Outline of Acts by John B. Polhill


I.  The Spirit Empowers the Church for Witness (1:1-2:47)


1.  Literary Prologue (1:1-2)


2.  Instructions Preparatory to Pentecost (1:3-5)


3.  Christ’s Legacy: The Call to Witness (1:6-8)


4.  The Ascension of Christ (1:9-11)


5.  Preparation in the Upper Room (1:12-14)


6.  Restoration of the Apostolic Circle (1:15-26)



(1) Judas’s Defection (1:15-20a)



(2) Matthias’s Installation (1:20b-26)


7.  Miracle at Pentecost (2:1-13)



(1) The Gift of the Spirit (2:1-4)



(2) The Witness to the Spirit (2:5-13)


8.  Peter’s Sermon at Pentecost (2:14-41)



(1) Scriptural Proof Concerning the Pentecost Experience (2:14-21)



(2) Scriptural Proof Concerning Christ’s Messiahship (2:22-36)



(3) Invitation and Response (2:37-41)


9. The Common Life of the Community (2:42-47)

II.  The Apostles Witness to the Jews in Jerusalem (3:1-5:42)


1.  Peter’s Healing a Lame Beggar (3:1-11)


2.  Peter’s Sermon from Solomon’s Colonnade (3:12-26)


3.  Peter and John before the Sanhedrin (4:1-22)



(1) Arrested and Interrogated (4:1-12)



(2) Warned and Released (4:13-22)


4.  The Prayer of the Community (4:23-31)


5.  The Common Life of the Community (4:32-37)


6.  A Serious Threat to the Common Life (5:1-11)


7.  The Miracles Worked by the Apostles (5:12-16)


8.  All the Apostles before the Council (5:17-42)



(1) Arrest, Escape, and Rearrest (5:17-26)



(2) Appearance before Sanhedrin (5:27-40)



(3) Release and Witness (5:41-42)
III.  The Hellenists Break Through to a Wider Witness (6:1-8:40)

1.  Introduction of the Seven (6:1-7)

2.  Stephen’s Arrest and Trial (6:8-7:1)

3.  Stephen’s Speech before the Sanhedrin (7:2-53)

4.  Stephen’s Martyrdom (7:54-8:la)

5.  Persecution and Dispersal of the Hellenists (8: 1b-3)

6.  The Witness of Philip (8:4-40)


(1) The Mission in Samaria (8:4-25)


(2) The Witness to the Ethiopian Treasurer (8:26-40)
IV.  Peter Joins the Wider Witness (9:1-12:25)

1.  Paul’s New Witness to Christ (9:1-31)



(1) Paul the Converted (9:1-22)


(2) Paul the Persecuted (9:23-31)

2.  Peter’s Witness in the Coastal Towns (9:32-43)


(1) The Healing of Aeneas (9:32-35)


(2) The Raising of Dorcas (9:36-43)

3.  Peter’s Witness to a Gentile God-fearer (10:1-11:18)


(1) The Vision of Cornelius (10:1-8)


(2) The Vision of Peter (10:9-16)


(3) Peter’s Visit to Cornelius (10:17-23)


(4) Shared Visions (10:24-33)


(5) Peter’s Witness (10:34-43)


(6) The Impartiality of the Spirit (10:44-48)


(7) Endorsement of the Witness to the Gentiles (11: 1-18)

4.  Antioch’s Witness to Gentiles (11:19-30)


(1) Establishing a Church in Antioch (11:19-26)


(2) Sending Famine Relief to Jerusalem (11:27-30)

5.  Persecution Again in Jerusalem (12:1-25)


(1) Herod Agrippa’s Persecution of the Apostles (12:1-5)


(2) Peter’s Miraculous Deliverance from Prison (12:6-19a)


(3) Herod’s Self-destructive Arrogance (12:19b-23)


(4) Peace for the Church (12:24-25)
V.  Paul Turns to the Gentiles (13:1-15:35)

1.  Paul and Barnabas Commissioned (13:1-3)

2.  Sergius Paulus’s Conversion on Cyprus (13:4-12)

3.  Paul’s Address to the Synagogue at Pisidian Antioch (13:13-52)


(1) The Setting (13:13-16a)


(2) The Sermon (13:16b-41)


(3) The Sermon’s Aftermath (13:42-52)

4.  Acceptance and Rejection at Iconium (14:1-7)

5.  Preaching to Pagans at Lystra (14:8-21a)

6.  The Missionaries’ Return to Antioch (14:21b-28)

7.  Debate in Jerusalem over Acceptance of Gentiles (15:1-35)


(1) The Criticism from the Circumcision party (15:1-5)


(2) The Debate in Jerusalem (15:6-21)


(3) The Decision in Jerusalem (15:22-29)


(4) The Decision Reported to Antioch (15:30-35)
VI.  Paul Witnesses to the Greek World (15:36-18:22)

1.  Parting Company with Barnabas (15:36-41)

2.  Revisiting Derbe, Lystra, and Iconium (16:1-5)

3.  Called to Macedonia (16:6-10)

4.  Witness in Philippi (16:11-40)


(1) Founding a Church with Lydia (16:11-15)


(2) Healing a Possessed Servant Girl (16: 16-24)


(3) Converting a Jailer’s Household (16:25-34)


(4) Humbling the City Magistrates (16:35-40)

5.  Churches Established in Thessalonica and Berea (17:1-15)


(1) Acceptance and Rejection in Thessalonica (17:1-9)


(2) Witness in Berea (17:10-15)

6.  Witness to the Athenian Intellectuals (17:16-34)


(1) The Athenians’ Curiosity (17:16-21)



(2) Paul’s Testimony before the Areopagus (17:22-31)


(3) The Mixed Response (17:32-34)


7.  A Church Established in Corinth (18:1-17)


(1) The Mission (18:1-11)



(2) The Accusation before Gallio (18:12-17)

8.  Return to Antioch (18: 18-22)

VII.  Paul Encounters the Opposition of Gentiles and Jews (18:23-21:16)

1.  Apollos in Ephesus (18:23-28)


2.  Paul’s Witness to the Disciples of John (19:1-7)


3.  Paul’s Preaching in Ephesus (19:8-12)


4.  Paul’s Encounter with False Religion in Ephesus (19:13-20)


(1)  Jewish Exorcists (19:13-16)



(2) Overcoming Magic (19:17-20)


5.  Paul’s Determination to Go to Jerusalem (19:21-22)


6.  Opposition by the Craftsmen of Ephesus (19:23-41)



(1) The Instigation of a Riot by Demetrius (19:23-27)


(2) The Uproar in the Theater (19:28-34)



(3) The Pacification by the City Clerk (19:35-41)


7.  Paul’s Journey to Jerusalem (20:1-21:16)



(1) Final Ministry in Macedonia and Achaia (20:1-6)


(2) The Restoration of Eutychus (20:7-12)


(3) The Voyage to Miletus (20:13-16)


(4) The Farewell Address to the Ephesian Elders (20: 17-35)


(5) The Final Leave-taking (20:36-38)


(6) The Voyage to Jerusalem (21:1-16)
VIII.  Paul Witnesses before Gentiles, Kings, and the People of Israel (21:17-26:32)


1.  Paul’s Witness before the Jews (21:17-23:35)


(1) The Concern of the Jerusalem Elders (21:17-26)


(2) The Riot in the Temple Area (21:27-36)


(3) Paul’s Request to Address the Crowd (21:37-40)


(4) Paul’s Speech before the Temple Mob (22:1-21)


(5) The Attempted Examination by the Tribune (22:22-29)


(6) Paul before the Sanhedrin (22:30-23:11)



(7) The Plot to Ambush Paul (23:12-22)


(8) Paul Sent to Caesarea (23:23-35)

2.  Paul’s Witness before Gentiles and the Jewish King (24:1-26:32)


(1) The Trial in Caesarea (24:1-23)


(2) Paul and Felix in Private (24:24-27)


(3) Festus Pressured by the Jews (25:1-5)


(4) Paul’s Appeal to Caesar (25:6-12)


(5) Festus’s Conversation with Agrippa (25:13-22)


(6) Paul’s Address before Agrippa: The Setting (25:23-27)


(7) Paul’s Address before Agrippa: The Speech (26:1-23)



(8) Paul’s Appeal to Agrippa (26:24-29)


(9) Paul’s Innocence Declared by Governor and King (26:30-32)
 IX.  Paul Witnesses to Jews and Gentiles without Hindrance (27:1-28:31)

1.  Paul’s Journey to Rome (27:1-28:16)


(1) The Journey to Fair Havens (27:1-8)


(2) The Decision to Sail On (27:9-12)


(3) The Northeaster (27:13-20)


(4) Paul’s Word of Assurance (27:21-26)


(5) The Prospect of Landing (27:27-32)


(6) Paul’s Further Encouragement (27:33-38)


(7) The Deliverance of All (27:39-44)


(8) Paul’s Deliverance from Snakebite (28:1-6)


(9) The Hospitality of Publius (28:7-10)


(10) The Final Leg to Rome (28:11-16)

2.  Paul’s Witness in Rome (28:17-31)


(1) First Meeting with the Jews (28:17-22)


(2) Separation from the Jews (28:23-28)


(3) Bold Witness to All (28:30-31)
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