Acts 7:9



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun PATRIARCHĒS, meaning “the patriarchs.”  Then we have the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle from the verb ZĒLOW, which means “to be filled with envy and jealousy toward someone” (BDAG, p. 427).

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Joseph’s brothers, the patriarchs of Israel, produced the action.


The participle is causal,
 indicating the reason why Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery.  It is translated “because they were filled with jealousy.”
This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun IWSĒPH, meaning “toward Joseph.”

“And then the patriarchs, because they were filled with jealousy toward Joseph,”
 is the third person plural aorist middle indicative from the verb APODIDWMI, which means “to sell: sold” (BDAG, p. 110).

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, which emphasizes the personal responsibility of Joseph’s brothers in producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

There is no direct object AUTOS, meaning “[him]” in the text, because it is so strongly implied by the context of what is being said.  We add it in order to produce proper English grammar.  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun AIGUPTOS, meaning “to Egypt.”
“sold [him] to Egypt.”
 is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And yet; However.”  Then we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: was; kept on being.”

The imperfect tense is a durative imperfect, for an action that continues in the past.


The active voice indicates that the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the Lord Jesus Christ, produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Finally, we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with him” and referring to Joseph.
“And yet God kept on being with him,”
Acts 7:9 corrected translation
“And then the patriarchs, because they were filled with jealousy toward Joseph, sold [him] to Egypt.  And yet God kept on being with him,”
Explanation:
1.  “And then the patriarchs, because they were filled with jealousy toward Joseph, sold [him] to Egypt.”

a.   The next significant event in the history of the Jews was the history of what happened to Joseph.

b.  The background for Joseph being sold into slavery to Egypt is told in Gen 37:11-28.

c.  The jealousy that motivated Joseph’s brothers to sell him into slavery is the same motivation that the Sanhedrin had to kill Jesus.


d.  Joseph is one of the many Old Testament illustrations of Jesus.  It was no accident that Stephen emphasized the jealousy of Joseph’s brothers toward him as the motivation for their actions.


e.  The members of the Sanhedrin were not only filled with jealousy toward Jesus, but they were filled with jealousy against the apostles as well.



(1)  Mt 27:18; Mk 15:10, “For he [Jesus] was aware that the chief priests had handed Him over because of envy/jealousy.”



(2)  Acts 5:17-18, “Then rising up [in opposition], the high priest and all those with him (that being the sect of the Sadducees) were filled with jealousy.  They laid hands on the apostles and put them in a public jail.”

f.  Stephen is indirectly comparing the evil actions of Joseph’s brothers to the actions of the leaders of Judea, who were the descendants of the patriarchs.  The members of the Sanhedrin were acting just like their forefathers.


g.  Stephen also emphasizes the life of Joseph, because Joseph was to be the leader of his brothers, who they rejected as being their leader, just as they had rejected Jesus as being their leader.


h.  Joseph, who was sold into slavery, was responsible for the survival of his brothers and their families, just as Jesus was responsible for the salvation of Israel.   Likewise Moses was rejected by the Israelites, but “this Moses whom they refused … God sent as both ruler and deliverer” (Acts 7:35).  Stephen is establishing the pattern of the Jews’ history of rejecting those whom God has sent to deliver them.  He is building the case for the Sanhedrin’s rejection of Jesus as the true Messiah of Israel.

Doctrine of Jealousy

A.  Definition.

1.  Since jealousy is defined as unpleasant fear, suspicion, resentment from mistrust of another, it is obvious that the state of jealousy is a part of the three arrogance skills (self-justification, self-deception, and self-absorption).  Envy is a synonym for jealousy.  Envy is always an attitude or feeling of discontent.  It is jealousy with regard to another's advantages or successes or possessions or how they have mistreated you in your imagination or in reality.



a.  Jealousy is a part of the arrogance complex of sins related to bitterness, vindictiveness, implacability, inordinate ambition and competition, revenge motivation, the function of vilification.  Jealousy is an emotional sin generated by fear of rivalry, fear of losing another's affections, or fear of unfaithfulness.  Jealousy is a sin of great misery.



b.  Jealousy and bitterness always go together.  You cannot have one without the other.  Both jealousy and bitterness are vindictive, implacable, slander others, etc.



c.  Jealousy is self-centered.  It is always related to self-pity, egotistical irritation, and irrationality.



d.  Jealousy has two directions:




(1)  Arrogance toward self, which is subjective arrogance.  You think that you are always right.  You justify yourself in jealousy.  Jealous people spend a lot of time trying to justify their jealousy.




(2)  Possessiveness of others, which is objective arrogance.  You think you have the right to control another person's life.  Jealousy intrudes into the privacy of others and becomes a system of destroying human personal freedom.



e.  Jealousy as a sin of arrogance becomes a sin of emotion of the soul.  Jealousy is related to the categories of the emotional complex of sins.  As a sin of arrogance, jealousy motivates sins of emotion.  As a sin of emotion, jealousy becomes irrational.




(1)  The hysterical category of sins includes: fear—fear of rivalry, fear of losing someone's affection, fear of unfaithfulness in some form—worry, anxiety, trepidation, panic, consternation, irrationality, dissociation.  Jealousy is irrational in its resentment and hatred of others.




(2)  The hatred category includes: uncontrollable anger, implacable hatred, bitter resentment, malice, implacable vindictiveness, loathing, animosity, tantrums, violence, and murder.




(3)  The self-centered category includes: self-pity, egotistical irrationality, certain expressions of dissatisfaction including judging others, gossip, slander, maligning, and other forms of vilification such as spreading a public lie about someone.  This is arrogant preoccupation with self, irrationality, and the implacable attitude toward the object of jealousy.




(4)  The reaction category combines the emotional sins with the arrogance complex of sins.  Jealousy is related to both complexes of sins.  Jealousy has a reaction factor called guilt.  Jealousy is a part of revenge motivation.




(5)  The guilt category.  Jealousy results in irrationality of emotional sinning and then results in persistence of feelings of remorse and morbid self-reproach, which is a terrible swing to the function of the guilt syndrome.  Guilt is failure to recognize your own sins and apply the right perspective of rebound.  The right perspective is that Jesus Christ was judged for your sins on the Cross and that you are responsible to acknowledge or name those sins to God the Father for forgiveness.  As a sin of arrogance, jealousy motivates sins of emotion.  As a sin of emotion, jealousy is irrational.



f.  Jealousy is a major factor in the function of self-righteousness and crusader arrogance, and therefore, a producer of Christian activism and Christian moral degeneracy.  Morality can be distorted by jealousy and bitterness.  Therefore, jealousy becomes both legalism and tyranny though possessiveness.  Jealousy causes the believer to develop a facade of self-righteousness, which he uses as a system of legalism.  He has a pseudo self-identity.  Then he says that what he does is spirituality.  He makes himself a role model for what Christianity should be.  Then he tries to get others to accept his role model pseudo self-identity.



g.  Jealousy is a self-justification system, and you cannot solve your problems as long as you are justifying yourself.  The believer goes from self-absorption to self-deception, and then to self-justification.



h.  Jealousy and the filling of the Holy Spirit are mutually exclusive.  Jealousy keeps you from glorifying God.



i.  Jealousy is a major factor in the failure to execute the unique spiritual life of the Church Age.  There is no reciprocal love for God when a believer is jealous and bitter.



j.  Eventually jealousy becomes a part of Christian psychosis.


2.  Jealousy destroys reciprocity (reciprocal love for God, 1 Jn 4:19, “We love because He first loved us.”) and the capacity of other people to love you.



a.  Jealousy is fear of losing another's affection or love.



b.  Jealousy is fear of rivalry, fear of unfaithfulness.



c.  This is why jealousy is anti-freedom: jealousy does not permit people to love you from their own freedom and volition, because you use bitterness and jealousy to stifle that freedom in them.  Love is a matter of freedom.  You have to be free to love others.  Jealousy intrudes into the privacy of others and becomes destructive of human freedom.



d.  Jealousy stifles freedom, destroys freedom, maligns freedom, and wipes out freedom.  Jealousy is a great evil.  If you are jealous of someone, you are stifling their freedom to love you.



e.  Jealousy demands love and attention based on its own volition, not on the volition of another.  No one will love you if you are jealous of them.  Jealousy is a possessiveness, which stifles the volition of another person; hence, jealousy is tyranny.  Jealousy wants to be loved based on its volition.  Jealousy is tyranny in its simplest form.



f.  Therefore, you destroy the volition of the very person who you want to love you.  You want them to use their volition to love you, but you destroy their volition with your bitterness and jealousy.  You think you can force them to love you with your bitterness and jealousy.



g.  Jealousy does everything to destroy any possibility of being loved by the person you want to love you.



h.  What is even worse is that at the same time your fantastic spiritual life is destroyed by your jealousy and bitterness.



i.  Therefore, jealousy, like bitterness is related to hatred.  Since jealousy is both an arrogant and an emotional sin, it is irrational in its hatred and resentment of others.



j.  Jealousy is a mood arrogance sin; hence, troubled by suspicion that a person's love has been diverted to a rival.  Jealous people are always unhappy.



k.  Jealousy becomes the motivator of hatred, anger, gossip, slander, maligning, judging, and revenge.  You destroy the very love you want from another with jealousy.



l.  With jealousy you destroy the capacity of a person that you love and that you want to love you.



m.  How have you destroyed their capacity?  You did it with bitterness, jealousy, vindictiveness, implacability, hatred, gossip, slander, maligning, judging, and revenge.



n.  They are not going to ever love you, and yet that is exactly what you want from them.



o.  You destroyed the very thing you wanted.  Christians do this every day in marriage, in human relationships, and eventually toward God.


3.  Jealousy is the basis for inordinate competition in love, in family relationships, business relationships, social life, athletics, professional life, and in your religious life.


4.  Jealousy plus power and approbation lust produces strife, conspiracy, and revolt against everything in life.  Therefore you lose out completely because you destroy the capacity of others to love you.


5.  Jealousy is more than a mental attitude sin which demands exclusive devotion and is intolerant of rivalry; it is a complex of sins.  It is total preoccupation with self.


6.  Jealousy is discontent with the blessings, successes, or status symbols of other people.  It is resentment of the attractiveness or approbation that a person receives.  It is total selfishness and is incapable of love.  It is pseudo-love arrogance.


7.  In the old English it had the connotation of ardent devotion, “I [God] am jealous for My people.”  This doctrine is confined to the mental attitude sins of jealousy.


8.  Scriptural illustrations.



a.  Prov 14:30, “Happiness to the right lobe is life to the body, but jealousy is a rottenness to the bones.”  Jealousy will cause loss of health.



b.  Prov 27:4, “Wrath is fierce and anger is a flood, but who can stand before jealousy.”  No one can stand against your jealousy, so they leave you.



c.  Mk 15:10, “For He was aware that the chief priests had delivered Him over to the Romans because of jealousy.”



d.  Acts 13:45, “But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began contradicting the doctrines spoken by Paul, and they began to revile him.”



e.  1 Cor 3:3, “For you are still carnal; for since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not carnal?  In fact, are you not walking on the basis of the standards of men [unbelievers]?”



f.  1 Cor 13:4, “Virtue-love is not jealous.”  This is true of both personal love for God and impersonal love for mankind.  Jealousy assigns evil to the object of your jealousy.  In reality you have destroyed their capacity to love you and have destroyed your ability to love God.



g.  2 Cor 12:20, “For I am afraid that perhaps when I come I may find you to be not what I wish and I may be found by you to be not what you wish; that perhaps there may be strife, jealousy, anger, flared tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip, arrogance, confusion.”



g.  1 Tim 6:3-4, “If anyone teaches a different doctrine, and does not concur with sound doctrine, he is arrogant, understanding nothing, but he has a morbid obsession about controversies and verbal conflicts from which originate jealousy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions.”



h.  Jam 3:14, 16, “But if you have bitter-jealousy and strife in your right lobe, do not become arrogant and lie against the truth; ...for where jealousy and strife exist, there is unruliness and evil deeds.”



i.  Gal 5:25-26, “If we live by means of the Spirit, let us also advance by means of the Spirit.  Let us not become arrogant, challenging each other, being jealous of each other.”


9.  Principles.



a.  Jealousy and the filling of the Spirit are mutually exclusive.



b.  You cannot be filled with the Spirit and at the same time be in the status quo of jealousy.



c.  Without the filling of the Spirit you cannot learn Bible doctrine and you cannot have reciprocal love for God.



d.  Without epignosis doctrine and without motivation of reciprocity you cannot advance to the high ground of maximum glorification of God and become a winner believer and invisible hero.  Reciprocity or reciprocal love for God is the only motivation for the advance to maturity.  The only true motivation for spiritual advance is love for God, not being shamed or bullied by others.



e.  Without execution of the unique spiritual life of the Church Age you cannot glorify God.



f.  Jealousy is a warning that you have justified and intensified sin, wrongdoing, and evil in your life by means of the reverse order of the three arrogance skills (self-absorption, self-deception, and then self-justification).  You are so absorbed with yourself you are able to deceive yourself and justify all sorts of sin and evil in your life.




(1)  There is nothing that compares to the intensity of the reverse order of the arrogance skills.




(2)  Self-justification opens the door to justifying all kinds of sin, evil, and wrongdoing in one's life.




(3)  This reverse order intensifies the devastation that happens to the carnal believer.




(4)  Once the reverse order of the arrogance skills is completed the final stage of justifying sin, wrongdoing, and evil opens up a panorama of wickedness in every field of sin and evil.




(5)  This is how the believer who serves the Lord is distinguished from the believer who serves the devil, 1 Jn 3:8, 10, “The one who keeps on doing the sin [reversing the order of the arrogance skills] is from the source of the devil because from the beginning the devil sinned.  ...For by this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious.  And the one who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother.”




(6)  The believer so involved becomes so much worse than the normal, immoral unbeliever, so that there is no observable distinction between the believer who has justified sin, wrongdoing, and evil, and the sinful unbeliever performing the same sins and evil.



g.  The Problem of Self-Justification.




(1)  Sin itself becomes intensified and justified.




(2)  The arrogance skills are reversed, intensified, and justified by the believer.




(3)  The sin that lends itself to self-justification can be classified as a subtle sin.  The sin of self-justification now becomes cunning and crafty.  Jealousy combines self-justification and self-deception and compels you into self-absorption.  The believer flouts the normal function of the spiritual life and submits to a system of self-justification. 




(4)  This system justifies wrongdoing, grieving, squelching, lying to the Holy Spirit, and evil.  Jealousy is easily justified and intensified because of the reverse order of the arrogance skills.  This explains why bitterness, hatred, and other sins come along.  This is why believers commit murder.



h.  Jam 4:2, 5, “You continue to lust [because there is no rebound] but do not have [tranquility and happiness]; you murder and you are jealous and so you are not able to advance; instead you quarrel and fight.  You do not have because you do not ask.  Or do you presume that the Scripture speaks in vain against jealousy.”


10.  Principles.



a.  Jealousy, bitterness, vindictiveness, and implacability eliminate ever sharing the happiness of God.  The three arrogance skills produce jealousy and bitterness.  The reverse order of the arrogance skills intensifies the bitterness and the bitterness intensifies the jealousy.  In this status you can never be happy.



b.  Jealousy is preoccupation with others, therefore, you will never know occupation with Christ.



c.  Jealousy destroys reciprocity, our motivation to continue our advance in the spiritual life.



d.  We are not going to stay with doctrine unless we continue to use the recovery procedure of rebound.

B.  The source of jealousy is sin and evil.

1.  The first source of jealousy is the old sin nature's area of weakness which produces sin.


2.  The second source is the evil of the interlock between the mental attitude sins and pseudo‑love arrogance, 1 Tim 6:3‑4.  All reversionists are jealous.  Reversionism inflames jealousy.


3.  Jealousy is not just a sin, it is moving toward insanity, becoming a psycho believer.

C.  Jealousy is a sin related to negative volition.

1.  This is seen in the unbeliever's arrogance of Rom 1:28‑29, “full of jealousy.”


2.  It is also seen in the believer's arrogance, Jam 3:14‑16.  If you are jealous, you will be contentious.  When a person is jealous, he is contentious on the one hand and builds up self on the other hand.  To do so, this person must lie against Bible doctrine.  Where jealousy exists, there is every evil function.

D.  Jealousy rejects Bible doctrine.  It is characteristic of the cosmic system, Acts 13:45, 17:5.

E.  Jealousy motivates religion, Mk 15:10.  Jesus Christ was delivered over to death because of the religious jealousy of the leaders of the Jews.

F.  The jealousy of the authority of Joseph motivated his brothers to sell him into slavery, Acts 7:9.  When you resent anyone because of their authority, you are arrogant and will be motivated by jealousy.

G.  Jealousy split the nation Israel, Isa 11:13.  The jealous person always attacks the object of their jealousy.  The Northern Kingdom was jealous of Judah.

H.  So great was the sin of jealousy in Israel that a special offering was made for it, Num 5:11‑31.  It is very difficult to get over jealousy.

I.  Jealousy is the basis for the destruction of category two love (personal love of a member of the opposite sex), SoS 8:6‑7.  No one with pride or jealousy has capacity for love.  Jealousy has great power just as the fear of death has power.

J.  Jealousy is self‑destructive, Job 5:2; Prov 14:30.  As goes your mental attitude, so goes your health.  Jealousy kills the foolish person.

K.  Jealousy is the strongest mental attitude sin, Prov 27:3‑4.  Pride is the worst sin, and is the other side of the coin from jealousy.  The “rock” in this passage is overt jealousy and anger; the “sand” is subtle jealousy.

L.  Jealousy is related to the suppression of pride, which is part of a trigger mechanism producing both false motivation and discord, Phil 1:15a.


Here we have a right action, witnessing, with wrong motivation, jealousy.  Arrogance creates hang‑ups of the soul.  These hang‑ups are the source of false motivation in life.  These people are petty, jealous, and have inordinate competition.  Pettiness is the little sister of jealousy; they are closely related.

M.  Jealousy is related to the three categories of love.

1.  Jealousy, as an anthropopathism, is legitimate only by God, who demands all your attention and concentration when you reach maturity.


2.  In category two love toward a member of the opposite sex, the jealous person can be so possessive they smother the other person's love and destroy it.


3.  In category three love toward friends, the jealous person wants you to be friends only with them.  They get upset when you associate with other people.

2.  “And yet God kept on being with him,”

a.  In contrast to the fact that Joseph’s brothers hated and despised him, God kept on being with Joseph.

b.  Joseph was in fellowship with God, and generally kept on being in fellowship with God (except on one occasion, when he depended upon man instead of God while in prison).  Joseph’s brothers were definitely not in fellowship with God on this occasion.  However they would recover spiritually.

c.  We will see all the occasions on which God kept being with Joseph in the next verse.


d.  The indirect point here is that God the Holy Spirit kept on being with Stephen while he gave his defense before the Sanhedrin.  God was clearly not with the members of the Sanhedrin.  They were under the influence of Satan.

e.  “What is crucial at this point is that Stephen has introduced the theme of opposition within the people of God to one favored and chosen by God as a leader, a theme he will continued to develop further as the speech goes on, so that in the end Stephen’s own audience, or at least much of it, will be portrayed as the latest in a long line of stiff-necked and spiritually insensitive persons among the chosen people.  Notice, too, how Stephen has already been portrayed as manifesting the same positive traits as the main positive characters in this speech—Abraham, Joseph, Moses, and of course Jesus (cf. Acts 6:5, 8).”

� Wallace, Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics, p. 631.


� Witherington, p. 267.
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