death.




(g)  Both were by nature the posterity of wrath.



(3)  In other words there was no difference, no partiality between Jew and Gentile.  Both were spiritually dead and helpless to do anything about it.



(4)  Paul will also establish the fact (by repeating his introduction with a slight change of object from ‘you’ to ‘we’) that when we were spiritually dead in a state of transgressions, God made us alive with Christ, verse 5.  


b.  Compare Col 2:13, …

”Nevertheless, though you were dead ones in the sphere of your [personal] sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh [old sin nature], He [God the Father], having forgiven us all our sins, raised you together with Him [the Lord Jesus Christ].”
Notice the same accusative absolute and almost identical construction in Eph 2:5, 

c.  Therefore, we have three almost identical statements by Paul:

Eph 2:1, 

Eph 2:5,  

Col 2:13, …



d.  Eph 2:1-7 is full of digression.  Paul begins to say one thing, digresses to something else, and then comes back to his main thought, which he completes with more parenthetical thoughts.  Paul is not scatter-brained; he just has so much to say, he cannot get it all packed into one sentence.


e.  In spite of all this focus on structure, it is more important to not lose sight of the meaning and focus of what Paul is saying.  There was a time when all of us were spiritually dead.  It is also critical to understand that all of us were in the same state of spiritual death.  No human being has ever had immunity from spiritual death since the fall of Adam, except the perfect humanity of Christ, who was uniquely-conceived and uniquely-born.
The Doctrine of Spiritual Death
A.  General Definition and Description.

1.  Death is an existence, a status quo.  This emphasizes the fact that death is never a state of non‑existence.  However, death is a state or existence involving a change or separation.



a.  For example, the physical death of the believer is the separation of the soul and spirit from the human body and a change of residence to heaven.  He is “absent from the body and face-to-face with the Lord,” in a place of “no more sorrow, no more tears, no more pain, no more death; the old things have passed away.”


b.  For example, the physical death of the unbeliever is the separation of the soul from the body, and change of residence to Torments, a compartment of Hades.



c.  For example, the second death of the unbeliever is a change of residence from Hades to the Lake of Fire at the Last Judgment.


2.  In certain categories, death may also be classified as inability and helplessness, as is true with sexual death and real spiritual death.


3.  Death can also be classified as an existence of great happiness and blessing, like the death of the believer who dies under dying grace.


4.  The reason for this general definition and description of death is that there are seven categories of death mentioned in the Scripture.


5.  Spiritual death in the human race.  Real spiritual death occurs for us at birth; but occurred in the Garden of Eden for mankind.



a.  Spiritual death is the penalty of sin, and so given as a warning to our original parents in Gen 2:17, “dying thou shall die.”  When they partook of the forbidden fruit, they died spiritually.  The penalty was imposed at the fall of mankind.



b.  The imputation of Adam’s original sin to the genetically-formed old sin nature perpetuates spiritual death in the human race.  Rom 5:12, “Therefore, just as through one man [Adam] sin entered the world [Adam’s original sin], and death [real spiritual death] through that sin, so [real spiritual] death spread to all men because all sinned [when Adam sinned].”


c.  The entire human race is born physically alive but spiritually dead.  Mankind is not condemned by the imputation of his personal sins but through the imputation of Adam’s original sin.

B.  Definition of Spiritual Death.

1.  Spiritual death is the status quo of all members of the human race at the point of physical birth.  Spiritual death continues from birth until the person believes in Christ.



a.  All members of the human race are born spiritually dead, Rom 5:12; Eph 2:1.



b.  Spiritual death is our status quo from birth until regeneration.


2.  There are four characteristics of spiritual death.



a.  Total separation from God.  Man was created in a relationship with God.  But because of the fall of man in the Garden, man lost his human spirit and relationship with God.  We are now born separated from God.



b.  Total depravity.  We have a predilection for sin and following the dictates of the sin nature.  Total depravity is synonymous with human degeneracy.



c.  Total helplessness to attain salvation or a relationship with God through any form of works.  Our desire to be good or do good cannot establish a relationship with God.



d.  We are dichotomous, having a body and soul, but no human spirit.


3.  Other rational creatures, i.e., angels, have also undergone something similar to spiritual death.


4.  Spiritual death can therefore be classified as judgment from God.

C.  Categories of Spiritual Death.

1.  There are two categories of spiritual death.



a.  Real spiritual death, which is separation from God in a state of condemnation and sin.  This applies to man.



b.  Substitutionary spiritual death, which is separation from God in a state of perfection and impeccability.  This applies to Jesus Christ.


2.  Real spiritual death applies to Adam’s original sin and to the status quo of the human race at the point of physical birth.  Substitutionary spiritual death applies to the saving work of Jesus Christ on the cross.


3.  At the time when man sinned in the Garden of Eden, mankind entered into real spiritual death.  Rom 5:12, “For by one man sin entered the world and death by sin, so death passed upon all men for all have sinned.”

4.  There are seven results of Adam’s original sin in the garden.



a.  At the point of the original sin, Adam lost his rulership of planet earth to Satan.



b.  When Adam died spiritually, he entered into a state of total separation from God.  He was separated from God in a state of total helplessness; there was nothing he could do to regain his relationship with God.  God did all the work:  He came to Adam in the Garden, He did the judging and then provided the solution for our spiritual death.  Adam’s spiritual death was demonstrated by the fact that when Jesus Christ came in the garden, Adam hid himself from God.



c.  In spiritual death, Adam became dichotomous, having only a body and soul.  Real spiritual death means loss of the human spirit, by which we have fellowship with God.  1 Cor 2:14 calls unbelieving dichotomous man the PSUCHIKOS, or soulish man; cf. Jude 19.



d.  Adam’s original sin invented the old sin nature, which is genetically perpetuated to the entire human race.  From the old sin nature comes our total depravity, which includes both moral and immoral degeneration.



e.  The beginning of personal sins in the human race, perpetuated from generation to generation by the billions.  Spiritual death was perpetuated in the human race, Rom 5:12‑21.  This is why the unbeliever is dichotomous (1 Cor 2:14; Jude 19) and why the believer is trichotomous (1 Thes 5:23; Job 32:8; Phil 25; 2 Cor 7:13; Heb 4:12).



f.  The status of total helplessness to enter into a relationship with God on the basis of any human good, any human merit, or anything we can do, all of which is classified as dead works.




g.  The incarnation and Hypostatic Union is a direct result of Adam’s original sin, whereby our Lord Jesus Christ entered the world at the First Advent to provide the solution to spiritual death through His efficacious substitutionary spiritual death, His saving work on the cross.


5.  So real spiritual death is perpetuated in the human race at the point of physical birth because in every case Adam’s original sin is imputed to the genetically-formed sin nature.

6.  Therefore, two categories of spiritual death exist.



a.  The real spiritual death of Adam and the human race, a dichotomous separation from God in time.  This means total depravity, total separation from God, and total helplessness to attain a relationship with God on the basis of any human function.



b.  The substitutionary spiritual death of Christ on the cross is separation from God in a state of total perfection and impeccability.  Only the perfect, impeccable humanity of Christ became our substitute, received the imputation and judgment for all sins in the history of the human race down to the last sin of the Millennium.  1 Pet 3:18, “Because Christ also died once for our sins, the righteous one on behalf of the unrighteous ones, in order that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh [human body] but made alive by means of the Spirit [omnipotence of God the Holy Spirit].”

7.  In rightly dividing the Word of Truth, we must distinguish between the spiritual death of Adam in the Garden of Eden and the spiritual death of our Lord Jesus Christ on the cross, who is called the Last Adam.


8.  Adam’s original sin brought real spiritual death to the human race.  Our Lord’s sacrificial or substitutionary spiritual death on the cross brought eternal life to the human race.


9.  The real spiritual death of Adam made the human race dichotomous, having only body and soul.  Faith in the substitutionary spiritual death of Jesus Christ on the cross makes mankind trichotomous, having body, soul, and spirit.  We acquire a human spirit at the point of faith in Christ.


10.  Again, there are two categories of spiritual death.



a.  The real spiritual death of Adam and the human race is described in Rom 5:12-21.



b.  The substitutionary spiritual death of Christ on the cross is described in Rom 5:8.


11.  The only thing Adam’s spiritual death in the garden and our Lord’s spiritual death on the cross have in common is separation from God the Father in a state of judgment.


12.  Adam’s spiritual death was real and perpetuated to the entire human race through physical birth.  Our Lord’s spiritual death was substitutionary and provides eternal salvation at the point of regeneration.


13.  The spiritual death of our Lord Jesus Christ was unique, because all the time that He was bearing our sins, He remained perfect, impeccable, and trichotomous.  In fact, Jesus Christ was perfect before the cross, during the cross, and after the cross.  This was the only spiritual death in all of history in which the person remained perfect and impeccable and trichotomous, with body, soul, and spirit.


14.  The omnipotence of God the Father imputed all our sins to Christ on the cross.  Then the justice of God the Father judged every one of them.  This may be classified as substitutionary spiritual death and efficacious unlimited atonement.  Salvation was completed on the cross, as attested by His exclamation while still physically alive, “TETELESTAI.” i.e., “It has been finished in the past with the result that it stands finished forever.”

15.  The spiritual death of Christ on the cross is the only time in history where perfect and impeccable humanity was abandoned by God the Father under the principle of spiritual death.  Because our Lord remained perfect all the time He was bearing and being judged for our sins, His unique spiritual death is classified as substitutionary.


16.  This is why salvation is through faith in Christ.  Only faith can appropriate the solution for helplessness, because faith is a non-meritorious system of perception.  Faith is totally dependent upon the object, which is Jesus Christ for salvation.  Your attitude toward Jesus Christ determines your eternal future.

D.  The Spiritual Death of Adam.

1.  The spiritual death of Adam is the subject of Gen 2:17, 3:1ff; 1 Tim 2:13‑15.  The distinction between Adam’s original sin and the woman’s original sin is the subject of the parenthesis in 1 Tim 2:13‑15.  This passage explains why the old sin nature is passed down through the man.


2.  The divine institution of volition and marriage did not protect Adam and the woman from the fall in the Garden.


3.  Adam and the woman had everything any married couple could want without any of the problems of marriage like jealousy, money problems, children, etc., yet the marriage was still a failure.

E.  The Spiritual Death of the Human Race.

1.  Eph 2:1a, “And although you were dead in your transgressions and sins...” takes us back to the pattern of God’s grace in providing for our helplessness, our spiritual death.  Compare Eph 5:8, “For you were once in darkness...”

2.  The spiritual death of the human race is mentioned in Rom 5:12, “Therefore, just as through one man [Adam] sin entered the world [Adam’s original sin] and [real spiritual] death through that sin, so [real spiritual] death spread to all [mankind], because all [mankind] sinned [when Adam sinned].”


a.  At the point of our physical birth, Adam’s original sin is imputed to our genetically formed old sin nature for condemnation, because condemnation must precede salvation.



b.  The reason why Adam’s original sin is passed down, and not the woman’s original sin, is because Adam willfully sinned, knowing what he was doing.  Therefore, twenty-three male chromosomes which fertilize the twenty-three perfect chromosomes in the female ovum carry the old sin nature.  This is how the old sin nature is genetically formed and genetically perpetuated.



c.  Both the man and the woman are carriers of the old sin nature, which resides in every cell of the human body.  But the old sin nature is passed down through the man.  Only the twenty-three chromosomes in the female ovum are perfect, not contaminated with the old sin nature.



d.  The only way a person could be born perfect into this world was the way our Lord’s humanity came into this world.  A virgin pregnancy cuts off the transmission of the old sin nature in copulation.  The omnipotence of the Holy Spirit provided twenty-three perfect male chromosomes to fertilize the female ovum in Mary’s virgin pregnancy.  At the point of birth, God the Father imputed life to our Lord’s soul, but He did not impute Adam’s original sin because there was no old sin nature in our Lord.  Therefore, our Lord was born into the prototype spiritual life, where He remained throughout His life on earth.  Mt 1:20‑21, “Do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for that which has been conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  And she shall bear a son...”

3.  So real spiritual death is the affinity between Adam’s original sin and the genetically formed old sin nature.  Since we are born with the old sin nature, Adam’s original sin gravitates to it in every case.  This is the imputation of spiritual death, a manifestation of the wisdom of God.


4.  Since condemnation must precede salvation, God’s grace condemns us at birth, so that all those who die before reaching accountability are automatically saved.


5.  Through impeccability our Lord’s humanity in Hypostatic Union was qualified to go to the cross and suffer the substitutionary spiritual death, 1 Pet 2:24; Rom 5:8; 2 Cor 5:21; Isa 53:6b, “Therefore the Lord [omnipotence and justice of God the Father] has caused to fall on Him [substitutionary spiritual death of Christ on the Cross] the punishment for our sins.”
2.  “in the sphere of your transgressions and your sins,”

a.  Spiritual death occurred in the sphere of two types of sins:


(1)  Unpremeditated sins of ignorance, which are called “transgressions”, and 



(2)  Premeditated sins of cognizance, which are called “sins.”

b.  The fall of the woman in the Garden of Eden into spiritual death came as a result of being deceived by Satan.  Her transgression was an unpremeditated sin of ignorance.

c.  The fall of the man in the Garden of Eden was a premeditated sin of cognizance.  Adam’s premeditation didn’t take very long.  He realized exactly what had happened to his wife (spiritual death) and knew exactly what was about to happen to him if he ate the forbidden fruit (spiritual death).  He knew what he was doing, knew what would happen, thought about it, and choose to disobey God’s will.


d.  Regardless of whether our sins are sins of ignorance; that is “transgressions,” or whether they are sins of cognizance, all of our wrongdoing is sin against God.


e.  The term “wrongdoing” is the biblical term for the combination of transgressions and sins; that is, sins of ignorance and sins of cognizance.


f.  God holds us responsible for being wrong, even when we did not know what we were doing was wrong.  This is one of the hardest lessons to get through to children, especially teenagers, because their old sin nature so quickly and easily justifies their action by claiming, “but I didn’t know it was wrong” as if that somehow makes their action acceptable.

g.  Wrong action is never acceptable to God, whether we are deceived or not, or whether we are ignorant or not.  Wrong cannot be made right by “not knowing” it is wrong.  Wrong is wrong no matter what we know or don’t know.  Not knowing doesn’t make wrong right.


h.  Whether we know something is a sin or not makes no difference to God.  We still wanted to do it and we did it because we wanted to do it.  If it is a violation of the standard and principles of God, then it is a transgression of the will of God and a sin.

i.  Every single one of us were born with a genetically formed sin nature that became fully active at the point of physical birth.  We started producing sins of selfishness and sins of arrogance from the moment of birth.  Some of the sins we committed we committed in ignorance that they were a violation of the principles of God.  Other sins we committed we knew full well that we were violating the will of God and didn’t care, because we wanted what we wanted and were going to get what we wanted, no matter what.


j.  This status of ignorant and cognizant sinning is the status of spiritual death into which we are all born and from which none of us can escape.  Only God can save and deliver us from this condition we brought upon ourselves.
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