Col 1:1



- is this is the nominative masculine singular subject from the Roman proper name PAULOS, the Roman name of the Jew named Saul of Tarsus.  The name first occurs in Acts 13:9, “But Saul, who was also known as Paul, having been filled with the Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and spoke.”  His Roman name (Paul) was given to him at birth by his father, but because he lived among Jews, he generally did not use his Roman name.

 - is the independent nominative or nominative absolute from the masculine singular noun APOSTOLOS, transliterated as “apostle,” but meaning “the commander.”  When as idea is conceived independent of any particular verbal relations, the expression of it may be left standing alone in the nominative, with some descriptive or explanatory phrase added.  Thus employed, the nominative names an idea rather than an object.  This frequently occurs in salutations, cf. 1 Cor 1:1.  Notice also that this is the anarthrus use of the noun—there is no definite article.  This is very dramatic and forceful in Greek.  Paul is making these believers sit up and pay attention right from the beginning.


1.  Meaning.



a.  APO is the preposition meaning “from, out from, away from.”


b.  STOLOS is a noun used at various times in Greek history for various things in the military: military equipment, a military expedition, a journey, a voyage, a sea-force, a fleet, an army.



c.  The noun APOSTOLEUS was used for a magistrate who had to equip a fleet for service.



d.  The adjective APOSTOLĒ meant sending off or away, dispatching, an expedition.



e.  The noun APOSTOLOS came to mean a messenger, an ambassador, an envoy, a naval squadron or expedition, and finally the commander of the joint task force (i.e., Army and Navy).


2.  Paul uses the term “apostle” here to establish his authority over the members of the Colossian church, so that the issue will be clear between him and the false teachers of incipient Gnosticism.

 - are the genitive masculine singular proper names CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “Christ Jesus.”  There are three possibilities here.


1.  This may be the descriptive genitive from the proper nouns Christ and Jesus.   “When a genitive stands out boldly in its typical significance, without shading off into combination with some contextual idea, we then classify it as a descriptive genitive.”  (What did he say?  When the word in the genitive simply describes some characteristic of the word it is modifying and the context gives us no reason to think the word is being used in any special sense, then it is probably descriptive, since this is the most common use of the genitive.)


2.  This may be the possessive genitive.  This is used when the writer wants to emphasize that the word in the genitive (here Christ) owns the noun which it modifies (apostle); hence, Christ Jesus’ apostle.  This would be an indirect way of telling the Colossian believers that Paul has special authority over them, since he is Christ’s very own apostle, having been sent to them.  This is certainly more forceful than the descriptive genitive above.


3.  This may be the ablative of source.  This is used when that which is named in the noun modified by the ablative (apostle) owes its existence in some way to that which is denoted in the ablative (Christ).  In this sense, it would be translated, “Paul, the apostle from Christ Jesus.”  This is the most dramatic and dynamic of the three possible meanings.  It also fits in context with the dramatic use of the nominative absolute mentioned above “the apostle.”
“Paul, the apostle from Christ Jesus”
 - is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the neuter singular noun THELĒMA, which means “will, desire, plan, or purpose.”  The ablative is not the regular case used in expressing means, but may be used when the expression of means is accompanied by an implication of origin or source.  Here, God is the origin or source of the will or desire, which made Paul an apostle.  It can be translated either “through the will of God” or “by means of the will of God.”  THEOU is the descriptive genitive masculine singular from the proper noun THEOS, “of God.”
“through the will of God,”
- is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and”, plus the nominative masculine singular proper noun TIMOTHEOS, which we transliterate as “Timothy.”  Paul now picks up the thought where he left off “Paul...and Timothy...”
- is the definite article is used here as a possessive pronoun (something the Koine Greek loves to do), meaning “my” along with the nominative of exclamation from the masculine singular  noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brother.”  (The nominative is used without a verb when it is desired to stress a thought with great distinctness.)  ADELPHOS is frequently used in the New Testament as a technical term meaning “fellow-believer.”
“and Timothy my fellow-believer”
Col 1:1 corrected translation
“Paul, the apostle from Christ Jesus through the will of God, and Timothy my fellow-believer”
Explanation:
1.  Paul’s primary purpose in this verse is to establish his authority with the believers in and around the area of Colossae, believers which he had yet to have the privilege of teaching face to face.

2.  Paul establishes his authority in three ways.


a.  He reminds these believers that he is an apostle.  Therefore, he carries more spiritual authority than any other believer in the world who is not an apostle.


b.  He reminds them that he too was commissioned by Christ directly as an apostle.  This is to prevent them from being persuaded by someone coming along and claiming to be an emissary from one of the other apostles.  His authority as an apostle direct from Christ carries far more weight than an emissary from another apostle.


c.  He reminds them that his commission as an apostle of Christ is a direct result of the will of God the Father.  Thus, Paul himself had nothing to do with becoming an apostle.  He did not seek the office nor desire to be an apostle.  In fact, he did everything possible to not even become a believer.  And even as a believer, God the Holy Spirit permits Paul to correctly judge himself as the least of all saints and not worthy to be called an apostle: Eph 3:8; 1 Cor 15:9; 1 Tim 1:12-16.

3.  Finally, Paul acknowledges the delegated authority of his faithful co-worker, Timothy, who would become the prominent pastor in Western Asia Minor in the next generation.

4.  Application.  You, as a believer, have both temporal and spiritual authority over you everywhere you go.  No one is exempt from being under authority.  Therefore, the Bible demands that we orient to and accept that authority.  Any believer who rejects God delegated authority rejects God.  And no one rejects God’s authority without gracious and fair, yet painful, divine discipline.

Doctrine of Apostleship
A.  Etymology

1.  The Greek word is APOSTOLOS.  When used without a definite article, as in Col 1:1, the high quality of the noun is emphasized.  “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ.”  Paul had the highest rank ever given to a member of the Royal Family of God in the Church Age.  As a Roman citizen, Paul carried authority in the Middle East.  As a Pharisee, Paul carried authority in Judea.  But as an apostle in the Royal Family of God, Paul reached the peak of rank and authority.


2.  APOSTOLOS, an Attic Greek word, was already 500 years old when used in the New Testament.  It was originally used for a high‑ranking admiral or general officer chosen by a counsel to command either an army or an Athenian fleet on a military expedition, generally against the Spartans.


3.  Its third meaning, used less extensively, was for whoever was in command of a band of Greek colonists when they would leave Athens and go elsewhere to establish a Greek colony.  The governor of the founded colony was called an APOSTOLOS.


4.  Hence, the word connotes command responsibility.  Both uses of APOSTOLOS, for a commander of a military or naval expedition and for the governor of a Greek colony, are found in the New Testament.


5.  This word is used in the New Testament epistles in a special way for a temporary spiritual gift.  There are certain spiritual gifts which were temporary because there was no Scripture for the Church Age to explain the protocol plan of God.  It had not yet been reduced to writing.  The highest of all these temporary spiritual gifts was apostleship.

B.  New Testament Use of APOSTOLOS.

1.  Until the Canon of Scripture was completed and circulated, apostleship was a gift of super‑authority beyond the local church level.


2.  There were two categories of apostles in the early church which correspond with the two uses of APOSTOLOS:



a. The twelve men with the spiritual gift of apostleship, analogous to the commander of a military or naval expedition.



b. Pioneer missionaries as a delegated function in the early church, analogous to the founder and governor of a Greek colony.

C.  The Spiritual Gift of Apostleship.

1.  The gift of apostleship is the first and highest of all spiritual gifts ever given.  This gift had maximum command authority.  It is listed in 1 Cor 12:28 and Eph 4:11.


2.  The apostles with supernumerary powers were twelve men in the early church who had the spiritual gift.  Eleven of these were carried over from being the apostles to Israel in Matt 10:2‑4.  The only one not carried over on that roster was Judas Iscariot.  Therefore, the Bible distinguishes between the apostles to Israel and the apostles to the Church.  James, the Lord’s half brother, and Paul replaced Judas Iscariot according to 1 Cor 15:3‑10.


3.  The spiritual gift of apostleship carried the highest authority God has ever delegated in the Church Age.  The apostle had authority over all local churches, in contrast to the pastor whose authority is limited to only one local church.  In 1 Cor 12:28, the gift of apostleship is first in order of merit.


4.  The spiritual gift of apostleship carried fantastic absolute authority.  It was designed for two purposes: 

  

a. The formation of the Canon of Scripture, the New Testament.  This absolute authority was restricted to the pre‑Canon period of the Church Age, from 30 to 96 A.D.



b. Leadership in the pre-Canon period of the Church Age.  This involved the establishment of local churches, the clarification of the mystery doctrine of the Church Age until the Canon was completed, the maintenance of a true systematic theology with dispensational emphasis, the training of pastors, and the establishment of local church policy.  The gift also functioned in sending out colonial apostles (super-missionaries).


5.  Apostles were not appointed until after the resurrection of Christ.  Eph 4:8, “And He has distributed spiritual gifts to men.”  Eph 4:11, “And He gave some apostles.”  1 Cor 12:11, 28.  Until Christ’s session there were no apostles.


6.  The spiritual gift of apostleship was temporary and discontinued after the completion of the Canon.  The removal of this temporary gift began with the post‑Canon period of the Church Age.


7.  1 Cor 12:11 says the Holy Spirit’s sovereignty bestowed the gift of apostleship:  “But one and the same Spirit [Holy Spirit] energizes all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.”  1 Cor 12:28, “Furthermore, God has appointed first apostles.”  That means first in order of authority and power.

D.  The Roster of the Spiritual Gift of Apostleship.

1.  Distinction must be made between the two categories of apostles.



a. Our Lord’s appointment of apostles to Israel during the great power experiment of the Hypostatic Union, Matt 10:2‑4.



b. The twelve apostles appointed for the pre‑canon period of the Church Age.


2.  The roster of the first eleven men with the gift of apostleship is as follows.  As with any group, some men were more active, and some were almost honorary apostles.  These eleven were apostles to Israel for three years, and apostles to the Church until A.D. 96.



a. Simon‑Peter, one of the three most active apostles.



b. Andrew, his brother, who was almost an honorary apostle because he did so little and had a very short life.



c. James and John, John being one of the most active and who lived the longest.  These two sons of Zebedee, James and John, came from a very wealthy family.  He wrote 1, 2 and 3 John, Revelation, and the Gospel of John.



d. Philip, who also had the gift of evangelism, which he used extensively.



e. Bartholomew, also called Nathaniel, an honorary type.



f. Doubting Thomas, also called Didymus, meaning a twin.  He did very little according to the Bible.  But extra‑Biblical sources indicate that he went to India and did a lot of work there.



g. Matthew, alias Levi, a writer.



h. Simon the Canaanite, an honorary; he did the least.



i. James, the son of Alphaeus, who disappears immediately.  He is mistakenly called “James the Lesser.”  But just because we know so little about him doesn’t mean he’s inferior.



j. Thaddaeus, also called Jude, who wrote the Book of Jude.  These eleven are mentioned first in Matt 10:2‑4 as apostles to Israel.  They were the eleven disciples of our Lord who later became apostles.


2.  The last two apostles were James, the Lord’s half brother, and Paul.  But before he was recognized as such, a farce occurred in Acts 1.  Peter suggested that they elect someone to take the place of Judas Iscariot.



a. The Bible teaches that Jesus Christ gave the first spiritual gifts to the Church on the Day of Pentecost; after that, they are sovereignly bestowed by the Holy Spirit.  You do not elect what is sovereignly given by God!  You cannot elect greatness.  The church voted for Matthias.  But Matthias was not appointed by God to replace Judas, Acts 1:15-26.  The volition of mankind is never involved in spiritual gifts.   



b. The twelfth man was to be the apostle Paul, 1 Cor 15:7‑10, “Then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all, as it were, to one untimely born [a bastard], He appeared to me also on the Damascus Road.  For I am the least of the apostles who am not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church.  But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove empty [vain], but I labored even more than all the rest [the eleven]; yet not I, but the grace of God with me.”



c. One of the requirements for this spiritual gift was that the apostle see the resurrected Christ.  Paul saw the resurrected Christ on the Damascus Road according to Acts 9:3‑6, 22:6‑11, 26:13‑18.  Then He appeared to Paul again in Arabia.  Then He appeared to Paul in the temple, Acts 22:17‑21.  Finally, He appeared to Paul in prison, Acts 23:11.  So Paul saw the resurrected Christ on four different occasions.



d. In genuine humility, Paul wrote (in Timothy) that he was the worst sinner who ever lived, and here that he was the least of all the apostles.  As an unbeliever, Paul murdered many Christians.  Yet he became the greatest Church Age Christian!



e. Paul became an apostle as a result of the sovereign decision of Jesus Christ according to Eph 4:11.  Paul was given the spiritual gift by the Holy Spirit according to 1 Cor 12:11.



f. Add to this 1 Tim 1:12‑14.  “I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who made me strong, because He considered me faithful, putting me into the ministry.  And even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor, but I have received mercy because, being ignorant, I did it in unbelief.  And the grace of our Lord was superabundant with faith and love in Christ Jesus.”

E.  Office of Apostleship:  Pioneer Missions.

1.  The pioneer missionaries could be classified as colonial or delegated apostles, or missionary/ruler types in the early church. They had tremendous powers, but they were delegated powers.  In effect, they were colonial missionaries.  They were called apostles, because APOSTOLOS is also used for a Greek who founded and governed a colony.


2.  This is the true concept of sending out missionaries today.  A missionary team should go to a country to form churches in that country.  This requires evangelism, recognizing those men with the spiritual gifts of communication, and then training those men so that eventually indigenous local churches are established.


3.  Colonial apostles had lesser spiritual gifts:  pastor‑teacher, prophecy, evangelism, and they had the authority to establish churches.  They were, in effect, pioneer missionaries sent out under the authority of the spiritual gift of apostleship.


4.  Colonial apostles included men like Barnabas, James the Lord’s half brother, Apollos, Silas (Silvanus), Timothy, Titus, Epaphroditus, Andronicus and Junia.  They are called apostles in the sense of being pioneer missionaries, but not in the sense of having the spiritual gift of apostleship.  They had the delegated authority to establish churches, analogous to colonies which were founded in different parts of the Roman world, some as far as India and China.



a. Barnabas was an apostle in this sense, as documented in Acts 14:14 and Gal 2:9.  He had the authority to go out and form churches, recognize those men with the spiritual gift of pastor‑teacher, train them, appoint them to certain churches, and then leave.



b. James, our Lord’s half‑brother, had this same delegated authority of an apostle, 1 Cor 15:7 and Gal 1:19.



c. Apollos is called an apostle in 1 Cor 4:6, 9.  He was Paul’s delegate to Corinth.



d. Titus had the power to form churches in Crete, 2 Cor 8:23.  He had the authority, but not the gift.



e. Epaphroditus, mentioned in Phil 2:25, had this pioneer missionary gift.



f. Andronicus and Junia, Rom 16:7.



g. Silvanus and Timothy, 1 Thes 1:1, 2:6.


5.  These men did not have the spiritual gift of apostleship, but they did have delegated authority to fulfill the indigenous missionary principle through the establishment of local churches in different parts of the Roman world.


6.  Those with the office were the colonial apostles who had lesser spiritual gifts, such as pastor‑teacher, prophet, evangelist; they did not possess the gift of apostleship.  They had the delegated authority to function under the indigenous principle in training pastors and establishing local churches, both outside and inside the boundaries of the Roman Empire.

F.  Additional Spiritual Gifts of Apostles.

1.  To establish authority, the apostle had additional spiritual gifts provided in order to identify him as having the proper authority.


2.  The apostles were identified by the use of several temporal spiritual gifts, so that there was no question as to who had this gift.  They had certain temporal gifts which were used as their credit card to establish that they had the gift of apostleship.


3.  The temporal gifts included miracles, tongues, and healing: Acts 5:15, 16:16‑18, 28:8‑9.  Tongues was the first gift withdrawn, for once Israel went out in 70 A.D., no one again legitimately spoke in tongues.


4.  Once the authority of the apostle was established, and once he was so identified throughout the Roman Empire, these temporary gifts were no longer necessary and were removed.  For example, Paul initially had the gift of healing, Acts 19:11‑12.  But he no longer had it at the time when several of his closest friends were ill or dying, for by this time his identity and authority as an apostle had been established.  He could not heal Epaphroditus in Rome in Phil 2:27.  He had to leave Trophemus behind because he could not heal him in 2 Tim 4:20.

G.  Summary.

1.  Apostleship is a unique spiritual gift sovereignly delegated by our Lord Jesus Christ according to 1 Cor 12:27‑28, Eph 4:11, and Col 1:1.


2.  Today, all spiritual gifts are permanent spiritual gifts and given at the point of salvation by God the Holy Spirit.


3.  In the pre‑Canon period of the Church Age, certain temporary spiritual gifts were given to carry on with the Church until the Canon of the New Testament had been completed and circulated.


4.  Certain gifts such as apostleship, prophecy, miracles, healing, tongues, the interpretation of tongues, the gift of knowledge and wisdom, the gift of exhortation, the gift of discerning spirits and the temporary gift of faith are all out of function now.  None of them have been operational since 96 A.D.


5.  Once the Canon of the New Testament was completed and circulated, all temporary spiritual gifts were withdrawn.


6.  The apostles to the Church were not appointed until after the resurrection of Christ according to Eph 4:8 cf. 4:11.


7.  Therefore, the apostles to the Church are not to be confused with the apostles to Israel, Matt 10:2‑4.


8.  The spiritual gift of apostleship exercised authority over numerous local churches until the completion of the New Testament.


9.  In the post‑Canon period of the Church Age, all local churches are autonomous under the authority of a pastor‑teacher.


10.  John was the last of the apostles and functioned as a minister at Ephesus.  John lived into the reign of the Antonine Caesars.


11.  Any claim of apostleship today is heresy and blasphemy.


12.  In order to execute their ministry, the spiritual gift of apostleship was accompanied by other temporary spiritual gifts.


13.  The apostle, as a human author of the New Testament, prophesied details of the eschatological dispensations which follow the Church Age, both the Tribulation and the Millennium.
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