Eph 1:16



- is the strong negative OU, meaning “not” plus the first person singular present middle indicative from the verb PAUW, which means “to stop oneself (middle voice); to cease.”

The present tense is a descriptive and customary present, which describes what Paul is now doing and continues to do on a customary basis.  This is also an iterative present for what he does at various intervals—daily prayer.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, which lays stress on Paul as the subject producing the action.  Paul personally is responsible in his prayers for these positive believers.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative masculine first person singular present active participle from the verb EUCHARISTEW, which means “to give thanks.”

The nominative case is very interesting here, since we would expect to see the accusative following the main verb.  However, the main verb is in the nominative case and the participle is called a “supplementary participle to a vague verb.  Some verbs serve only to introduce a participle.  These are verbs that mean ‘begin,’ ‘continue,’ ‘cease,’ ‘rejoice,’ ‘be displeased with,’ ‘happen,’ ‘perceive,’ ‘appear to be,’ and ‘find.’  Eph. 1:16, ‘I do not cease giving thanks for you.’”
  “The complementary participle completes the thought of another verb.  It is especially used in combination with a verb suggesting a consummative (e.g., ‘stop’ []) or sometimes a progressive (e.g., ‘continuative’ idea.”
  The case of the main verb seems to be attracted to the participle.  This could also be regarded as what Wallace calls a nominative ad nauseum, “also known as the aporetic nominative (from the Greek word , “I am at a loss”), this is the category one should appeal to when another slot cannot be found.  The title is descriptive not of the nominative but of the feeling one has in the pit of his/her stomach for having spent so much time on this case and coming up with nothing.”


The present tense is a customary and descriptive present as above.


The active voice indicates Paul produces the action.


The participle is a supplementary participle.
Then we have the preposition HUPER plus the genitive of advantage from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “for you.”
“do not cease giving thanks for you,”
 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun MNEIA, which means “mention in our literature only of mentioning in prayer Rom 1:9; Phile 4; Eph 1:16; 1 Thes 1:2; Phil 1:3.”
  This is followed by the appositional nominative first person masculine singular present middle participle from the verb POIEW, which means “to make, do, produce.”

The present tense is an iterative present for what occurs at successive intervals or habitually occurs.


The middle voice emphasizes Paul as being personally responsible for his own prayers and what he says in those prayers.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of time from the feminine plural article and noun PROSEUCHĒ with  the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “during my prayers (see Brooks & Winbery, Syntax of NT Greek, p. 11), at the time of my prayers, or in my prayers.”
“making mention in my prayers,”
Eph 1:16 corrected translation
“do not cease giving thanks for you, making mention in my prayers,”
Explanation:
1.  “do not cease giving thanks for you,”

a.  The sentence thus far reads: “For this reason, I also, when I heard about your own faith in the Lord Jesus and your unconditional love toward all the saints, do not cease giving thanks for you, making mention in my prayers,”

b.  Paul doesn’t spend every moment of every day giving thanks for these positive believers.  However, he makes it a habit every day to pray for them.

c.  One of the most critical items of prayer we should have on a consistent basis is our daily prayers for those believers who are positive to the teaching and will of God.  Why?  They are the ones for whom Jesus Christ controls history, and they are the ones providing blessing by association to us.


d.  A great deal of our blessing comes from the positive volition of friends and loved ones, but especially those who are invisible heroes that we know nothing about.


e.  Gratitude for the positive volition and obedience of others to the will of God comes from a mental attitude of genuine humility.  The arrogant person is so busy thinking about themselves and what they want that they don’t even think about being thankful for what others are doing for them.


f.  This habit of prayer was consistent throughout Paul’s spiritual life to all positive believers equally.


(1)  1 Thes 1:2, “We give thanks to God at all times concerning all of you, personally making mention in our prayers,” written about 51 AD.



(2)  2 Thes 1:3, “We are obligated to give thanks to God at all times concerning you, brethren, as is proper, because your doctrinal understanding is growing beyond all expectations and the virtue-love of each one of all of you toward one another keeps on increasing,” 51-52 AD.


(3)  1 Cor 1:4, “I give thanks to my God (F) at all times on behalf of you because of the grace from God (F), which (grace) has been given to you in Christ Jesus,” written before Easter in 57 AD.



(4)  Rom 1:8, “First, I give thanks to my God through the agency of Jesus Christ concerning all of you that your faith (in Christ and Bible doctrine) has been and continues to be proclaimed in the whole (Christian) world.”  Written about 57-58 AD.



(5)  Col 1:3, “We give thanks at all times to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, while praying concerning you,” written 63 AD



(6)  Phil 1:3, “I give thanks to my God at every memory of you,” written 64 AD.

g.  Throughout his life Paul never ceased giving thanks for those who were positive to the gospel and kept on growing in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.


h.  Our Lord prayed for those who remained positive to His ministry and message, Jn 17:6-21.


i.  Our application: Make it a habit of prayer to pray for those who have believed in Christ that they may understand the importance of God’s word and may seek His word and His will in their spiritual life.

2.  “making mention in my prayers,”

a.  Paul mentions his gratitude and thankfulness for these positive believers in his prayers.  This was certainly true of his private prayers, to which this statement refers, but was probably also true of his public prayers as well.

b.  Paul had an effective prayer life.  Prayer under the influence of the Holy Spirit and the teaching of the word of God is the most powerful thing God has given the believer, who has been left behind on earth to fulfill His will.

c.  Thanksgiving to God for others in prayer brings forth the power of God in blessing on those for whom the prayer is made.  This is the power of prevailing prayer.


d.  Prayers of thankfulness for others brings blessing from God on both those for whom we are thankful and for us as well for executing the will of God by obeying the command to pray for others.


e.  Paul prayed for other believers because:



(1)  God commanded him to do so.



(2)  Paul loved them unconditionally.



(3)  Paul wanted God to bless them.



(4)  Paul had genuine gratitude for them.


f.  Paul did not just casually mention them in passing in his prayers, but prayed specifically for their continued spiritual growth and spiritual prosperity.  He wasn’t checking off a box on his prayer list, having fulfilled his duty that day.

g.  Prayer for others includes both thanksgiving and petition.



(1)  Prayers of thanksgiving for others are thanking God for providing these people in our lives as a part of God’s fantastic plan of blessing for us.



(2)  Prayer petitions for others are asking God to continue to provide for them in whatever their particular needs might be.


h.  Both of these things should be a part of mentioning others in our prayers.


i.  Many of these new believers Paul had never met and did not know, yet he is still thankful for them and the blessing they are bringing to others because of their positive volition to doctrine.  You do not have to know other believers to pray for them.  Others need your prayers whether you know them or not.  There are thousands upon thousands of believers in the world right now who are critical to God’s plan and are executing the will of God and doing exactly what God needs done in the angelic conflict.  They are in need of our prayers, and we may never know them until after the resurrection of the Church and the Second Advent of Christ.
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