Acts 8:29



 is the continuative/transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: said.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates the Holy Spirit produced the action of speaking.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, meaning “the Spirit” and referring to the Holy Spirit.  This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article and proper noun PHILIPPOS, meaning “to Philip.”

“Then the Spirit said to Philip,”
 is the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb PROSERCHOMAI, which means “to go to or approach” (BDAG, p. 878).

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that Philip is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the connective/additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the second person singular aorist passive imperative from the verb KOLLAW, which means “to join oneself to, join, cling to, associate with of a person with the dative of the thing Acts 8:29.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The passive voice indicates that Philip is to receive the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

This is followed by the dative of direct object from the neuter singular article and noun HARMA plus the adjectival use of the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this carriage.”
“‘Go to and join this carriage.’”
Acts 8:29 corrected translation
“Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go to and join this carriage.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Then the Spirit said to Philip,”

a.  The next thing that happens is the intervention of God the Holy Spirit in directing this missionary journey.

b.  Philip is walking along this deserted road and sees a black man in a carriage in the distance reading something as he rides in the carriage.

c.  Then suddenly God the Holy Spirit speaks to Philip and tells him to do something.


d.  The important lesson here is a very critical lesson for all missionaries—God the Holy Spirit is directing your trip, your path, and your journey in order to meet the exact person or people He wants you to meet.  There are no accidents in the life of the missionary.


e.  We have to be listening in order to hear the direction of the Holy Spirit.


f.  This Spirit gives direction to those who are obedient to the will of God.  That direction no longer comes to us via direct communication from the Spirit as it did during the pre-canon period of the Church Age, because we now have a completed Canon of Scripture to direct us.


g.  God the Holy Spirit also directs us in life by the circumstances of life that happen to us.  He opens and closes doors all the time in the lives of positive believers.


h.  “Little did the eunuch know that he was about to experience the fulfillment of those promises [the promises of Isa 56:3-8].  And little did Philip know his own role in their fulfillment.  He probably was still wondering why in the world God had sent him to this lonely place, and perhaps he was a bit bemused by the strange spectacle of the carriage plodding in front of him with its exotic passenger and retinue of servants.”

2.  “‘Go to and join this carriage.’”

a.  The Spirit now gives Philip a simple command to go toward the carriage and join with the people their in traveling along the road.

b.  The Holy Spirit is reassuring Philip that this was the reason He brought him to this road.  He is telling Philip that this is the person He wants Philip to meet and evangelize.

c.  Philip is to associate himself with person, and race, social status, and nationality are not an issue.


d.  Philip is to go to this man and introduce himself and enter into friendly conversation.  Philip’s action is the initiative of God’s grace and love toward this man, whom God foreknew and foreordained to become a believer.  Philip will demonstrate God’s unconditional love for this man by his willingness to meet and talk to him.


e.  What are the lessons in this passage for us?



(1)  We should never be afraid to talk to anyone based upon race, color, nationality, or any other factor.


(2)  We should ready and willing to obey the will of God and go where He wants us to go, when the door of opportunity opens.
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