Acts 8:18



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb EIDON, meaning “to see.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Simon produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle, indicating the time of the action of the participle being prior to the time of the action of the main verb.  It can be translated “after seeing” or “when he saw.”

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun SIMWN, meaning “Simon.”  This is followed by the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and used after verbs of perception (‘seeing’) to indicate that content of that perception.  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular article and noun EPITHESIS, which means “through the superimposing of something on something: laying on; the laying on of hands Acts 8:18; 1 Tim 4:14; 2 Tim 1:6; Heb 6:2.”
  With this we have the objective genitive from the feminine plural article and noun CHEIR plus the possessive genitive from the masculine plural article and noun APOSTOLOS, meaning “of the hands of the apostles” or “of the apostles’ hands.”  This is followed by the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to be given.”

The present tense is a historical present, which presents the past event as though happening at this moment for the sake of vividness and dramatic effect.


The passive voice indicates that the Holy Spirit received the action of being given.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, meaning “the Spirit” and referring to God the Holy Spirit.
“Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles’ hands,”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PROSPHERW, which means “to offer Mt 22:19; 25:20; Acts 8:18; Lk 23:36; Jn 19:29.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Simon produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” or simply “them” and referring to Peter and John.  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun CHRĒMA, which means “money Acts 8:18, 20; 24:26; 4:37.”

“he offered them money,”
Acts 8:18 corrected translation
“Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money,”
Explanation:
1.  “Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles’ hands,”

a.  The next thing Luke mentions is Simon’s reaction to seeing all the spiritual gifts being given to the Samaritan believers.  “The gift of the Spirit was not a purely inward spiritual experience but a perceptible phenomenon.”
  This perceptible phenomenon was especially important in the pre-Canon period of the Church Age, in order to establish the authority of the apostles.  It is not necessary today, since we no longer have apostles functioning.  It was not only Simon who perceived that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles’ hands, but these new believers also perceived it.  This perceptible phenomenon was done by the Holy Spirit to establish the authority of Peter and John and abolish the authority of Simon among these people.

b.  Simon sees the effects of the Holy Spirit coming upon these believers.  He sees the manifestation of their spiritual gifts.  He sees them prophesy, speak in tongues (foreign languages), interpret tongues, perform healings, etc.  Simon saw that the Holy Spirit was given by these believer’s use of their spectacular spiritual gifts.


c.  Simon also associates the new ability of these believers to do signs, wonders, and miracles with the apostles’ laying their hands on these believers.


d.  Simon thinks that Peter and John have some sort of supernatural power to make God the Holy Spirit do what they want.  He is very confused, but is it a logical conclusion for him based upon what he saw.


e.  Peter and John laid their hands on believers and those believers received the Holy Spirit and began to manifest that reception of the Holy Spirit.  So naturally Simon thinks that the apostles have some sort of power or influence with God to get Him to do what they want.  This is a natural conclusion for Simon, since this is exactly what he thought he had (influence with God to get what he wanted) and it is exactly what he had been telling people for years (that he had influence with God, who would do various things for which Simon asked).

f.  Simon saw that the apostles were truly the agents of God the Holy Spirit and he wanted to have the same ability.  Simon needed this ability in order to keep his standing with the people as ‘somebody’.  Without this ability Simon’s career among the people is finished and he knows it.  Simon needs to know how to do what the apostles can do; otherwise he is out of business.
2.  “he offered them money,”

a.  Therefore, Simon offers the apostles the thing that motivates him—money, lots of money.  Simon was willing to pay whatever it took to learn the secret of the power the apostles had.  “As a professional Simon was impressed with the commercial possibilities of the phenomenon he had just witnessed.  He therefore offered Peter and John money for the trade secret of how to dispense the Spirit through the laying on of one’s hands.  Though a complete misunderstanding of the Holy Spirit, Simon’s behavior was completely in character for a professional magician.  Tricks of the trade were often exchanged among them in financial transactions.  They were viewed almost as commercial commodities.”


b.  Simon’s offer of money is really a blank check.  In effect, he is telling Peter and John to name their price.  He will pay it no matter what it is.

c.  Simon’s offer here has been given a technical name in the Church to denote this sin.  It is called “simony,” which is the attempt to purchase a church office or position of authority in a church rather than be appointed to that office by the will of God.


d.  Paul teaches about this problem in:



(1)  2 Cor 2:17a, “So then we are not like the many who peddle for profit the word of God.”



(2)  1 Tim 3:3 (a list of qualifications for a pastor), “not addicted to wine, not a bully, but tolerant, not a person who engages in heated dispute, not avaricious [a lover of money].”



(3)  1 Tim 6:10, “For the love of money [monetary reversionism] is a root of all kinds of evil, through which [love of money], certain ones by longing for [it (money)] have wandered away from doctrine and have impaled themselves on many types of pain.”



(4)  2 Tim 3:2-8, “For men shall be…lovers of money, braggarts, arrogant ones, …having become puffed up with pride, …holding to an external form of respect for God [the spiritual life] but having disregarded its power; in fact turn away from [avoid] these people.  Because from these [reversionists] are those who worm their way into houses [local churches] and take captive foolish women [reversionistic believers], having been loaded up and overwhelmed with sins, being led away by various categories of lust, always learning [false doctrine and principles of evil] and yet they are never able to come to a full knowledge of the truth.  Moreover, in the manner in which Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so also these [reversionistic evangelists] oppose the truth, men of corrupted thinking, disqualified ones with regard to doctrine.”  This describes Simon.

e.  Jude mentions this same problem in Jude 11-12, “Woe to them, because they followed in the lifestyle of Cain, and devoted themselves to the deception of Balaam for financial reward, and they will be destroyed in the manner of the rebellion of Korah.  These men are the hidden reefs who boldly feast together in your virtue-love meals, caring for themselves, waterless clouds being carried away by winds, fruitless trees in late autumn, having died twice, having been pulled out by the roots.”


f.  Peter later warned against such men as Simon, when he said in 2 Pet 2:1-3, “But false prophets also arose [existed, originated] among people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who to be sure will bring in secretly opinions of destruction while disowning the Master who even acquired them as slaves, bringing swift destruction on themselves, nevertheless many will follow their sensuality, because of whom the way of truth will be slandered, and because of avarice they will exploit you with false teachings, because of which teachings their condemnation has been prepared from eternity past, and their destruction is not idle.”


g.  God cannot be bought, cannot be bribed, cannot be controlled by money or the withholding of money.  Money has no effect or influence with God.  The spiritual life is not about money.  And spiritual gifts cannot be purchased from God.  Luke has already illustrated this principle with the story of Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5.


h.  Simon was clearly out of fellowship with God when he tried to bribe the apostles.  He was out of fellowship with God through the mental attitude sin of greed—greed for the power of God.


i.  There is no indication that the apostles ever did lay their hands on Simon, which is why some commentators say Simon was not a believer.  However, we do not know if the apostles did later or not.  We do not know if Simon confessed his sin later or not.  We do not have enough information to form conclusions based upon the silence of Scripture at this point.
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