Eph 1:19



- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the predicate nominative from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “what.”  This is followed by the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”  We know this is an ellipsis from its previous inclusion earlier in this sentence (in the previous verses).  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular articular present active participle from the verb HUPERBALLW, which meant “originally ‘to cast beyond’ (e.g., in a spear-throwing contest), but came to mean to attain a degree that extraordinarily exceeds a point on a scale of extent: go beyond, surpass, outdo.  The participle means: surpassing, extraordinary, outstanding Eph 1:19; 2:7; 3:19; 2 Cor 3:10; 9:14.”


The article substantivizes the participle, making it an adjective modifying the following nominative neuter singular noun MEGETHOS, meaning “greatness.”  Thus we have “the surpassing greatness.”  Therefore, the verbal aspects of the participle are minimized.  This is followed by the attributive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun DUNAMIS with the possessive genitive of the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS used as a personal pronoun and meaning “His power.”  “Here ‘surpassing greatness of his power’” might equal ‘surpassingly great power’
 or “‘his exceedingly great power’.  In Eph 1:19 there are two expressions of degree,  and , which, though syntactically the head of the phrase, is semantically an expression of degree with  ‘power’.”

“and what [is] His surpassingly great power”
- is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place/direction from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, which means “to us” and referring to all Church Age believers.  With this we have the appositional accusative from the first person masculine plural present active participle from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “who.”

The present tense is a perfective present, which emphasizes the present reality of something which came into being in the past.  It is translated “have believed.”

The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers have produced the action of believing in the past, which is now emphasizes as a present reality and fact.


The participle is circumstantial.

“to us who have believed”
- is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference, which usually means “according to.”  However, “often the norm is at the same time the reason, so that in accordance with and because of are merged.  Instead of ‘in accordance with’ KATA can mean simply: because of, as a result of, on the basis of.”
  With the preposition we have the feminine singular article and noun ENERGEIA, which means “the state or quality of being active, working, operation, action, or function.”
  This is followed by the subjective genitive from the neuter singular article and noun KRATOS, which means “might, ruling power.”  Then we have the attributive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun ISCHUS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His capability to function effectively: strength, power, might.”
  The genitive of ISCHUS functions as an adjective modifying the word KRATOS; thus the translation “His mighty power” or “His powerful might.”  “The overwhelming greatness of the power of God as this is demonstrated in believers, is along the same lines as the outworking of the power of His might, as this is expressed in the resurrection of Christ, verse 20.”
 

“because of the working of His mighty ruling power,”
Eph 1:19 corrected translation
“and what [is] His surpassingly great power to us who have believed because of the working of His mighty ruling power,”
Explanation:
1.  “and what [is] His surpassingly great power”

a.  The context of Paul’s sentence is this: “I do not cease making mention in my prayers that you may know what [is] His surpassingly great power to us who have believed because of the working of His mighty power,”

b.  The word DUNAMIS is used of divine power; that is, the omnipotence of God.


(1)  Acts 1:8, “But you shall receive DUNAMIS, when the Holy Spirit comes upon you.”


(2)  Rom 1:20, “For His invisible attributes from the creation of the universe are perceived clearly, being understood by the things He has created, both His eternal DUNAMIS and divine nature, so that they are without excuse.”


(3)  Rom 9:17, “For the Scripture says about Pharaoh, ‘For this very reason I have caused you to appear [in history], in order that I might demonstrate My DUNAMIS by means of you, and in order that My Person might be proclaimed throughout all the earth.”


(4)  Rom 15:13, “Now may the God who produces confidence fill you with all happiness and prosperity by means of what you believe, in order that you may abound in confidence by means of the DUNAMIS of the Holy Spirit.”


(5)  Rom 15:19, “by the DUNAMIS of the signs [to the Jews] and wonders [to the Gentiles], in the DUNAMIS of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem on a circuit as far as Illyricum, I have brought to completion the good news of Christ.”


(6)  1 Cor 2:4-5, “And so my doctrine and my preaching were not by means of persuasive words of wisdom, but by means of the demonstration of the Spirit and [God’s] DUNAMIS, in order that your faith [what you believe] may not be in the wisdom of men but in the DUNAMIS of God.”


(7)  1 Cor 6:14, “Now God not only raised the Lord, but also will raise us from the dead through His power.”


(8)  2 Cor 4:7, “Now we have this treasure in earthen vessels, in order that the extraordinary quality of the DUNAMIS might be from God and not from the source of us.”


(9)  2 Cor 6:7, “with the message of truth, with the power of God; by means of the offensive and defensive weapons of righteousness,”


(10)  2 Cor 12:9, “And then He said to me for my benefit, ‘My grace has been and still is sufficient for you; for My DUNAMIS has been and still is being accomplished [performed, carried out, fulfilled] in the status of weakness.’  Most gladly, therefore, I will instead take pride in my weaknesses, that the DUNAMIS of Christ may reside in me.”

c.  The surpassingly great power is the power of God Himself.  Paul’s prayer, wish, and desire is that we come to know and thoroughly understand that divine power.


d.  The surpassingly great power of God includes:



(1)  The message of the gospel, Rom 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the purpose of salvation for all those who believe, not only to the Jew first but also to the Gentile.”


(2)  The gift of the Holy Spirit, Rom 15:13, “Now may the God who produces confidence fill you with all happiness and prosperity by means of what you believe, in order that you may abound in confidence by means of the power of the Holy Spirit.”


(3)  The power of God’s resurrection, Phil 3:10, “that I may come to know Him and the power of His resurrection and participation in His sufferings, taking on the same form [of sufferings] with reference to His death.”


(4)  The person of Christ, 1 Cor 1:24, “but to those who are the elect, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God.”

e.  We are commanded to become strong in the spiritual life by means of our relationship with the Lord, which means personal love for the Lord Jesus Christ, and by means of the power of God’s omnipotence, Eph 6:10, “From now on, start becoming strong by means of the Lord and by the power of His omnipotence” ().

f.  Therefore, Paul prays that we know God’s power and later in the same letter he commands that we become strong by means of this power.  This demands that we understand divine power; that is, the omnipotence of God, and how God’s power is related to us in the spiritual life.  Paul wants those who have believed in Christ to know and understand God’s surpassingly great power.

g.  Omnipotence means that God is all-powerful.  There is nothing God cannot do as long as it is compatible with His righteousness and justice.


h.  God has given His very own power to the Church Age believer in two ways:



(1)  We have the power of God the Holy Spirit, called the filling of the Spirit, which gives us the ability to do whatever God asks of us.



(2)  We have the power of the word of God in our soul, which also empowers us to know and motivates us to do what God wants.  The word of God is “alive and powerful.”

i.  The same power that raised Jesus Christ from the dead; that is, the omnipotence of God, has been given to the Church Age believer for the execution of the spiritual life.

j.  We have the same power available to us that was available to our Lord Jesus Christ during His human life on earth: the power of the word of God and the power of the filling of the Holy Spirit.  These are the two power options in the spiritual life.  They are options because we can reject them through apathy toward the teachings of the word of God, and through personal sin, which cuts off the power of the Holy Spirit.



(1)  The first power option—the filling of the Holy Spirit—is a grace gift from Jesus Christ after His resurrection, given to us the moment we believe in Christ.



(a)  Acts 1:8, “But You shall receive power after the Holy Spirit has come upon you;...”



(b)  Jn 14:26; 16:12-14, “You shall receive power after the Holy Spirit is given to you.”



(c)  Rom 15:13, “Now may the God who produces confidence fill you with all happiness and prosperity by means of what you believe, in order that you may abound in confidence by means of the power of the Holy Spirit.”


(2)  The second power option is the word of God circulating in our stream of conscious thoughts.



(a)  Heb 4:12, “The word of God is alive and powerful; sharper than any two-edged sword.”



(b)  1 Cor 2:16, “...but we have the mind of Christ.”


(3)  There are two ways of living your spiritual life after salvation.



(a)  You can have the power and precedence of the spiritual life our Lord lived, or

 

(b)  You can have a life of pride and prejudice.  If you accept the teaching of the word of God, you will come to the power and precedence of the Christian life.  If you reject the teaching of the word of God, you will come to pride (the function of the arrogance skills: self-justification, self-deception, self-gratification, and self-absorption) and prejudice (you will be full of mental attitude and verbal sins all your life).



(4)  Power and precedence is related to the power of the Lord Jesus Christ in His humanity during the dispensation of the hypostatic union.



(5)  Power and precedence is related to the two power options of the Christian way of life and the precedence established by the humanity of Jesus Christ in hypostatic union.



(6)  Precedence refers to the function of the humanity of Christ during the dispensation of the hypostatic union using divine problem solving devices in His soul to go to the Cross and receive the imputation of all our sins and their judgment.  For example, the motivation of His personal love for God the Father solved the problem of His not wanting to come into contact with sin.


(7)  You can have power and precedence or pride and prejudice (arrogance and legalism).  Power and precedence is the divine system of living.  Pride and prejudice is Satan’s system of living.

    

(8)  The filling of the Holy Spirit plus metabolized doctrine in the soul creates problem solving solutions in your soul.  This is exactly what our Lord Jesus Christ did as precedence in His first advent.

2.  “to us who have believed”

a.  This power has been given to all Church Age believers.  It was promised to us by our Lord (Jn 14:26; 16:12-14) and given to us at the point of salvation.

b.  This power could not be given to any of the disciples of our Lord until the beginning of the Church Age, which began the day the Holy Spirit was given to them as promised, Acts 2:1-4.

c.  God’s power was given on a limited basis to certain believers in the Old Testament, but never as it has now been given to the Church.


d.  God has done many wonderful things for us as members of the royal family of God, but one of the most important is the power to do exactly what He wants.


e.  Because we have God’s power available to us, we are totally without excuse if we do not make full use of this power by learning the word of God and being influenced by the Holy Spirit to obey the will of God.
3.  “because of the working of His mighty ruling power,”

a.  The word ISCHUS is a synonym for divine power as seen by Peter’s use of it in 1 Pet 4:11, “If anyone communicates, do it as though speaking the teachings of God; if anyone serves, do it as though from the strength which God [the Holy Spirit] provides, in order that God [the Father] may be glorified in the sphere of all things through Jesus Christ, to whom is the glory and the power (KRATOS) forever, I believe it.”

b.  The word KRATOS refers to the power to rule over others, or ruling power.  Paul uses the word KRATOS in:



(1)  Col 1:11, “because we have been endowed with all power (DUNAMIS) according to the standard of the ruling power (KRATOS) from His glory [divine essence] resulting in all endurance and patience associated with happiness,”


(2)  1 Tim 6:16, “the unique One having immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, Whom no one from mankind has seen nor is able to see; to Whom [be] honor, eternal ruling power.  Amen.”

c.  Peter uses KRATOS in:



(1)  1 Pet 4:11, “If anyone communicates, do it as though speaking the teachings of God; if anyone serves, do it as though from the strength which God [the Holy Spirit] provides, in order that God [the Father] may be glorified in the sphere of all things through Jesus Christ, to whom is the glory and the power (KRATOS) forever, I believe it.”


(2)  1 Pet 5:11, “To Him, the power forever.  I believe it.”

d.  Jude uses KRATOS in Jude 25, “to the only God, our savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, [belongs] glory, greatness, KRATOS and authority, before all the ages and now and throughout all the ages.  I believe it.”

e.  The word ‘dominion’ has been used in translation to describe this ruling power of God as in:



(1)  Rev 1:6, “and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father to Him be the glory and the dominion (ruling power =KRATOS) forever and ever. Amen.”


(2)  Rev 5:13, “And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, ‘To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever.’”

f.  Not only does our Lord Jesus Christ have power as omnipotent God, but He has also been given the full power and authority to rule over all His creation in hypostatic union.  He declared this to His disciples in:


(1)  Mt 11:27a, “All things have been handed over to Me by My Father;”


(2)  Mt 28:18, “And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.’”

g.  This ruling power was prophesied by Daniel, Dan 7:13-14, “I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days [God the Father] and was presented before Him.  And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every language might serve Him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.”

h.  Peter also mentions this ruling power in 1 Pet 3:22, “Who is at the right hand of God, having proceeded into heaven, the angels, both the authorities and the powers, being made subordinate to Him.”

i.  Paul refers to this same ruling power in:



(1) Phil 2:9-10, “Therefore also, God [the Father] has exalted Him [Jesus Christ] to the maximum and has graciously bestowed on Him the rank which is over and above every rank, in order that at the command of Jesus, every knee shall bow, of heavenly beings both the ones on earth and the ones under the earth [believers who died before the rapture occurred].”


(2)  Col 2:10, “and you are filled in Him, who is the authority over all rule and authority.”

j.  This ruling power is the subject of the rest of our context in Eph 1:20-22, “which [power] He put into operation by means of Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His own right hand in heavenly places, superior to every authority, both human power and authority as well as angelic power and authority, and superior to every title that can be named, not only in this age but also in the one destined to come [Millennium].  And He has subordinated all [insubordinate angels and humans] under His feet; furthermore, He has appointed Him ruler over all things for the church.”

k.  Paul wants us to know and understand God’s surpassingly great power which has been given to us, because our Lord’s mighty ruling power is now operational.


(1)  The Lord Jesus Christ’s ruling power over the Church is operational right now.  This means that Jesus Christ has complete control and authority over your life right now.



(2)  What our Lord does for us right now comes from the operation of His ruling power.



(3)  He has the power and authority to bless or discipline us right now, and is doing so.



(4)  We need to understand and recognize that we are under the ruling power of our Lord as we live our spiritual life, and there is nothing He cannot do for us through His omnipotence.  There is also nothing He cannot do to discipline us for our failures.



(5)  However, Paul’s emphasis is not on the negative, but on the positive.  Our Lord Jesus Christ has the omnipotence or power, and the dominion or ruling power to provide for us and make us successful in the spiritual life.  He has sent God the Holy Spirit to mentor us and has provided His thinking to direct us.  There is nothing He cannot and will not do for us.  We need to recognize, understand, and know this as a reality in our spiritual life.



(6)  Jesus Christ is using His mighty ruling power for us now.  It is operational and functioning on our behalf.



(7)  Our Lord’s power on our behalf is beyond great; it surpasses great; it is a surpassingly great power operating and functioning in our life every day.  This is why Jesus Christ controls every detail of our life.  Nothing happens to us without His consent.



(8)  We are His body and His bride.  He protects us in every way through His mighty ruling power.
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